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INTRODUCTION. 


9 afflont to the public, 


F.. ave? ſhould L pretend to have 


Ee 


no private views in pub- 


Iifhing. the Filling JOURNALS 3 3 
but they will excuſe;me if J lawns” 
them to conjecture What my parti- 


cular views ate, and claim the me- 


nt Cf impartial'y relating matters 8 


of fact, witaout diſguiſe or equi- 


3 Moſt of thoſe Wich“ 


relate to myſelf can at preſent be. 
atteſtcd | 3. living witn: ſſes. 


And ſhould. the troul les in 


America be renewed, and the fa- © 
vages IC peat thoſe ſcenes of barba- 
A : 2 i 5 2 nity 


* 


* 
: =, 89 » ba 
A * 


6.5 . wks be eg an 


. 


eee 


* — ĩ— 


— 
1 ; 2 © 
- ee Et CE Wo E r K — 
* 


N 
[| rity they ſo often have ated on the 
\- Britiſh ſubjects, which there is great 


{{ reaſon to believe will happen, I 
| flatter myſelf, that ſuch as are im- 
mediately concerned may reap 


ſome advantage from theſe pages. 
Should any one take offence at 
what they may here meet with, be- 
fore they venture upon exhibiting 
| a charge, they are deſired, in fa- 
| vour to themſelves, to contider, 


|. that Jam in a lituation where they 
cannot attack me to their own ad- 


vantage; that it is the ſoldier, not 
the ſcholar, that writes; and that 
many things here were wrote, not 

with filence and leiſure, but in de- 
ſarts and rocks and mountains, a- 


midſt the hurries, diſorders, and 


noſe of war, and "wider that de- 
preſſion of ſpuits, which is the na- 
tural 


= 
” 


0 
tural conſequence of exhauſting fa- 
tigue. This was my ſituation when 
the following Journals or Accounts 
were tranſmitted to the generals 
and commanders I acted under, 
which I am not now at liberty to 
correct, except in ſome very groſs 
and palpable errors. 

It would perhaps gratify the cu- 
rious to have a particular account. 
of my life, preceding the war; but 
though I could eaſily indulge them 
herein, without any diſhonour to 
myſelf, yet I beg they will be con- 
tent with my relating only ſuæh 
circumſtances and occurrences as _ 
led me to a knowledge of many | 
parts of the country, and tended in 
ſome meaſure to qualify me for the 
ſervice I have ſince been employed 
in. Such, in particular, was the 
A3 ite 


— 


Ev 1 
I fituation of the place in which I 
| received my early education, a 
tj frontier town in the province of 
New Hampſhire, where I could 
hardly avoid obtaining ſome 
knowledge of the manners, cuſ- 
toms, and language of the Indi- 
ans, as many of them reſided in 
the neighbourhood, and daily con- 
yerſed : and dealt with the Engliſh, 
Between the years 1 7 43 SE) 
17:5 my manner of life was ſuch 
as led me to a general acquain- 
tance both with the Britiſh and 
French ſettlements in North Ame- 
rica, and eſpecially with the uncul- 
tivated deſart, the mountains, val- 
leys, rivers, lakes, and ſietal paſ- 
ſes that lay between and contigu- 
ous to the ſaid ſettlements. Nor 
did J content mt myſelf with the ac- 
counts 
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counts received om: Tndians, or. 
the information of hunters, but 
travelled over large tracts of, the 
country myſelf, which tended not 
more to gratify my curioſity, than 
to inure me to hardſhips, and, 
Without vanity, I may fay, to qua- 
| lify me for the very ler vice I have 
ſince been employed 1 ms: 

About this time the proceedings 
of the French in America, were 
ſuch as excited the jealouſy oo” the 
Engliſh, eſpecially in New-York 
and New-England; and as Crown- 
Point was the place from which, 
for many years, the Indians in the 
French intereſt had been fitted 
out againſt. our ſettlements on the 
frontiers, a deſign was formed in 
the beginning of 175 5 to diſpoſſeſs 
them of that poſt; purſuant to 

K 4 which 


1 i 
which, troops were levied in the | 
ſeveral provinces of New England, 
New York, and New Jerſey. The 
general rendezvous was appointed 
at Albany in the province of New 
York, and the troops put under 


| TY | 
the command of Major Cee 


23 de 
( ſince Sir William) Johnſon, 1 
had the honour of command- 
ing a company in the troops fur- | 
niſhed by the province of New | 
Hampſhire, with which I made | 
| ſeveral excurſions, purſuant to 
ſpecial orders from the governor 

of that province, on the north- 

ern and weſtem frontiers, with a 
view to deter the French and Indi- 
ans from making inroads upon us 
that way. In this manner I was 
employed till the month of July, 
when I received orders to repair to 


Albany, 


. „S 
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Albany, at which place [ tarried f 


till Auguſt 26th, and was then or- 
dered with oo men to eſcort the 


proviſion-waggons from thence to 
the Carrying-Place, then ſo call- 
| ed, ſince Fort-Edward. Here I 


waited upon the General, to whom. 


J was recommended as a perſon 


well acquainted with the haunts 
and paſſes of the enemy, and the 
Indian method of fighting, and 
was by him diſpatched with ſmall 
parties on ſeveral tours towards the 
French poſts, and was on one of 


theſe up Hudſon's River on the 8th 


of September, when Baron Di- 
eſkau was made priſoner, and the 


French and Indians, under his 
command defeated, at the ſouth- 
end of Lake George. _T 


+ x 1 | 
"The 24th of September „„ 
ecived 4 from the General 
to proceed with four men to Ciown 3 
Point, and, if practicable, to bring 
a priſoner from. thence ; and with 
an account of the manner in which 
I executed theſe orders, I ſhall be- 


gin my JoukNaLs, 
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pe "4s 1755. 


25 X from Mater Ocnetal Johafan,” Ce 
X P X manderin chief of the Provincial For- 
a Xx ces, raiſed for the reduction of Crown 


oh 
© Þif ${ 3g Point, I embarked with four men 194 


on Lake George, to reconnoitre the ſtrength of 
the enemy, and proceeding down the Lake twenty 


Ave miles, T landed on the weſt ſide, leaving two 


men. in charge of the boat, while I marclied with 
the 


4 1 


the other two ' till the 29th, when J had a fair view 
of the fort at Crown- Point, and diſcovered a large 
body of Indians round the Fort, and from their re- 
peated irregular firing, ſuppoſed they were ſhooting 
at marks, (a diverſion much in uſe among the ſava- 
ges). At night I crept through the enemy's guard 
into a ſmall village lying ſouth of the fort, and paſſ- 
ing their centries to an eminence - ſouth-weſt of it, 
from whencel diſcovered they were building a bat- 
tery, and had already thrown up an entrenchment 
on that ſide of the fort. The next day, from an 
eminence ata ſmall diſtance from the former, I diſ- 
covered an encampment, which extended from the 
fort ſouth-eaſt to a wind-mill, at about 30 yards 
diſtance; as near as I could judge, their number 
amounted to about 500 men: but finding no op- 
portunity to procure a captive, and that our ſmall 
party was diſcovered, T judged it proper to begin a 
retreat homeward the iſt of October. I took my 
route Within two miles of Ticonderoga, from 
whence I obſerved a large ſmoak to ariſe, and heard 
the exploſion of a number of ſmall arms; but our 
proviſion being expended, we could not tarry to aſ- 
certain the number of the enemy there. On the 
2d we arrived at the place where we left our boat 
in the charge of two men, but to our great mor- 
tification found they were gone, and no proviſions 
left, This circumſtance haſtened us to the encamp- 
ment with all poſſible ſpeed, where we arrived the 


4th, 
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41 
4th, not a little fatigued and diſtreſſed with hunger 
and cold, 


October 7, 1755, I received orders of this 
date from General Johnſon, to reconnoitre the 
French troops at Ticonderoga. Accordingly I 
proceeded at night to a point of land on the weſt 
ſide of the lake, where we landed, hid our canoe, 
and left two men in charge of it. The next day, 
with the other three, I marched to- the point at 
| Ticonderoga, where we arrived about noon. I 
here obſerved a body of men, which I judged to be 
about 200 in number, who had thrown up an en- 
trenchment, and prepared large quantities of hewn 
timber in the adjacent woods. We remained here 
the ſecond night, and the next morning faw thenz 
lay the foundation of a fort, on the point which 
commands the paſs from Lake George, to Lake 
Champlain, and the entrance of South Bay, or 
Wood Creek. Having made what diſcoveries we 
could, we began our return, in which we found 
that the enemy had a large advanced guard at the 
north end of Lake George, where the river iſſues 
Out of it into Lake Champlain. While we were 
viewing theſe, I perceived a bark-canoe, with nine 
Indians and a French:1an in it, going up the Lake. 
We kept fight of them till they paſſed the point of 
land, where our canoe and men were left, where, 
when we arrived, we had information from our 
people, that the above Indians and Frenchman had 

landed 


C47 


landed on an iſland ſix miles to the ſouth of us, near 


the middle of the lake. In a ſhort time after, we 
ſaw them put off from the iſland, and ſteer directly 
towards us; upon which we put ourſelves in readi- 


neſs to receive them in the beſt manner.we could, 


and gave them a ſalute at about too diſtance, 
which reduced their number to four. . 2 then took 
boat and purſued them down the lake, till they were 


relieved by two canoes, which obliged us to retreat 


towards our encampment at Lake George, where 
we arrived the roth of October. 


October 15, 1758. Apreeadle to orders of this 
date from General Johnſon, I embarked with forty 
men in five boats. Our deſign was to diſcover the 
ſtrength of the enemy's advanced guard, and, if 
poſſible, to decoy the whole, or part of them, into 
an ambuſh ; but tho? we were indefatigable in our 
endeavours for ſeveral days, yet all our attempts of 
this kind proved abortive; and, as an account of 
our ſeveral movements during this ſcout would little 
gratify the reader, I ſhall omit giving a particular 


detail of them. We returned ſafe to our encamp- 


ment at Lake George on the 19th. 


October 21, 175 5. I had orders from General 
Johnſon of this date, to embark for Crown Point, 
with a party of four men, in queſt of a priſoner. 


At night we landed on the welt- ſide of Lake George, 
twenty- 


waits. ES Y * bu > 


„ 
twenty-five miles from the Engliſh camp. The re- 
mainder of the way we marched by land, and the 


26th came in ſight of the fort. In the evening we 


approached nearer, and next morning found our- 


felves witten -hout 300 yards of it. My men lay 


concealed bicket of willows, while I crept 


ſomething n er, to a large pine- log. where I con- 


cealed myſelf, by holding buſhes in my hand. Soon 
after ſun-riſe the ſoldiers iſſued out in ſuch num- 


bers, that my men and I could not poſſibly join 
each other without a diſcovery. About 10 o'clock. 


a ſingle man marched out directly towards our am- 
buſh. When I perceived him within ten yards of 
me, I ſprung over the log, and met him, and of- 


fered him quarters, which he refuſed, and made a. 


Paſs at me with a dirk, which J avoided, and pre- 
ſented my fuſee to his breaſt; but notwithſtanding, 
he ſtill puſhed on with reſolution, and obliged me 
to diſpatch him. This gave an alarm to the enemy, 
and made it neceſſary for us to haſten to the moun- 
tain, I arrived ſafe at our dump the zoth, with all 


my party. 


November 4, 1755. Agreeable to orders from 
General Johnſon this day, I embarked for the 
enemy's advanced guard before mentioned, with a 
party of thirty men, in four battoes, mounted with 
two wall-pieces each. The next morning, a little 


before day-light, we arrived within half a mile of 


N . 
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ESI 
them, where we landed, and concealed our boats; 
I then ſent out four men as ſpies, who returned the 
next evening, and informed me, that the enemy 
had no works round them, but lay entirely open to 
an aſſault ; which advice I diſpatched immediately 
to the General, deſiring a ſufficient force to attack 
them, which, notwithſtanding the GeneraPs ear- 
neſtneſs and activity in the affair, did not arrive till 
we were obliged to retreat. On our return, how- 
ever, we were met by a reinforcement, ſent by the 
General, whereupon I returned again towards the 
enemy, and the next evening ſent two men to ſee 
if the enemy's centries were alert, who approached 
ſo near as to be diſcovered and fired at by them, 
and were fo cloſely purſued in their retreat, that 
unhappily our whole party was diſcovered. The 
firſt notice I had of this being the cafe, was from 
two canoes with thirty men in them, which I con- 
cluded came out with another party by land, in order 
to force us between two fires; to prevent which, 1 
with Lieutenant M<Curdy, and fourteen men, em- 
barked in two boats, leaving the remainder of the 
party on ſhore, urder the command of Captain 
Putnam In order to decoy the enemy within the 
reach of our wall-pieces, we ſteered as if we intend- 
ed to paſs by them, which luckily anſwered our 
expectations; for they boldly headed us till within 
about an hundred yards, when we diſcharged the 
defore mentioned pieces, which killed ſeveral of 

. 8 them, 
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them, and put the reſt to flight, in which we drove 


them ſo near where our land- party lay, that they 


were again galled by them; ſeveral of the enemy 


were tumbled into the Water, and tkeir canoes ren- 
dered very leaky. At this time I diſcovered their 
party by land, and geg yur people notice of it, 
who thereupoꝶ Embarked like wife, without receiv- 
499 any conſiderable injury from the enemy's fire, 
notwithſtanding it was for ſome time very britk 
upon them. We warmly purſued the enemy, and 


again got an opportunity to diſcharge our wall-pieces 
upon them, which confuſed them much, and o- 
bliged them to diſperſe — We purſued them down 


the lake to their landing, where they were received 
and covered by 100 men, upon whom we again 
diſcharged our wall-pieces, and obliged them to 
retire ; but finding their number vaſtly ſuperior to 
ours, we judged it moſt prudent to return to our 


encampment at Lake George, where we ſafcly ar- 


rived on the $th of November. 


Nov. 10, 1755. Purſuant to orders I received 
this day from Gen. Johnſon, in order to diſcover 


the enemy's ſtrength and ſituation at Ticonderago, 


I proceeded on the ſcout with a party of ten men 
on the 12th inſtant, and on the 14th arrived within 
view of the fort at that place, and found they had 
erected three new barracks and four ſtore-houſes in 


| the fort, between which and the water they had 


eighty 


1 

eighty battoes hauled upon the beach, and about 
fifty tents near the fort; they appeared to be very 
buſy at work Having by theſe diſcoveries anſwered 
the deſign of ou; march, we returned, and arrived 
at our encampment te I9th of November. 


December 19, 17 55. Having hal. a. month's e- 
Poſe, I proceeded, agreeable to orders from GeraraL 
Johnſon, with two men, once more to reconnoitre 
the French at Ticonderoga. In our way we diſco- 
vered a fire upon an iſland adjacent to the route we 
took, which, as we ſuppoſed, had been kindled by 
ſome of the enemy who were there. This obliged 
us to lie by and a& like fiſhermen, the better to de- 
ceive them till night came on, when we proceeded: 
and retired to the weſt-ſide of the lake 15 miles 
north of out fort. Here concealing our boat, the 
20th we purſued our march by land, and on the 21ſt, 
at noon, were in fight of the French fort, where we 
found their people ſtill deeply engaged at work, and 
diſcovered four pieces of cannon mounted on the 
ſouth-eaſt baſtion, two at the north-eaſt towards the 
woods, and two on the ſouth. By what I judged, 
the number of their troops were about 500. 1 
made ſeveral attempts to take a priſoner, by way- 
laying their paths ; but they always paſſed in num- 
bers vaſtly ſuperior to mine, and thereby diſap- 
pointed me. We approached very near their fort 
by night, and were driven by the cold (which now 

Vas 


1 
Was very ſevere) to take ſhelter in one of their 
evacuated huts ; before day, there was a fall of 
ſnow, which obliged us with all poſſible ſpeed to 
march homeward, left the enemy ſhould perceive _ 
our tracks, and purſue us. 


Me found our boat in ſaſety, and had the good 

fortune (after being almoſt exhauſted with hunger, 
cold, and fatigue) to kill two deer, with which be- 
ing refreſhed, on the 24th we returned to Fort 
William Henry (a fortreſs erected in this year's 
campaign) at the ſouth end of Lake George. About 
this time General Johnſon retired to Albany, to 
which place commiſſioners were ſent from the ſeve- 
ral governments whoſe troops had been under his 
command (New Hampſhire only excepted). 'Theſe 
commiſſioners were empowered by their reſpective 
conſtituents with the aſſent of a council of war, to 
garriſon Fort William Henry and Fort Edward, 
for the winter, with part of the troops that had 
ſerved the preceding year. Accordingly a regiment 
was formed, to which Boſton government furniſh- 
ed a Colonel Connecticut a Lieutenant-Colonel— 
and New York a Major: after which it was adj ud- 
ged, both by Gen. Johnſon and theſe Commiſſion- 
ers, that it would be of great uſe to leave one com- 
pany of woodſmen or rangers under my command, 
to make excurſions towards the enemy's forts during 
the winter ; I accordingly remained, and did duty 


the whole winter, until called upon by General 


1 10 J 


Shirley. 


January 14, 1756. I this day marched with a 
party of ſeventecn men, to reconnoitre the French 
forts; we proceeded down the lake, on the ice, 
upon ſkaits, and halted for refreſhment near the fall 


out of Lake George into Lake Champlain.— At 1 
night we renewed our march, and, by day- bre 


on the 16th, formed an ambuſh on a point cf land 
on the eaſt ſhore of Lake Champlain, within gun- 


ſhot of the path in which the enemy paſſed from 


one fort to the other. About ſun-riſe, two ſtedges 
laden with freſh- beef were preſented to our view, 
we intercepted the drivers, deſtroying their loading, 
and afterwards returned to Fort William Henry, 
where I arrived with my priſoners and party in good 


health the 17th, 


January 26, 1756. Purſuant to orders of this 


date, from Colonel Glaſier, I marched from Lake 


George with a party of fifty men, with a deſign to 
diſcover the ſtrength and works of the enemy at 
Crown Point. 


On the 2d of February, we arrived within a mile 
of that fortreſs, where we climbed a very ſteep 
mountain, from which we had a clear and full 
Proſpect of the fort, and an opportunity of 8 80 
a plan 


8 


E 


Plan of the enemy's works there. In the even- 
q > we retired to a ſmall village, half a mile from 
* fort, and formed an ambuſcade on each ſide 
the road leading from the fort to the village. 
ext morning a Frenchman fell into onr hands; 
on after we diſcovered two more, but they un- 
*Wckily got ſight of us before they were in our pow- 
x , and haſtily retired to the fort. Finding Jr. 
4 Fs diſcovered by the enemy by this accisent, 
2 employed ourſelves while we dared toe in . = 
bk. t Ang fire to the houſes and barns of the v N 


Sn Vilage, with 
which were conſumed large quantj i (ies of wheat, 


F and other grain; we alſo yer, | 
4 wout fifty cattle, 
nd then retired, leaving the whe. village in fumes, 


ud arriv | 
1 ved ſafe at our fort; Mich our priſoner, the 
eth of February. 


February 29, 17% 


' Colonel Glaſier, I 5. Agreeable to orders from 
| I, 


Gfty-ſix men don bis day marched with a party of 
ONO HR the weſt-ſide of Lake George. 
March. and A our route north- ward till the 5th of 
. fix of then ſteercd eaſt to Lake Champlain, 
4 the intc Miles north of Crown Point, where, by 
1 fligence we had from the Indians, we ex- 
d to find ſome inhabited villages —We then 
| Fempted to croſs the lake, but found the ice too 
weak. The 17th we returned and ma-ched round 
the bay to the welt of Crown Point, and at night 


Sot into the cleared land among their houſes and 
barns; 


bg 


* EP 


12 } 


( 


brrns ; here we formed an ambuſh, expecting their 
labourers out to tend their cattle, and clean their ®8 
grain, of which there were ſeveral barns full; we 1 
continued there that and the next day till dark, 4 
when diſcovering none of the enemy, we ſet fire to 
the houſes and barns, and marched off, In our re- 
tuin tock a freſh view of Ticonderoga, and recon- i 
noitièd the ground between that fort and the ad- 
3 2 guard on Lake George, approaching ſo | 
er $8 tot o dee their centries on the ramparts, and 
obtained all f knowledge of their works, ſtrength, 
thi [ deſired. 1 


and ſituation, 


The 14th of Mate arb. we returned ſafe to Fort 3 
William- Henry. W y 


The next day, after my  reiÞrn from this ſcout, | 4 
received a letter, dated Februaàſ) 5 1756, from 4 
Mr. William Alexander of NeWLork, who was if 
ſecretary to Mr. Shirley, C RR in chic! of K 
the troops at Oſwego the preceding jars and ww 1 
now, upon the deceaſe of General B Nock, ſuc- 4 
ceded to the chief command of all his Ka) ety 0 ; 
forces in North-America, and was row at | 
preparing for the eniuing campaign, being 01 * 
ouſly recommended to this gentleraar: by Gene“ 
Johnſon. I was deſired by the above-mentioned 
letter to wait on hiin at Boon : of which l intorm- F 
ed the commanding officer at the fort, and, wit: 0 
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er z approbation, I ſet out on the 19th of MarMay, 
1cir 8 leaving the command of my company to Mr. Noalin, 
| Johnſon, my Fnſign; my brother Richard Rogers, a- 


rk, XZ who was my Lieutenant, being ſent to Boſton by 
> to the commanding officer on ſome diſpatches previ- 


> 


cus to this. 


ad-. On the 23d, 1 waited on the General, and 
1 met with a very friendly reception; he ſoon inti- 


nd mated his deſign of giving me the command of 
an independent company of rangers, and the very 
next morning I received the commiſſion, with a ſet 


9 
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1 of inſtructions. 


ort GE 5 
According to the General's orders, my compa- 
1 ny was to conſiſt of ſixty privates, at 3s. New 

1 4 Vork currency per day, three ſearjents at 4s. an 

m FF Enſign at 88. a Lieutenant at 7s. and my own pay 

s was fixed at 10s. per day. Ten Spaniſh dollars were 

ot allowed to each man towards providing cloaths, 

no arms, and blankets. My orders were to raiſe this 

„company as ſoon as poſſible, to inliſt none but ſuch 

as were uſed to travelling and hunting, and in 

I A whoſe courage and fidelity I could confide ; they 

were, moreover to be ſubje& to military diſcipline, 

and the articles of war. | 

a 4 Our rer dezvoue was appointed at Albany, from 

— 


1 thence to procced in jour whale-boats to lake 
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1eorge, and, © from time to time, to uſe my beſt 
< endeavours to diſtreſs the French and their allies, 
by ſacking, burning, and deſtroying their houſes, 


6“ barns, barracks, canoes, battoes, &c. and by kill. 


66 ing their cattle of every kind; and at all times to 


endeavour to way lay, attack and deſtroy their 


convoys of proviſions by land and water, in any 


c part of the country where l could find them.” 


With theſe inſtructions, I received letters to the 
commanding officers at Fort William-Henry and 


Fort Edward direQting them to forward the ſervice, 


with which I was now partic” irly charged. 


When my company was completed, a part 


- marched under the command of Lieutenant Ro- 


gers to Albany; with the remainder, I was order- 
ed to march through the woods to No. 4, then a 
frontier town greatly expoſed to the enemy; 


where, 


April 28, 1756, I received orders to march from 


thence to Crown Point, in puriuance of which we 
travelled through deſarts and mountains. The ſe- 


* day of our march, my ſecond Lieutenant, 

Mr. John Stark was taken ſick, and obliged to re- 
turn, with whom I ſent fix men to guard him to 
Fore Edward. 


We 
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We continued our march till the 5th of May, 


WAR 
2 — 2 d - 0 - 
I IRENE Lots, et Ire oe ra... 7 o 
Ye an en OS, I 
: * n 8 
k * 


b 4 - ” —C A <tr o 
1 ado EWE 3 N > 
* 5 N eg? — "IN 8 . k * 3 __ vs 2 
8 7 £4 * "" "= 0 . 


+ = when 1 arrived with nine men at Lake Champlain, 
* 1 four miles ſouth of Crown Point. Here we con- 
1. '1 { cealed our packs, and marched up to a village on 
o | the eaſt-ſide, about two miles diſtant from Crown 
1 i Point, but found no inhabitant there. We lay in 
y wi wait the whole day following, oppoſite to Crown 
i Point, expecting ſome party to croſs the lake; but 
= nothing appeared except about four or five hubdred 
e men in canoes and battoes, coming up the lake from 
4 St. John's to Crown Point. We kept our ftations 
e, till next day, ten o'clock A. M. to obſerve the 
motions of the enemy, but finding no opportunity 
to trapan any of them, we killed twenty-three head 
rt of cattle, the touy, es of which were a very great 
5 refreſhment to us on our journey. We at this 
® time diſcovered eleven canoes manned with a con- 
. ſiderable number of French and Indians crofling 
.n the lake directly towards us, upon which we reti- 
= red; and the better to eſcape our purſuers we diſ- 
: PP each man taking a different route. We af- 
n K terwards aſſembled at the place where we conceal- 
e 0 ed our packs, and on a raft croſſed over to tlie weſt- 
> ſſide of the lake. In our way we had a view of the 
t, French and Indians, encamped at the old Indian 
- carrying-place, near T 1conderoga, and the 11th of 
o May arrived ſafe at Fort William-Henry, Mr. 
3% Stark, with his party, arrivedat Fort-Edward three 


e days before. In their way they diſcovered a ſcout- 
= B ö ing 


1 


ing party of three or four hundred Indians. Lieu- 
tenant Rogers with his party had arrived ſome days 
before this, and Was at this time out upon a 
ſcout. 


May 20, 1756. Agreeable to orders from the 
General, I ſet out with a party of eleven men to 
reconnoitre the French advanced guards. The 
next day, from the top of a mountain, we had a 
view of them, and judged their number to be a- 
bout 300; they were buſy in fortifying themſelves 
with paliſadoes. From the other ſide of the moun- 
tain we had a proſpect of Ticonderoga fort, and 
from the groundtheir encampment took up, I 
Judged it to conſiſt of 1ooo men. This night 
we lodged on the mountain, and next morn- 
ing marched to the Indian carrying-path, that 
leads from lake George to Lake Champlain, 

and formed an ambuſcade between the French 
guard and Ticonderoga fort. About fix 
o'clock 118 Frenchmen paſſed by without diſco- 
vering us; in a few minutes after, twenty-two 
more came the ſame road, upon whom we fired, 
killed fix, and took one a priſoner ; i but the large 
party returning, obliged us to retire in haſte, and 
we arrived ſafe with our priſoner, at Fort William; 

Henry the 23d. 
Oy" e 'The 
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The priſoner we had taken reported, “ that a 
party of 220 French and Indians were preparing 
to inveſt the out-parties at Fort Edward, which 


_ occaſioned my marching the next morning with a 


party of 78 men, to join a detachment of Col. 
Bayley's regiment, to ſcour the woods as far as 


South Bay, if poſſible to intercept the enemy; but 
ve could not diſcover them. 


June 13, 17 56. Agreeable to orders this even- 
ing, I embarked with a party of 26 men in battoes 
upon Lake George, to reviſit the French advan- 


ced guard; exceſſive thunder and lightning obli- 


ged us to land at about ten miles diſtance from our 
fort, where we ſpent the night. The next mor- 
ning about ſun-riſe, we heard the exploſion of up- 
wards of twenty ſmall arms, on the oppoſite ſide 


of the lake, which we ſuppoſed to be a party of 
French and Indians, cleaning their guns after the 
rain, In theevening we embarked again, and ear- 


ly in the morning of the 16th drew up our battoes 


about four miles diſtant from the advanced guard, 


and afterwards lay in ambuſh by a path leading 
from thence to a mountain, in order to ſurprize 
the enemy, who went there daily in partics, to 


take a view of the lake; but finding they were not 


at that place, we marched to the ſpot where the 


enemy had poſted their advanced guard, but they 
had retired and demoliſhed all their works there; 
B we 
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we then continued our march towards Ticonderoga, 
near which place we aſcended an eminence, and 
had a clear view of their works. I judged that 


their garriſon and encampment conſiſted of about 


3000 men: We then ſet out on our return, and 
arrived at Fort William-Henry the 18th inſtant, 
except one man, who ſtrayed from us, and who 
did not get in till the 23d, then almoſt famiſhed 
tor want of ſuſtenance. 


About this time the General augmented my 
company to ſeventy men, and ſent me fix light 
whale-boats from Albany, with order to proceed 
immediately to Lake Champlain, to cut off, if poſ- 
fible, the proviſions and flying parties of the FE 


TCO ly, 


ſuns 23, 3780, 1 embarked with fifty men in 
five whale- boats, and proceeded to an iſland in 


Lake George. The next day, at about five miles 


diſtance from this iſland we landed our boats, and 
carried them about ſix miles over a mountain to 
South Bay, where we arrived the 3d of July. The 


foliowing evening we embarked again, and went 
down the bay to within fix miles of the French fort, 


where we concealed our boats till the evening. We 


then embarked again, and paſſed by Ticonderoga 
undiſcovered, tho? we were ſo near the enemy as to 


hear their centry's watch- word. We judged from 


the 
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the number of their fires, that they had a body of 


about 2000 men, and the lake in this place to be 


near 400 yards wide. About five miles further 
down, we again concealed our boats, and lay by all 
day. We ſaw ſeveral battoes going and coming 
upon the lake. At might we put off again, with a 
deſign to paſs by Crown Point, but afterwards 
judged it imprudent by reaſon of the clearneſs of 
the night, ſo lay concealed again the next day, when 
near a hundred boats paſſed by us, ſeven of which 


came very neat the point where we were, and would 


have landed there; but the officer inſiſted, in our 
hearing, upon going about 150 yards further, where 
they landed, and dined in our view. About nine 


o'clock we re-imbarked, and paſſed the fort at 


Crown Point, and again concealed our boats at a- 
bout 10 miles diſtance from it. This day, being 
July 7th, zo boats, and a ſchooner of about 30 or 
40 tons, paſſed by us towards Canada, We ſet out 
again in the evening, and landed about fifteen miles 
further down, from which place I ſent a party for 


further diſcovery, who brought intelligence of a 
ſchooner at anchor, about a mile from us; we imme- 
diately lightened our boats, and prepared to board 
her; but were prevented by two lighters coming 
up the lake, who, we found intended to land where 


we were Poſted ; theſe we fired upon, then haile d 
them, and offered them quarters, if they would 


come aſhore ; but they haſtily puſhed towards the 
| 95 955 oppoſite 


1 20 J 


5ppoſite ſhore, where we purſued and intercepted 
them: we found their number to be twelve, three 
of which were killed by our fire, and two wounded, 
one of them in ſuch a manner that he ſoon died. 
We ſunk and deſiroyed their veſſels and cargoes, 
winch conſiſted chiefly of wheat and flour, wine 
and brandy ; ſome few caſks of the latter we care- 
fully concealed. The priſoners informed us, that 


which were not far behind on their paſſage, which 
induced us to haſten our return to our gafriſon, 
where, with our priſoners, we ſafely arrived the 
5th of July. "Theſe priſoners, upon examination, 
reported, © That a great number of regular troops 
and militia were aſſembling at Chamblee, and de- 
ſtined for Carillon, or Ticonderoga *: that great 
quantitics of proviſions were tranſporting there, and 
a new General + with two regiments lately arrived 
from France: that there was no talk of any deſign 
upon our Forts on this ſide; but that a party of 300 
French, and 20 Indians, had already ſet out to in- 
tercept our convoys of proviſions between Albany 
and Lake George: that 60 livres was the reward for 
5 an 


® The former is the French, the latter the Indian name, ſig- 
niſying the meeting or confluence of three waters. 

＋ The Marquis de Montcalm, who commanded in the reduc- 
tion of Oſwe go this year, and of Fort William-Heory, the year 
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they were a part of 500 men, the remainder of. 


1 1 


an Engliſh ſcalp, and that the priſoners were ſold 


in Canada for 50 crowns each: that their proſpect 


of an harveſt was very encouraging, but that the 
ſmall-pox made great havock amongſt the inhabi- 
tants.? About the time of my ſetting out upon 


this ſcout, Major General Shirley was ſuperſeded. 


in his command by Major General Abercrombie,, 
who arrived at the head-quarters in Albany on the 
25th of June, and brought with him two regiments 
of regular troops from England, I therefore, upon 


my return, wrote to his Excellency, deſiring leave 


to lay before him the minutes of my laſt ſcout, and 


to recommend to his conſideration an augmentation. 
of the rangers. The General permitted me, with 
my brother Richard Rogers, to wait upon him at 
Albany. In this interview we diſcourſed on the ſub. 


jet of my letter, in conſequence of which he im- 
mediately ordered a new company of rangers to 
be raiſed, and gave the command of it to my bro- 


ther , appointed Noah Johnſon, my former En- 
ſign, his Firſt Lieutenant, Nathaniel Abbot his 


Second Lieutenant, and Caleb Page his Enſign, 
John Stark, formerly my Second Lieutenant, was 
appointed my Firſt, John M*Curdy ſucceeded to 
bis place, and Jonathan Burbank was appointed 


my Enſign. - Auguſt 
4 


* He compleated his company in 28 days, and by the Ge- 
neral's orders, went up Mohawke river, to ſerve 27 a ſcouting 


Party for the troops that way. 


22 ] 
Auguſt 2, 1756. Agreeable to orders received 
of General Abercrombie at Albany, the 23d of 
July, T embarked this day at Fort William-Henry, 
on board one of the lighters built there this ſum- 
mer, with twenty-five of my company, in order to 
reconnoitre the enemy at Ticonderoga and Crown _ | 
Point, and ſixty men under Capt. Larnard of the : 
Provincials, who had General Winſlow's || orders . 
to proceed with his men to the French advanced 
guard; but he not being acquainted with the way 
thither, put himſelf under my command. We lands. 
ed this morning about fifteen miles down Lake 
George, and proceeded with the party till the tg 
in the evening, and encamped about a mile from 
the advanced guard. The 5th in the morning we 
muſtered the whole party, and got to the ſummit of 
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a hill, weſt of the advanced guard, where we diſ- 9 
covered two advanced poſts, which I then imagined 7 
„ was the whole of the guard, one of them on the | 
N weſt-ſide, half a mile ſouthward of Lake Cham- 4 
plain, the other on the eaſt-ſide of the Lake, op- 5 


poſite the former, at the old Indian carrying: place. 
We judged there were about 400 men on the eaſt, 
and 200 on the weſt. After deliberating with Capt. 
Larnard upon the ſtrength and diſpoſition of the 

| enemy, 


r © os OT He Tonk. 


|| General Winſlow commanded the provincial troops this year 
by virtue of a commiſſion from the ſeveral provinces, 'who were 
concerned in 1753, in the ſame expedition, and was now with 
the greateſt part of the provincial troops at Lake George, 
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enemy, and the report of our advanced party we, 
concluded it unadviſeable to continue there any 
longer. He returned towards Fort William-Henry, 
and I went on with my own party till we came 
within view of Ticonderoga Fort, where, from an 
eminence, I diſcovered the ſituation, but could not 
aſcertain the ſtrength of it to my ſatisfaction. 


Auguſt 6, I went down towards Crown Point, 
by the weſt-ſide of Lake Champlain, and diſcovered 
ſeveral battoes paſſing from that place to 'Ticonde- 
roga with troops on board. We. then proceeded 
to the place where we burnt the village, as men- 


| tioned before, and there encamped, and perceived 


a party ſallying out, driving a number of horſes to 
feed. | | 


The 7th we lay in ambuſh by the road, with a 
deſign to intercept ſuch as might come out to drive 
in the cattle ; but no one appearing for that pur- 
poſe, we approached nearer, to within half a mile 
of the fort, where we were diſcovered by two 
Frenchmen, before they were in our power. . This 
accident obliged us to make a retreat; in which we 
killed upwards of forty cattle. We arrived at Fort 
Willam-Henry, Auguſt 10. 


A company of Stockbridge Indians was this year 
employed in his Majeſty's ſervice, commanded by 
| B F Indian 
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Indian officers, properly commiſſioned by! General 
Shirley, before he was ſuperſeded in his command. 
General Abercrombie was ſomewhat at a lofs how 


to diſpoſe of this company, and applied to Sir 
William Johnſon, who adviſed, that a part *, viz- 
thirty privates and a Lieutenant, ſhould ſcout and 

icour the woods under my direction, which party 


had arrived while I was out upon my laſt ſcout, and 
Lieutenant Stark had ſtrengthened their party with 
ſome of our people, and ſent them out with parti- 


cular directions what route to take, the day before 


1 arrived. 


About this time his Excellency the Earl of Lou- 
doun arrived at Albany, and had taken upon hing 
the command of the army, to whom I applied as 


had done before to Gen. Abercrombie, tranſmit-. 


ting to him an account of the Indian ſcout above- 
mentioned (who returned the 13th with two French 
fcalps, agrecable to their barbarous cuſtom) and 
defiring that with them I might attempt to pene- 
trate into Canada, and diſtreſs the inhabitants, by 
burning their harveſt (now nearly ripe) and deſtroy- 
ing their cattle. 


Accordingly, Auguſt 16, weembarked in whale. 


boats in two departments, the one commanded by 
Lieutenant 


The remainder of this Indian company, with their Captain, 
were ſent to Saratoga, to be under the direction of Colonel Burton. 


. 25 ] 


Lieutenant Stark, the other by myſelf. —The next 
morning we joined each other, at which time alſo 
fell in with us a party of eight Mohocks, who had 
marched out from Fort William- Henry the day be- 


fore. We then marched directly to the place where 


we left our whale- boats the 7th of July, proceeding 
about twenty-five miles northward of Crown Point 
fort, on the weſt-ſide of Lake Champlain, where 
we all (excepting one man who ſtrayed from us 
and returned) arrived ſafe the 24th. We embarked 
again in our boats, and ſteered down the lake to- 
ward St. John's. The 25th we proceeded twenty 
miles further, and' about midnight diſcovered a 
ſchooner ſtanding up the lake with a fair wind' to- 
wards Crown Point ; they paſſed us ſo ſwiftly that- 
we could not poſſibly board her, as we intended: 


The 26th we landed, and the Mohocks left us to 
join another party of theirs then out on a ſcout. 


The 27th we got on a point, with a deſign to 
Intercept the enemy's battoes, that might paſs up 


and down the lake; but not diſcovering any, and 


our proviſjons growing ſhort, we returned up the 


lake, and landed eight miles north of the fort at 


Crown Point, on the eaſt· ſide of the lake. 


The 29th in the morning we marched to a vil- 
lage Ag eaſt of the fort, and in our way took pri- 


{one 78, 
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ſoners, a man, his wife, and daughter, (a girl about 
fourteen years of age); with theſe priſoners we re- 
turned, and arrived ſafe at Fort William-Henry, 
Sept. 22, 1756. 


The man- priſoner, above-mentioned, upon exa- 


mination, reported, That he was born at Vaiſac, 


8c 
4c 
ec 
c 
ce 
1e 
cc 
ce 
cc 
ct 
« 
«c 
6e 
cc 
4c 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


«c 


60 


$ 


- 


in the province of Guienne in France: that he 
had been in Canada about fifteen years, and in 


the colonies ſervice about fix, and two years at 


Crown Point: that there were only 300 men at 
Crown Point, and thoſe chiefly inhabitants of 
the adjacent villages ; that there were 4000 men 
at Ticonderoga or Carillon, 1 500 of which were 
regular troops, who had a ſufficiency of all kinds 


of proviſions: that he never was at Ticonderoga 
or at the advance guard, but heard there were 


only fifteen men at the latter: that the French 
had 600 Indians at Ticonderoga, and expected 
600 more: that 1200 were arrived at Quebec 


for Carillon, which laſt 1800 were under the 
command of Monſ. Scipio de la Maſure: that 
they had a great quantity of cannon, mortars» 


ſhells, &c. at Ticonderoga, but he did not know 
the number or quantity: that they expected the 


above re- inforcement in two or three days at 


Ticonderoga, having ſent boats to Montreal to 
fetch them: that they underſtood by a letter that 


Oſwego had fallen into their hands, but the news 


cc Was 


E 


ee was not confirmed: that they had heard we in- 


« tended to inveſt Carillon, but did not know what 


«© movements were intended on their ſide ſhould 
« we neglect it: that they had 150 battoes on Lake 
« Champlain, which were kept at Carillon, thirty- 
4 five of which conſtantly plied between Montreal 
& and that fortreſs: that Monſ. Montcalm com- 
« manded at Frontiniac with 5000 men, but did 
« not know whether theſe troops were regulars or 


« provincials: that a great number of veſſels had 
« arrived at Canada with proviſions and military 
« ſtores: that they heard we had ſeveral ſhips in 
« the river St. Lawrence: that Monſ. le Conte 


«© de Levi commanded at Carillon, and came laſt 
« May from France; and that, ſince the two laſt 
« ſhallops or lighters (before-mentioned) were 
« taken, they had augmented the number of men 
« on board the large ſchooner in Lake Champlain 
© from twelve to thirty.” 


Upon my return to the fort, I received orders 


from my Lord Loudoun to wait upon Col. Burton, 


of the 48th regiment, for inſtructions, he being then 


poſted at Saratoga. By him I was ordered to re- 


turn to my company at Fort William-Henry, and 


march them to the South Bay, thence eaſt to the 


Wood Creek, then to croſs it ſoutherly, oppoſite 


to Saratoga, and return and make my report to him. 


In 


— — — —— — 


| 
| 
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In this tour we apprehended four deſerters from 
Otway's regiment, who were going to the enemy, 
and whom I ſent back to Fort Edward, with a part 


of my detachment, under the command of Lieute- 


nant Stark, and proceeded with the remainder to 


compleat my orders, after which I returned to Sa- 
ratoga to make my report. 


There I met my brother Capt. Richard Rogers 
with his company, he being ordered back from 
Mohock river, to join me with the remainder of 
the Stockbridge Indians; and I marched both com- 
panies to Fort Edward, where I was ordered to 


form an encampment. A part of the Indian com- 


pany were ſent. out to the eaſt- ſide of Lake Cham. 
plain to alarm the enemy at Ticonderoga, whilſt I, 
with a detachment of my own, and Capt. Richard 
Rogers's company, was ordered on another party 


down Lake George, in whale- boats, and the re- 
mainder of the companies were employed in recon- 


noitering round the encampment, and alſo ſerved 
as flankers to the parties that guarded proviſions to: 


Lake George. Capt. Jacob, who commanded the 
Indian party before-mentioned, returned two days. 


before me with four French ſcalps, which they took. 
oppoſite to Ticonderoga on the eaſt - fide. 


| Sept. 7, 1756. Agreeable to orders, I this day, 
ambarked. on Lake George, with a party of 10ur- 
teen 
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teen men in a whale-boat, which we landed, and 
concealed the evening following, on the eaſt ſnore, 
about four miles ſouth of the French advance guard. 


Here I divided my party, taking ſeven men with me 
Jeaving the remainder in charge of Mr. Chalmer (a 

volunteer ſent me by Sir John Sinclair) with orders, 
upon his diſcovering the enemy's boats going up the 
lake, & c. to make the beſt of his way with the in- 
telligence to Fort William-Henry. 


I was the gth current within half a mile of Ti- 


conderoga fort, where I endeavoured: to reconnoi- 


tre the enemy's works and ſtrength; They were 


engaged in raiſing the walls of the fort, and had 
erected a large block-houſe near the ſouth-eaſt 
corner of the fort, with ports in it for cannon, Eaft 


from the block-houſe was a battery, which I ima- 


gined commanded the lake. I diſco-:red five hou- 
ſes ſouth of the fort cloſe to the watcr-tide, and 160 
tents ſouth-weſt of the fort, and tweuty-ſeven bat- 
toes Hauled ppon the beach. 


Next morning, with cnc private, T went to view 


the falls betwixt Lake Champlain and Lake George 


(where I had heard the ex oon of era guns 
the evening before and had that time ſent Serſeant 
Henry to diſcover the reaſon of it) lea wg ihe re- 
mainder of my party in charge of Mr Gilits, ano- 
ther volunteer, to wait our return. Serjeant Eenry 


followed. 


—— 
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followed ſoon after me, and reported, that the 
« French were building a ſmall fort at the head of 


cc the falls on the eaſt- ſide of the lake; that he alſo 
% diſcovered their guard to the weſtward, and ima- 


* gined both conſiſted of 500 men.“ I returned, 


after finding the French were engaged in building 


a ſaw-mill at the lower end of the falls, and found 


my boats with proviſions left, as Iſuppoſe, by Mr. 
Chalmer and his party, whom I waited for till 
ſeven o'clock next day; but he not returning, and 
I judging from their tracks that they were returned 
to Fort. William-Henry, we likewiſe began our 
return, and arrived ſafe the 11th of September, 
where I found Mr. Chalmer and the party left 
with him, he having punQually obeyed the orders 
given him above. Upon my return, I communi- 
cated my obſervations upon the Lakes George and 
Champlain to my Lord Loudoun, giving him as juſt 
a deſcription as I could of their ſituation. 


September 24, General abs iſſued out 


orders, that three commiſſioned officers of the 


rangers, with 20 privates each, ſhould reconnoitre 


the Wood Creek, South Bay and Ticonderoga; 


and theſe were alternately ſent out, ſo that a conti- 
nual ſcout was kept up for a conſiderable time. 


October 22, 1756. The greateſt part of the 


army was now at Fort-Edward, under the com- 


mand 


eee 
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mand of General Abercrombie, and Lord Lou- 
doun arriving about this time with the remainder, it 
was generally expected that the army would croſs 
the lake, and endeavour to reduce the French forts, 
notwithſtanding the ſeaſon was ſo far advanced; but 
his Lordſhip taking into conſideration the probab- 
ility that thoſe lakes would freeze (which they gen- 
erally doin the month of December) in which caſe 
no ſupplies could be had from, nor any communi— 
cation kept up with Fort Willam-Henry ; he de. 
termined to deſiſt from this deſign, and contented 
himſelf with keeping the field till Monſ Montcalm 


retired to winter-quarters, and accordingly ſought 
all opportunities to learn his ſituation and move= 


ments, 


Agreeable to orders from his Lordſhip, I this day 
embarked in two whale-boats, with a party of twen- 
ty men, upon Lake George, with an intent to bring 
a priſoner from Ticonderoga. We paſſed the 
Narrows twenty miles from our embarkation, when 
Capt. Shephard (who was made a captive in Auguſt 
laſt and carried to Canada) hailed our boat ; I knew 
his voice, and took him on board with three other 
men, one of whom was taken with him. He re- 
Ported, that he left Canada fifteen days before. I 
went on my courſe till the 27th, towards Caril- 
lon, and landed that night on the weſt-ſide of the 
lake, concealed our boats, and travelled by land to 


within 
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within a mile of the fort. I kept ſpies out the day 
after to improve any opportunity that might offer, 


and the next day ſent them ſtill nearer, but to no 


good purpoſe: I at length diſcovered rwo men 


centries to the piquet guard of the French army, 


one of which was poſted on the road that leads 
from the fort to the woods: 1 took five of my par- 


ty, and marched directly down the road in the mid- 


dle of the day, till we were challenged by the cen- 


try. I anſwered in French, ſigniiying that we were 
friends; the centinel was thereby deceived, till I 


came cloſe to him, when perceiving his miſtake, 
in great ſurprize he called, Qui etes vous ? ] anſwe- 
red Rogers, and led him from his poſt in great 
haſte, cutting his breeches and coat from him, 
that he might march with the greater eaſe and 
expedition. With this priſoner we arrived at Fort 
William-Henry, Oct. 31, 1756. Upon examination, 
he reported, 'Fhat he belonged to the regi- 
© ment of Languedoc: that he left Breſt laſt A- 
& pril was a twelve- month, and had ſerved ſince 
& at Lake Champlain, Crown Point, and Carillon, 
ce was laſt year with General Dieſkaw in the battle 
« at Fort William-Henry: that they loſt in that en- 
t gagement of regulars, Canadians, and Indians, 2 


C great number: that at Carillon were at this time 


© mounted thirty-ſix pieces of cannon, viz. twelve 
6 eighteen pounders, fifteen twelve pounders, and 
ce nine eight pounders, that at Crown Point were 
60 eighteen 


413 

« eightcen pieces, the largeſt of which were eigh- 

« teen pounders: that Monſ. Monicalm's forces 

| « this year at Carillon were 3000 regulars, and 2000 

« Canadians and Indians: that Montcalm himſelf 

ce was drawn off with one batallion, and that the for- 

e ces then in that neigh ourhood conſiſted of five ba- 

{ © tallions and about 800 Canadians: that the Indi— 
j; « ans were all gone off, 200 of whom talked 
of returning to ſpend the winter at Carillon: that 


ce falls were all drawn in, and that on the caſt con- 
oY ſiſted of 600 men, who were to decamp the 1ſt 


„from Carillon, and that the reſt of che army 
e were under the fort: that they had barracks ſuffi- 
“ cient for 500 men, which he underſtood were 
2 © to quarter there: that they had one ſchooner and 
2 © 200 battoes on on Lake Champlain, and but five 
or {ix on Lake George: that Monſ. the Chevalier 
de Levi commanded in Monſ Montcalm's ab- 
& ſence, and that the Canadians were commanded 


* Monſ. Monicalm went off, he ſaid he had done 
* enough for this year, and would take Fort Will- 
| © liam Henry early in the ſpring ; that the French 
* had taken four of Captain Rogers's whale-boats 
e in lake Champlain: that when he was taken pri- 
* ſoner, he imagined himſelf to be about a gun-ſhot 


=. 


« the advanced guard on the weſt-ſide abo the 


& of November: that they had a camp of five bat- 
« allions and ſixty Canavians, about half a league 


« by Meſſieurs Le Corn and Columbie : that when 


1 and | 
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& and half fon the fort, and that the French camp 
| « was pretty healthy.” 


From this time we were conſtantly employed in 
_ patrolling the woods about Fort Edward till the 
19th of November 1756, when I had his Lord- 
ſhip's orders to take another excurſion down the 
Lake. Captain Abercrombie, Aid-de-camp and 
nephew to General Abercrombie, did me the ho- 
nour to accompany me; but nothing material be- 
ing in our power to effect, except taking a view of 
the fort and works of the enemy at Ticonderoga, 
we returned ſafe to Fort Edward the 25th in the 
evening. 


About this time his Lordſhip drew off the main 
body of the troops from Fort Edward to be quar- 
: tered at Albany and New Tork. 


Both armies being now retired to winter-quar- 
ters, nothing material happened to the end of 
this year. The rangers were ſtationed at the Forts 
William-Henry and Edward, to which alſo two 
F new companies of rangers were ſent this fall, com- 
| manded by Captain Spikeman and Captain Hobbs, 

in one of which my brother James Rogers was ap- 
pointed an Enſign. 


Theſe 
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Theſe two companies were ſttationed at Fort 


| William-Henry, mine and my brother Richard's at 
| Fort E dward. 


Captain Richard Rogers had leave go into 
New England for recruits to complete our two 
| companies. He this winter waited upon the go- 

vernment of Boſton, to obtain pay for our ſervices 
in the winter 1755 before-mentioned, but could 
obtain none, notwithſtanding Lord Loudoun, who 
was then at Boſton, generouſly ſupported and en- 
forced our ſolicitations with his intereſt, | 


January 15, 1757. Agreeable to orders from 
the commanding officer at Fort Edward, I this day 
= marched with my own Lieutenant Mr. Stark, En- 
| 1 ſign Page of Captain Richard Rogers's company, 
and fifty privates of ſaid companies, to Fort Willi- 
am-Henry, where we were employed in providing 
proviſions, ſnow-ſhoes, &c. till the 17th, when 
being joined by Captain Spikeman, Lieutenant 
5 Kennedy and Enſign Brewer of his company, and 
' fourteen of their men, together with Enſign James 
Rogers, and fourteen men of Captain Hobbs's 
3 company, and Mr, Baker, a volunteer of the 44th 
? regiment of foot, we began our march on the ice 
down Lake George, and at night encamped on 
the eaſt-ſide of the Firſt Narrows. The next mor- 
7 ning, finding that ſome of the detachment had hurt 
'M themſelves 
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themſelves in the march the day before, as many 
were diſmiſſed to return to the fort, as reduced our 
ant to ſeventy-four men, officers included. 


The 18th we marched twelve miles down the 
lake, and encamped on the weſt- ſide of it. 


The 19th we marched three miles from our 
encampment further down the lake, and then 
took the land, and, upon ſnow-ſhoes, travelled 
north-weſt about eight miles from our landing, and 
three from the lake, where we encamped. 


The 20th we marched north-by-eaſt the whole 
day, and at night encamped on the weſtern ſide, 
oppoſite to, and about three miles diſtant from lake 
Champlain. 


The 21ſt we marched eaſt, till we came to the 
lake, about mid-way between Crown Point and 
Ticonderoga, and immediately diſcovered a fed 


going from the latter to the former. I ordered L ieu- BY 


tenant Stark, with twenty men to head the led, FR 
while I, with a party, marched the other way to 1 
prevent its retreating back again, leaving Cap--“ 
tain Spikeman in the center with the remainder. “ 
I ſoon diſcovered eight or ten ſleds more follow- 
ing down the lake, and endeavoured to give Mr. 1 
Stark intelligence of it before he ſallied on the lake 

and 
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and diſcovered himſelf to them, but could not. 
They all haſtily returned towards Ticonderoga. 
We purſued them, and took ſeven priſoners, three 
ſleds, and ſix horſes; the remainder made their 
| eſcape. We examined the captives ſeparately, 
who reported, That 200 Canadians and 45 Indians 

„ were juft arrived at Ticonderoga, and were to 
ce be reinforced that evening, or next morning, 
by fifty Indians more from Crown Point: that 
there were 600 regular troops at that fortreſs, 
and 350 at Ticonderoga, where they ſoon 
expected a large number of troops, who in the 


c«c 
cc 
cc 
te 
cc 


« large magazines of proviſions in their forts, 


and that tha above-mentioned party were well 
equipped, and in a condition to march upon a- 
ny emergency at the leaſt notice, and were de- 


ce 
cc 


6c 
cc 


« between the forts.?? 


From this account of things, and knowing that 
thoſe who eſcaped would give early notice of us at 
Ticonderoga, I concluded it beſt to return; and 
ordered the-party, with the utmoſt expedition, to 
march to the fires we had kindled the night before, 
and prepare for a battle, if it ſhould be offered, by 
drying our guns, it being a rainy day, which we ef- 
teQted; and then marched in a ſingle file, myſelf 
and Lieutenant Kennedy in the front, a 

tar 


ſpring were to beſiege our forts: that they had 


ſigned ſoon to way-lay and diſtreſs our convoys 


advantage. After which I ordered Lieutenant Stark 
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Stark in the rear, and Captain Spikeman in the 
center, Enſigns Page and Rogers were between 
the front and center, and Enſign Brewer between 


the center and rear, Serjeant Walker having 


the command of a rear-guard. In this manner 


we advanced half a mile, or thereabouts, over 
broken ground, when paſſing a valley of about 
fifteen rods breadth, the front having reached the 
ſummit of a hill on the weſt-ſide of it ; the enemy, 


who had here drawn up in the form of a halt- 
moon, with a deſign, as we ſuppoſed, to ſurround 
us, ſaluted us with a volley of about 200 ſhot, 
at the diſtance of about five yards from the near- 
eſt or front, and thirty from the rear of their 


party. This fire was about two o'clock in the af- 


ternoon, and proved fatal to Lieutenant Kennedy, 
and Mr Gardner, a volunteer in my company, and 
wounded me and ſeveral others; myſelf, however, 
but ſlightly in the head, We immediately returned 
their fire. I then ordered my men to the oppoſite 
hill, where I ſuppoſed Lieutenant Stark and En- 


ſign Brewer had made a ſtand with forty men to 


cover us, in caſe we were obliged to retreat. We 
were cloſely purſued, and Capt. Spikeman, with 
ſeveral of the party, were killed, and others made 
priſoners. My people, however, beat them back 
by a briſk fire from the hill, which gave us an 
opportunity to aſcend, and poſt ourſelves to 


and 
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and Mr. Baker in the center, with Effign Rogers; 
Serjeants Walter and Phillips, with a party, being 
4 reſerve, to prevent our being flanked, and watch 
the motions of the enemy. Soon after we had thus 
formed ourſelves for battle, the enemy attempted 
to flank us on the right, but the above reſerve 
bravely attacked them, and giving them the firſt 


fire very briſkly, it ſtopped ſeveral from retreating 


to the main body. The enemy then puſhed us 
cloſely in the front; but having the advantage of 
the ground, and being ſheltered by large trees, we 
maintained a continual fire upon them, which 
killed ſeveral, and obliged the reſt to retire to 


their main body. They then attempted to flank | 


us again, but were again met by our reſerved party, 
and repulſed. Mr. Baker about this time was killed. 


We maintained a pretty conſtant fire on both 


ſides, till the darkneſs prevented our ſeeing each 
other, and about ſun- ſet I received a ball thro' my 
hand and wriſt, which diſabled me from loading my 
gun. I however found means to keep my pcople 
from being intimidated by this accident; they gal- 
lantly kept their advantageous ſirgation, till the 
fire ceaſed on both ſides. The enemy, during the 
action, uſed many arts and ſtratagems to induce 
us to ſubmit, ſometimes threatening us with ſeve— 
rity if we refuſed, aſſuring us that they every mo- 


ment expected a large reinforcement, which ſhould 


cut us to pieces without mercy : at other times 
C flattering 
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flattering and cajoling us, declaring it was a pity 
io many brave men ſhould be loſt; that we ſhould, 

upon our ſurrender, be treated with the, aredteſt 
compaſſion and kindneſs; calling me by name, 
they gave me the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their 
eſteem and friendſhip that words could do ; but 
no one being diſmayed by their menaces, or flattered 
by fair promiſes, we told them our numbers were 
ſufficient, and that we were determined to keep 
our ground as long as there were two left to ſtand 
* each other. 


After the action, in which we had a great num- 
ber ſo ſeverely wounded that they could not tra- 
vel without aſſiſtance, and our ammunition being 
nearly expended, and conſidering that we were 
near to Ticonderoga, from whence the enemy 
might eaſily make a deſcent, and overpower us by 
numbers, I thought it expedient to take the 
advantage of the night to retreat, and gave or- 
ders accordingly ; and the next morning arrived at 
Lake George, about ſix miles ſouth of the French 
advanced guard, from whence I diſpatched Lieu- 
tenant Stark with two men to Fort William Hen- 
ry, to procure conveyances for our wounded men 
thither; and the next morning we were met by a 
party of fifteen men and a ſled, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Buckley, of Hobbs's company 


of Rangers, at the firſt narrows at Lake yore 
ur 
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tive ſtations who ſhould excel. 
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Our whole party, which now conſiſted of only 


forty-eight effective, and fix wounded men, arrt- 
ved at Fort William Henry the ſame evening, be- 


ing the 23d of January 1757. 


The neareſt computation we could make of the 
number which attacked us, was, that it conſiſted 


of about 250 French and Indians; and we after- 


7 
wards had an account from the enemy, that their 


loſs in this action, of thoſe killed, and who after- 
wards died of their wounds, amounted to 116 men, 
Both the officers and ſoldiers I had the honour to 


; command, who ſurvivedthe firſt on'et, behaved 


with the moſt undaunted bravery and reſolution, 
and ſeemed to vie with each other in their reſpec- 


( 49 )] | 


flattering and cajoling us, declaring it was a pity 
io many brave men ſhould be loſt; that we ſhould, ; 
upon our ſurrender, be treated with the, greateſt: 
compaſſion and . kindneſs ; calling me by names» 


they gave me the firovgelt: aſſurances of their 


eſteem and friendſhip that words could do; but 
no one being diſmayed by their menaces, or lettered 


by fair promiſes, we told them our numbers were 


ſufficient, and that we were determined to keep 
our ground as long as there were two left to ſtand 
by each other, 7 ht 


After the alan. in which we had a great num- 
ber ſo ſeverely wounded that they could not tra- 
vel without aſſiſtance, and our ammunition being 
nearly expended, and conſidering that we were 
near to Ticonderoga, from whence the enemy 
might eaſily make a deſcent, and overpower us by 
numbers, I thought it expedient to take the 
advantage of the night to retreat, and gave or- 
ders accordingly; and the next morning arrived at 
Lake George, about ſix miles ſouth of the French 
advanced guard, from whence I diſpatched Lieu- 


| tenant Stark with two men to Fort William Hen- 


ry, to procure conveyances for our wounded men 
thither; and the next morning we were met by a 
party of fifteen men and a fled, under the com- 
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Our whole party, which now conſiſted of only 
forty-eight effective, and fix wounded men, arri- 


ved at Fort William Henry the ſame evening, be- 
ing the 23d of January 1757. 


The neareſt computation we could make of the 
number which attacked us, was, that it conſiſted 
of about 250 French and Indians; and we after- 


wards had an account from the enemy, that their 


loſs in this action, of thoſe killed, and who after- 
wards died of their wounds, amounted to 116 men. 

Both the officers and ſoldiers I had the honour to 
command, who ſurvivedthe firſt onſet, behaved 


with the moſt undaunted bravery and reſolution, 
and ſeemed to vie with each other in their reſpec- 
tive ſtations who ſhould excel. | 
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The following is the RxTurn which was made of the Killed, 
Wounded, and Mifling, in the above action. 


72K Captain Robert Rogers | ——- | wouno 
Mr. Baker, Volunteer [Killed] —— ]- 
3 Mr. Gardner, ditto ditto | — ( 
Thomas Henſon eee 
8 [Serjeant Martin — —1 tto : 
Thomas Burnſide n ditto 5 
« [Serjeant Henry |—— [miſſing \ | 
2 | William Morris J— ditto 22 R | 
© | John Morriſon —— | ditto J——| |: 
S . Joſeph Stephens [ditto ; | — 4 
FS | Ben arein Woodall |-— | ditto | —— 1 
A David Kemble {=o} Onto} A; [| 
¶Enſign Caleb Page Jditto | —J— | 4 
— © 1David Page — 7 ct 
. ; 
ZhSerjean Jon. Howard |itto | —— | [1 
Phineas Kemp ditto | —— ( — 7 
= [John Edmonds Jitto | — —— F 
Thomas Farmer ; ditto — — 
8 | Emanuel Lapartaquer ditto | — [—| 7 
4 Capt. Spikeman ditto | [—— 4 
| = | Lieut. Kennedy ditto 3 
5 Robert Avery Aditto | — po ; 
Thomas Brown 1 ditto 
Samuel Fiſk ditto | » ; 4 
2 Serjeant Moore —— | ditto 1 
© | John Cahall I — |] ditto 
| Total, --- 14 6 6 3 


N. B. Thoſe returned as miſſing, we afterwards I 
found had been taken priſoners by the enemy. | 
Having 
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Having laid this return before Major Sparks, 
commanding officer at Fort Edward, he tranſmitted 


the ſame to the General; and the 3oth of Janu- 
ary following, I wrote to Capt. James Abercrom- 


bie, then at Albany, recommending ſuch officers 


as I thought moſt deſerving, to fill up the vacan- 
cies occaſioned by our late action, among whom 


were Lieutenant Stark to be Captain of Spike- 5 


man's company, and Serjeant Joſhua. Martin to be 


Enſign in Captain Richard Rogers's company; and. 


I alſo mentioned ſeveral things in favour of the Ran- 
gers. In conſequence ofwhich I received the fol- 
lowing anſwer. 
. Albany, Feb. 6, 1757. 
6 The General received your letter that was 
ſent, by Major Sparks, and returns you and your 
men thanks. for their behaviour, and has recom- 


mended. both you and them ſtrongly. to my Lord 


Loudoun, as alſo that they have payment for the 
priſoners they took. Upon receiving an account 
of your ſkirmiſh we ſent an expreſs to Boſton, and, 
by the ſaid opportunity, recommended, for. Spike» 
man's company, your brother * for a; Lieutenant. 
We expect the expreſs. back in a day or two, by 
whom I dare ſay, we ſhall have my Lord's approba- 
tion of the Rangers. Pleaſe to ſend me the names 
of the officers you would recommend for, your o 
3 com- 

* James Rogers. 
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company, and alſo to fill up the vacancies in the others; 
as I am certain you have the good of the ſervice at 
heart,-your recommendation will be paid great re- 
gard to. I yeſterday received your's of the 30th of 
January. You cannot imagine how all ranks of people 


here are pleaſed with your conduQt,and your mens be- 


haviour ; for my part, it is no more than I expected: 
I was fo pleaſed with their appearance when I was 
out with them, that I took it for granted they 
would behave well whenever they met the enemy. 


When I returned I reported them as ſuch, and am 


glad they have anſwered my — 


an heartily ſorry for Spikeman and Kenne- 
dy, who I imagined would have turned out well, as 
likewiſe for the men you have loſt ; but it is impoſ- 


fible to play at bowls without meeting with rubs. 


We muſt try to revenge the loſs of them. There 


is few people that will believe it; but upon ho- 


Nour, IJ could be glad to have boon with you, that 
i might have learned the manner of fighting in 
this country. The chance of being ſhot is all ſtuff, 
and King William's opinion and principle is much 
the beſt for a ſoldier, viz. © that every bullet has 
its billet, ?? and that“ it is allotted how every man 
ſhall die;“ ſo that I am certain that every one will 
agree, that it is better to die with the reputation of 
a brave man, fighting for his country in a good cauſe, 
than either ſhamefully running away to ne 
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one's life, or lingering out an old age, and dying in 
one's bed, without having done his ee or his 


King any ſervice. 


£ The hiſtories of this country, particularly, are 
full of the unheard-of cruelties committed by the 


French, and the Indians, by their inſtigation, which 


1 think every brave man ought to do his utmoſt to 
humble that haughty nation, or reduce their bounds 


of conqueſt in this country to a narrow limit. As 


ſoon as General Abercrombie receives my Lord's 


inſtructions. in regard to the. Rangers, 1 ſhall ſend 


you notice of it; in the interim, I hope you'll get 

the better of your wound. If I can be of any ſer- 

vice to you or your men as long as they continue 

to Wehe de ſo well, you may command Tp 
78 . Your moſt hümble ſeryant, f 


12 VO mY bt vn * Fatiies Abercrombie, 
Robert laber, e eee Ts de by ws m3; 


My wound growing Sa l was obliged to . 


pair to Albany for better aſſiſtance, and there re- 


ceived the following oinſiruSions:: from General 


Abercrombie, in. 241: out bas 4 ed er! 


— - , 4 
” f * 


Inſtructions for Capt. RoBERT ROG ERS. 


« His Excellency the Earl of Loudoun having 
given authority to me to augment the company of 
Rangers under your command, to 100 men 
each, viz, VV One 
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One Captain, 5 

Two Lieutenants, . upon an Engliſh pay 1 
One Enſign, 31170 

Four Serjeants at 48. each, New York currency; 
100 private men, at 28. and 6d. each ditto per day; 
« And whereas there are ſome private men of your 
company ſerving at preſent upon higher pay than 
the above eſtabliſhment, you are at liberty to diſ- 
charge them, in caſe they refuſe to ſerve at the ſaid 


eſtabliſhment, as ſoon as you have other men to re- 


place them. If your men agree to remain with 
you and ſerve upon the above eſtabliſhment, you 


may aſſure them they will be taken notice of, and be 


firſt provided for; each man to be allowed ten dol- 
lars bounty-money, and to find their own cloaths, 
arms, and blankets, and to ſign a paper ſubjecting 
themſelves to the rules and articles of war, and to 


ſerve during the war. You are to inliſt no vagrants, 


but ſuch as you and your officers are acquainted 


with, and who are every way qualified for the duty 


of: Rangers; and you and your officers. are to uſe 


your- beſt endeavours to complete your companies 


as ſoon as poſſible, and bring them to Fort Edward. 


e Iuames Abercrombie, 
Major General.” 


About this time 1 again wrote to his Lordſhip, 


earneſily ſoliciting his friendly inter poſition and aſ- 
fiſtance, 


1 1 


ſiſtance, to obtain from the government here, an 


order for payment of what was due to me and my 


men, for our reſpective ſervices during the winter 
1755; but if that could not be obtained, that he 
would be pleaſed: to direct me what method to take 
for the recovery thereof. Whereto his Lordſhip 
replied, that as theſe ſervices were antecedent to 
his command. here, it was not in his power to re- 
ward them. General Amherſt, afterwards, on a like 
plication, gave me much the ſame anſwer. 


Theſe applications not being attended with any 


ſucceſs, and ſuits of law being afterwards commen- 
ced againſt me, by, and on the behalf of thoſe who 
ſerved under me in that campaign, and verdiQts ob- 


tained in their favour, I was not only obliged to 


anſwer their ſeveral demands, to the amount of 
L. 828: 3: 3 ſterling, which I paid out of my pri- 
vate fortune, but alſo a conſiderable ſum for law- 
eharges, excluſive of what I ought to have receiv- 
ed for my own ſervices during that ſevere ſeaſon. 


But for all which I have not at any time ſince re- 


ceived one ſhilling conſideration. 


In the fine letter I likewiſe informed: his Lord- 


tip of the death of Capt. Hobbs of the Rangers 


who died a few days before,. and recommended 


Lieutenant Bulkley of the ſame company, as a pro- 


der oo" to fucceed him in that command: 


C 'S March. 
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March 8, I. was taken ill with the ſmall-pox, 
and not able to leave my room till the 15th of 
April following, during which time my officers. 
were recruiting, agreeable to his Lordfhip's inſtruc- 
tions. Not long after I received the following letter 
from Capt. Abercrombie. 


Sir, New Fork, April 22, F787: 


« As there | 18 another ranging company ſent up 


to Albany, with orders to proceed to the forts, you 


will acquaint Colonel Gage, that it is my Lord 
Loudoun's orders, that the two companies at Fort 
William- Henry, and your own from Fort Edward, 

come down immediately to Albany, to be ready to 
embark for this place. Shew this letter to Colonel 


Gage, that he may acquaint Colonel Monro of his 


Lordſhip's orders, and that quarters may be provid- 


ed for your companies in the houſes about Albany. 


Lou will take particular care that the companies 
have provided themſclves with all neceſſaries, and 
fee that they are complete and good men. Since 
his Lordſhip has put it in your charge, I hope you 
will be very diligent in executing the. truſt, for, 
upon a review of the men, if any are found inſuffi- 
cient for the ſervice, the blame will be laid upon 
vou. If the officers of this ranging company that 
is gone up, are not acquainted with the woods a- 
bout Fort Willam- Henry, your brother muſt ſend 

ſome 


. 4 1 


ſome « officers and men of his company along yith 
them, to let . know the different ſcouts. 2 
5 I am, Sir, 5 


969 "OEM: 7 8 „ £5, x ; ; 
dS 14443 9 2. ; 13 4» 


"7 DC; mol humble ſervant, 


T; Capt. 5 5 L | 4 | James Abercrombie, 
Rebert Rogers, HRT 55 92 de Camp.“ 
3 Albany. : Ge 


| Capt. Richard Rogers, with his own, and the 
new. company of Rangers before-mentioned, which 
was raiſed in the Jerfies, and commanded by Capt. 


Burgin, being left at Fort William-Henry, my own 


company from Fort-Edward, and Capt. Stark's 
and Capt. Bulkeley's from Fort William-Henry, 


agreeable to the above inſtructions, marched down 


to Albany, and from thence embarked for New 
York, where we were joined by another new-raiſed 
company of Rangers, under the command of Capt. 
Shephard from New Hampſhire, and after ſome 
ſmall ſtay there, re-embarked on board a tranſport, 

and left Sandy Hook on the 20th of June, with % 
fleet of near an hundred ſail, bound to Halifax; 
where we ſoon arrived, and, according to orders, 
F encamped on the Dartmouth ſide of the harbour, 
while the army lay encamped on the Halifax-ſide- 


The Rangers were here employed in various. ſer- 
vices. 


On 


* 
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On July. 3d, by, orders, I commanded, 4 party to 


Lawrence Town, and from thence to Schitzcook ; 


ſome were left there to cut and make up hay in the 
meadows, for the horſes intended to be uſed in an 
expedition to Louiſburg ; others covered the hay- 
makers, and others were diſpatched on ſcouts, . to 
make diſcoyeries.; z in one of which two, deſerters 


from the 45th regiment were ſeized and brought! = 


About the latter end of this month forty Rangers 


were ſent acroſs the iſthmus of Nova Scatia, to the 
ſettlements on the Bay of Fundy, and a party down 
to the north-weſt arm, to ſcour the woods for deſer- 
ters, &c. and brought in en, bein from the 
army and navy. | | 


About this time Admiral, Holbourn arrived with 
a fleet from England, with ſeveral regiments of re- 
gular. troops on board, which were landed, and like- 
wiſe encamped at Halifax, upon which, all ſcouting 
parties were called in; but certain intelligence being 
received that a French ficet of ſuperior force had 
aQually arrived at Louiſburg, the intended expedi- 
tion againſt that place was laid aſide, and thereupon 
the Rangers were remanded back, to che weſſern 
frontiers. 


Great numbers of the Rangers having been car- 
ried off this ſummer by the ſmall-pox, I ſent ſeveral 
of 


11 


of my offers by bis Lordſhip's ; command, to re- 


cruit in New Harpſhire, and the Maſſachuſet's 
provinces, with orders to join me at Albany. 1 


afterwards embarked with the Rangers under my 
command, on board the fleet which carried the re- 
gular troops to New Vork, and. from thence pro- 
ceeded in [mall veſſels up Hudfon's, River to Albany, 
where I was ſoon after joined by the new-Traiſed 
recruits. 


. Len proceeded to Fort Edward, which was the 
only remaining cover to the northern frontiers of 


New York, and the more eaſtern provinces, Fort 
William-Henry * having been taken by the French, 


under the command of Monſ. Montcalm, the Auguſt 
before. General Webb, was then commanding offi- 
cer at Fort Edward, and by his orders we were 
continually employed in patrolling the woods be- 
tween this fort and Ticonderoga. In one of theſe 
parties, my Lord Howe did us the honour to accom- 


pany us, being fond, as he expreſſed himſelf, to 
learn our method of marchiwg, ambuſhing, retreat- 


ing, 


* My brother Captain Richard Rogers died with the Small- 
pox a few days before this fort was beſieged; but ſuch was the 
cruelty and: rage of the enemy after their conqueſt, that they 
dug him up out. of his grave, and ſcalped him. In conſequence 
of the articles of capitulation at the ſurrender of this fort, the 


two compantes of Rangers there. were diſbanded, and diſmiſſed 
the ſervice. 


Mr. Roberts 


Francis Creed 
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ing, & c. and, upon our return, expreſſed his good 


opinion of us very generouſly. 


1 3 (1-34 1 $3 T1; 5 


About this time Lita Loudoun fee e the follgi. 
ing volunteers in the regular troops, to be trained to 


the ranging, or wood-ſervice, under my command 


and inſpection; with particular orders to me to in- 
ſtrut them to the utmoſt of my power in the 


ranging-diſcipline, our methods of marching, re- 


treating, ambuſhing, fighting, &c. that they might 


be the better qualified for any future ſervices againſt 


the enemy we had to contend with, deſiring me to 


take particular notice of each one's. behaviour, and 


to recommend them e to their Herm, Viz, 


Y | 11111 


Walter Crofton of the 4th regiment of 
Mr. Lyſhat foot. WY 


Charles Humbles 


Richard Edlington C 


Andrew Crawley of the 22d ditto 


Thomas Millet 


John Wilcox 
John Wrightſon 
Michael Kent 


of the 27th ditto. 
Mr. Monſel I i 


Alexander 


<0 
" ET” 
J EX. 
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Alexander Robertſon 1 
William Frazier \ 
John Graham 
Andrew Roſs 
William Frazier, jun. 
Archibald Campbell 
Arch. Campbell, jun. 
Auguſ. Campbell 
Charles Menzies 
John Robertſon 


of the 42d ditto. 


Will. Ervin, or Irwin 
Thomas Drought 
William Drought 
Francis Carruthers 
John Clarke 


of the 44th ditto. 


Walter Paterſon 
Mr. Nicholſon 
Richard Boyce 
Charles Perry 
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of the 48th ditto, 4 


Mr. Still 45 
Mr. Hamilton of the 55th difto, 1 
Mr. Young 


Mr. Chrilopher 4 


Allen 


Allen Grant 
Jonathan M<Dongal 
Mr. Friſborough 


Nicholas Ward 
James Hill 


John Schloſer 
George Wardoman 
Francis Barnard- 
Engelbertus Horſt 
Ericke Reinhault _ 
Andrew Wackerberg 
Luhainſans Dekeſar 
Donald M*Bean 
Henry Ven Bebber 
John Boujour 


Edward Crafton 
James Pottinger 
Simon Stephens 
Archibald M Donald 
Hugh Sterling 

Mr. Bridge 


Theſe volunteers I formed into a company by 
themſelves, and took the more immediate com- 
mand and management of them to myſelf ;- and 
for their benefit and inſtruction reduced. into wri- 
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; of the 3d ditto. 


Rangers. 


of the ſecond battalion. 
of Royal Americans. 


of the 4th ditto. 


tin ng 


1 


ting che following rules or plan of diſcipline, which: 
on various occaſions, I had found by experience 


to be neceſfary and advantageous, Viz. 


I. All Rangers are to be ſubje& to the rules and 


articles of war; to appear at roll-call every even- 


ing on their own parade, equipped, each with a 
firelock, ſixty rounds of powder and ball, anda 
hatchet, at which time an officer from each com- 
pany is to inſpe& the ſame, to ſee they are in orders 
ſo as to be ready on any emergency to march at a 


minute's warning; and before they are diſmiſſed, 


the neceſſary guards are to be draughted, and ſcouts 
for the next day e 


I Whenever you are FAY ES. out to the ene. 
mies forts or frontiers for diſcoveries, if your num- 
ber be ſmall, march in a ſingle file, keeping at 
ſuch a diſtance from each other as to prevent one 


ſhot from killing two men, ſending one man, or 


more, forward, and the like on each ſide, at the 


7 diſtance of twenty yards from the main body, if 


3 the ground you march over will admit of it, to 
give the ſignal to the officer of the approach of an 
enemy, and of their number, &c | 


III. If you march over marſhes or ſoft 
1 ground, change your poſition, and march abreaſt 
ol each other to prevent the enemy from tracking 

JON: 


E 

you (as they would do if you marched in a ſing|- 
file) till you get over ſuch ground, and then re— 
ſume your former order, and march till it is quite 
dark before you encamp, which do, if poſſible, on 
a piece of ground that may afford your centric: 
the advantage of ſeeing or hearing the enemy ſome 
conſiderable diſtance, keeping one half of your whole 
Party awake alternately through the night. 

IV. Some time before you come to the place 
you would reconnoitre, make a ſtand, and ſend one 
or twq men in whom you can co:.fide, to look out 
the beſt ground for making your obſervations, 


V. If you have the good fortune to take any 
priſoners, keep them ſeparate, till they are exami- 
ned, and in your return take a different x route from 
that in which you went out, that you may. the bet. 
ter diſcover any party in your rear, and have an 
opportunity, if their ſtrength be ſuperior to yours, 
to alter your courſe, or * Giſperſe, as eines 
may require. | 
VI. If you march in a large body of three or 
four hundred, with a deſign to attack the enemy, 
divide your party into three columns, each headed 
by a proper officer, and let thoſe columns march 
in ſingle files, the columns to the right and left 
keeping at twenty yards diſtance or more from 

that 


* : x 


} 
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that of the center, if the ground will admit, and 
let proper guards be kept in the front and rear, and 


ſuitable flanking parties at a due diſtance as before 
directed, with orders to halt on all eminences, to 


take a view of the ſurrounding ground, to pre- 


vent your being ambuſcaded, and to notify the 
approach or retreat of the enemy, that proper dif- 
poſitions may be made for attacking, defending, 
& c. And if the enemy approach in your front 
on level ground, forma front of your three co- 


lumns or main body with the advanced guard, 


keeping out your flanking parties, as if you were 
marching under the command of truſty officers, 
to prevent the enemy from preſſing hard on either 


of your wings, or ſurrounding you, which 1s the 


uſual method of the ſavages, if their number will 
admit of it, and be careful likewiſe to ſupport and 


ſtrengthen your rear-guard. 


VII. If you are obliged to receive the enemy's 
fire, fall, or ſquat down, till it is over, then riſe and 
diſchargeat them. If their main body is equal to 
yours, extend yourſelves: occaſionally ; but if ſupe- 
rior, be careful to ſupport and ſtrengthen your 
flanking parties, to make them equal to theirs, 
that if poſſible you may repulſe them to their 
main body, in which caſe puſh upon them with 


the greateſt reſolution with equal force in each flank 
and in the center, obſerving to keep at a due diſt- 
ance 


ance from each other, and advance from tree to 
tree, with one half of the party before the other 
ten or twelve yards. If the enemy puſh upon you, 
let your front fire and fall down, and then let 
your rear advance thro' them and do the like, by 
which time thoſe who before were in front will be 
ready to diſcharge again, and repeat the ſame 
alternately, as occaſion ſhall require; by this means 
you will keep up ſuch a conſtant fire, that the 


enemy will not be able eaſily to break your order, 
or gain your ground. 


* 


VIII. If you oblige the enemy to retreat, be 
careful, in your purſuit of them, to keep out your 
flanking parties, and prevent them from gaining 
eminences, or riſing grounds, in which caſe they 


would perhaps be able to rally and repulſe you in 
their turn. 


IX. If you are obliged to retreat, let the 


front of your whole party fire and fall back, till the F 
rear hathdone the ſame, making for the beſt ground 
you can; bythis means you will oblige the enemy 


to purſue you, if they do it at all, in the face of a 
conſtant fire. 


X. If the enemy is ſo ſuperior that you are in 
danger of being ſurrounded by them, let the whole 


body diſperſe, and every one take a different road 
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to the place of rendezvous appointed for that even- 
ing, which muſt every morning be altered and 


fixed for the evening enſuing, in order to bring 
the whole party, or as many of them as poſlible, 
together, aſter any ſeparation that may happen 
in the day; but if you ſhould happen to be actually 
ſurrounded, form yourſelves into a ſquare, or if 


in the woods, a circle is beſt, and, if p-ſſible, 


make a ſtand till the darkneſs of the night fa- 


vours your eſcape. 


XI. If your rear is attacked, the main body and 


flankers muſt face ahout to the right and left, as 
* occaſion ſhall require, and forin themſelves to 


oppoſe the enemy, as before directed; and the 


; | ſame method mult be obſerved, if attacked in either 
of your flanks, by which means you will always 


make a rear of one of your flank- guards. 


XII. If you determine to rally after a retreat, 


in order to make a freſh ſtand againſt the enemy, 
by all means endeavour to do it on the moſt riſing 


ground you come at, which will give you greatly 
the advantage in point of ſituation, and enable you 
to repulſe ſuperior numbers. 


XII. In general, when puſhed upon by the 
enemy, reſerve your fire till they approach very 


4 near, which wall then put them into the greateſt 


ſurprize 
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ſurprize and conſternation, and give you an op- 
pportunity of ruſhing upon them with your hatch- 
ets and cutlaſſes to the better advantage, 


XIV. When you encamp at night, fix your cen- 
tries in ſuch a manner as not to be relieved from 


the main body till morning, profound ſecrecy and 


filence being often of the laſt importance in theſe 
Caſes. Each centry therefore ſhould conſiſt of fix 
men, two of whom muſt be conſtantly alert, and 
when relieved by their fellows, it ſhould be done 


Without noiſe; and in caſe thoſe on duty ſee or 
hear any thing, which alarms them, they are not 


to ſpeak, but one of them is ſilently to retreat, and 
acquaint the commanding officer thereof, that pro- 


per difpoſitions may be made; and all occaſional 
eentries ſhould be fixed in like manner. 


XV. At the firſt dawn of Jay, awake your 
whole detachment; that being the time when the 
ſavages chuſe to fall upon their enemies, you ſhould 


by all means be in readineſs to receive them. 


XVI. If the enemy ſhould be diſcovered by 


your detachments in the morning, and their num- 


bers are ſuperior to yours, and a victory doubtful, 
you ſhould not attack them till the evening, as 
then they will not know your numbers, and if you 

are 


1 --] 


ere repulſed, your retreat will be favoured by the 
darkneſs of the night. 


XVII. Before you leave your encampment, 
ſend out ſmall parties to ſcout round it, to ſee if 
| there be any appearance or track of an enemy that 
might have been near you during the night. 


XVIII. When you flop for refreſhment, chuſe 
© ſome ſpring or rivulet if you can, and diſpoſe your 
party ſo as not to be ſurpriſed, poſting proper guards 
and centries at a due diſtance, and let a ſmall party 
2 waylay the path you came in, leſt the enemy 
2} ſhould be purſuing. 


XIX. If, in your return, you have to croſs rivers, 
avoid the uſual fords as much as poſſible, leſt the 
enemy ſhould have diſcovered, and be there expect- 
ring you. 885 
e | 
d XX. If you have to paſs by lakes, keep at ſome 
diſtance from the edge of the water, leſt, in caſe of 
an ambuſcade or an attack from the enemy, when 
* x in that ſituation, your retreat ſhould be cut off, 


. 2 XXI. If the enemy purſue your rear, take a cir- 
fs i ck till you come to your own tracks, and there 
JU 1 form an ambuſh to receive them, and give them 
re the firſt fire. 

; XXII, 
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XXII. When you return from a ſcout, and come 


near our forts, avoid the uſual roads, and avenues 


thereto, leſt the enemy ſhould have headed you, 
and lay in ambuſh to receive you, when almoſt ex- 
hauſted with fatigues. 


XXIII. When you purſue any party that has 


been near our forts or encampments, follow not 
directly in their tracks, leſt they ſhould be diſco- 
vered by their rear- guards, who, at ſuch a time, 


would be moſt alert; but endeavour, by a different 
route, to head and meet them in ſome narrow pals, 
or lay in ambuſh to receive them when and where 
mel leaſt expect it. 


* 


XXIV. If you are to embark in canoes, hattoes, 


or otherwiſe, by water, chuſe the evening for the 


time of your embarkation, as you will then have 
the whole night before you, to paſs undiſcovered 
by any parties of the enemy, on hills, or other 


places, which command a proſpect of the lake or 


river you are upon. 


XXV. In padling or rowing, give orders that 
the boat or canoe next the ſternmoſt, wait for her, 
and the third for the ſecond, and the fourth for 
the third, and ſo on, to prevent ſeparation, and 


that you may be ready to aſſiſt each other on any 


Emergency. 


XXVI 
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XXVI. Appoint one man in each boat to look 
out for fires, on the adjacent ſhores, from the num - 
bers and ſize of which you may form ſome judg- 
ment of the number that kindled them, and whether 
you are able to attack them or not. 


XXVII. If you find the enemy encamped 
near the banks of a river or lake, which you ima- 
gine they will attempt to croſs for their ſecurity 
upon being attacked, leave a detachment of your 
party on the oppoſite ſhore to receive them, while, 
with the remainder, you ſurprize them, having 
them between you and the lake or river. 


XXVIII. If you cannot ſatisfy yourſelf as to 
the enemy's number and ſtrength, from their 
fire, &c. conceal your boats at ſome diſtance, and 
aſcertain their number by a reconnoitring party, 
when they embark, or march, in the morning, 
marking the courſe they ſteer, &c. when you 
may purſue, ambuſh, and attack them, or let 
them paſs, as prudence ſhall direct you, In 
general, however, that you may not be diſcovered 
by the enemy on the lakes and rivers at a great 
diſtance, it is ſafeſt to lay by, with your hoats and 


party concealed all day, without noiſe or ſhew, and 


to purſue your intended route by night; and whe- 

ther you go by land or water, give out parole and 

Founterſigns, in order to know one another in the 
D e dark, 
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dark; and likewiſe appoint a Katie for every 
man to repair to, * caſe of any accident that 
may ſeparate you.“ 


Such in general are the rules to be obſerved 
in the Ranging ſervice; there are, however, a 
thouſand occurrences and circumſtances which 
may happen, that will make it neceſſary, in 
ſome meaſure, to depart from them, and to put 
Other arts and ſtratagems in practice; in which 
Caſes every man's reaſon and judgment mult be his 
guide, according to the particular ſituation and 
nature of things; and that he may do this to 
advantage, he ſhould keep in mind a maxim never 
to be departed from by a commander, viz. to pre- 
ſerve a firmneſs and preſcnce of mind on every 
occaſion. 


My Lord Loudoun about this time made a 
viſit to Fort Edward, and after giving directions 
for quartering the army the approaching winter, 
left a ſtrong garriſon there under the command 
.of Colonel Haviland, and returned to Albany. 'The 
Rangers * with the before · mentioned volunteers, 

were 


* Several of them were diſmiſſed. with an allowance of thir- 
teen days pay to carry them home, being rendered unfit for im- 
mediate ſervice by their paſt fatigues, and ſeveral officers were 
Neat recruiting in order to have the companies complete by the #- 


pening of the ſpring, 
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were encamped and quartered in huts on an adja- 
cent iſland in Hudſon's River, and were ſent out 
on various ſcouts, in which my ill ſtate of health 
at this time would not permit me to accompany 
them, till December 17, 1757, when, purſuant 
to orders from Lieutenant Colonel Haviland, 
commanding officer at Fort Edward, I march- 
ed from thence with a party of 150 men to re- 
connoitre Carillon, alias Ticonderoga, and if poſſi- 
ble to take a priſoner. We marched fix miles 
and encamped, the ſnow being then about three 
inches deep; and before morning it was fifteen : 
we however purſued our route. 


On the 18th in the morning, eight of my par- 
ty being tired, returned to the fort; with the re- 
mainder I marched nine miles further, and en- 
camped on the eaſt-ſide of Lake-George, near 
the place where Monſ. Montcalm landed his 
troops when he beſieged and took Fort William 
= | Henry, where I found ſome cannon-ball and ſhells, 
Which had been hid by the French, and made a 
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mark by which I might find them again. 
> | The 19th we continued our march on the weſt- 


fide of the lake nine miles further, near the head 
ol the north-weſt bay. 


1 I. be aft, ſo many of my party tired and return- 
2 | D 2 ed 
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ed as reduced our number to 123 officers included, 
with whom I proceeded ten miles further, and en- 
camped at night, ordering each man to leave a 
day's proviſions there till our return. 


The next day we marched ten miles further, 

and encamped near the great brook that runs into 

Lake George, eight miles from the French advan- 
ced guard. 


The 23d we marched eight miles, and the 24th 

| fix more, and then halted within 600 yards of Caril- 
Jon fort. Near the mills we diſcovered five Indian's 
tracks, that had marched that way the day before 
as we ſuppoſed, on a hunting party. On my march 
this day between the advanced guard and the fort, 
J appointed three places of rendezvous to repair to» 
in caſe of being broke in an aQion, and acquaint» 
ed every officer and ſoldier that I ſhould rally the 
party at the neareſt poſt to the fort, and if broke 
there to retreat to the ſecond, and at the third to 
make a ſtand till the darkneſs of the night would 
give us an opportunity to get off. Soon after I halted 
I formed an ambuſh on a road leading from the fort 
to the woods, with an advanced party of twenty 
men, and a rear-guard of fifteen, Ahout eleven 
o*clock a ſerjeant of marines came from the fort up 
the road to my advanced party, who let him paſs 


to the main body, where I made him priſoner: 
Upon 


10 
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Upon examination, he reported, © that there were 


in the garriion 350 regulars, about fifty work-. 
men, and but five Indians: chat they had plen- 
ty of proviſions, & c. and that twelve maſons were 
conſtantly employed in blowing up rocks in the. 


entrenchment, and a number of ſoldiers to aſſiſt 


them: that at Crown Point there were 150 ſol- 
diers and fourteen Indians: that Monſ. Mont- 
calm was at Montreal: that 500 Ottawawas In. 
dians wintered in Canada, and that 500 Rangers 


were lately raiſed in Canada, each man having a 


double-barrelled fuzee, and put under an expe- 
"RO officer, well acquainted with the coun- 

that he did not know whether the French 
W055 to attack any of the Fngliſh forts this 
winter or not; but that they expected a great 


number of Indians as ſoon as the ice would bear 
them, in order to go down to the Engliſn forts; 


and that all the bakers in Carillon were employ- 
ed in baking biſcuit for the ſcouts above-menti-. 
oned. 77 


About noon, a Frenchman, who had been hunt- 


ing, came near my party in his return, when I or- 
dered a party to purſue him to the edge of the clear... 
ed ground, and take him priſoner, with this caution, 
to ſhoot off a gun or two, and then retreat to the 


main body, in order to intice.the enemy from their 
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fort; which orders were punQually obeyed, but 
not one of them ventured out. 


The laſt prifoner, on examination, gave much. 
| bas ſame account as the other, but with this additi- 
e that he had heard the Engliſh intended to at. 


6c 15 Ticonderoga, as ſoon as the lake was froze 
6 ſo as to bear them.“ 


When! found the French would not come out 


of the fort, we went about killing their cattle, and 
deſtroyed ſeventeen head, and ſet fire to the wood, 
which they had collected for the uſe of the garriſon, 
and conſumed five large piles; the French ſhot off 
ſome cannon at the fires, but did us no harm. At 
eight o'clock at night J began my march home- 
wards, and arrived at Fort Edward with my pri- 


ſoners the 27th. In my return, I found at the north- 


end of Lake George, where the French had hid the 
boats they had taken at Fort William Henry, with 
a great number of cannon-balls ; but as the boats 
were under water we could not defiroy them. Up- 
on my return to Fort Edward, I received a letter 
from Captain Abercrombie, informing me that the 
Farl of Loudoun, who was then at New York, had 
thoughts of augmenting the Rangers, and had de- 
ſired General Abercrombie to command me down 

o receive his directions. I accordingly prepared 
tor my journey, and upon my arrival was received 
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by his Lordſhip in a very friendly manner; and, 
after much converſation upon the ſubject, he was 
pleaſed to inform me of his intentions of levying 
five additional companies of Rangers, deſiring me to 
name the perſons whom I thought fit for officers, 
and ſuch as might be depended upon, to levy the 
men his Lordſhip defired ; which I accordingly did, 


and then received from kim the following inſtruc- 


« By his Excellency John Earl of Loudoun, 
Lord Machline and Tairenſeen &c. &c. &c. 
one of the ſixteen peers of Scotland, Gover - 
nor and Captain General of Virginia, and Vice 
Admiral of the ſame, Colonel of the 13th Re- 
giment of foot, Colonel in chief of the Royal 
American regiment, Major General and Com- 
mander in Chief of all his Majeſty's forces, rai- 
ſed or to be raiſed in North-America: | 


— 
— 


„ Whereas I have this day thought proper to 


Fl augment the Rangers with five additional compa- 
| nies, that is, four New England and one Indian 


company, to be forthwith raiſed and employed in 
his Majeſty's ſervice; and whereas I have an entire 
confidence in your {kill and knowledge, of the men 
moſt fit for that ſervice; I do therefore by theſe 
preſents appoint you to raife ſuch a number of non- 
commiſſion officers. and private men as will be ne- 
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eeſary to compleat the ſaid five companies, upon 


the following eſtabliſnment, viz. each company to 


conſiſt of one Captain, two Lieutenants, one En- 
ſign, four Serjeants and 100 privates. The offi- 


cers to have Britiſh pay, that is, the ſame as an of- 


ficer of the like rank in his Majeſty's regular forces; 
the Serjeants 48. New York currency per day, and 
the private men 28. 6d currency per day. And the 
better to enable you to make this levy of men, you 


ſhall have one month's pay for each of the ſaid five 
companies advanced to you ; upon theſe conditions, 
that, out of the firſt warrants that ſhall hereafter be 


granted for the ſubſiſtence of theſe companies, 
ſhall be deducted the ſaid month's pay now advan- 
ced. Your men to find their own arms, which 
muſt be ſuch as upon examination, ſhall be found 
fit, and be approved of. They are likewiſe to pro- 


vide themſelves with good warm cloathing, which 


muſt be uniform in every company, and likewife 


with good warm blankets. And the company of 
Indians to be dreſſed in all reſpects in the true In- 


dian faſhion, and they are all to be ſubject to the 
rules and articles of war, You will forthwith ac- 


- . quaint the officers appointed to theſe companies, 
| that they are immediately to ſet out on the recruit- | 
ing ſervice, and you will not fail to inſtru them 


that they are not to inliſt any man for a leſs term 3 


than one year, nor any but what are able-bodied, 


well acquainted with the woods, uſed to huntings | 


and | 
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and every way qualified for the Ranging ſervice. 
You are alſo to obſerve that the number of men re- 


quiſite to compleat the faid five companies, are all 
to be at Fort Edward on or before the 15th day of 


March next enſuing, and thoſe that ſhall come by 
the way of Albany are to be muſtered there by the 


officer commanding, as ſhall thoſe who go ſtrait to ö 
Fort Edward by the officer commanding there. 
Given under my hand, at New. York, the 11th day. 


of January 1758. 
LoUDOUN. . 
By his Excellency 8 command, 


70 Capt. | J. Arey. 
Robert Rogers. 


In purſuance of the above inſtructions I immedi- - 
ately ſent officers into the New England provinces, 
where, by the aſſiſtance of my friends, the requeſt- 
ed augmentation of Rangers was quickly compleat- 
ed, the whole five companies being ready for ſervice 


| by the 4th of March. 


I Four thi ee p were ſent to Louiſburg to 
3 join General Amherſt, and one joined the corps un- 
der my command; and tho? I was at the whole ex- 


7 pence of raiſing the five companies, I never got the 


4 leaſt allowance for it, and one of the captains dy- 
I ing, to whom I had delivered a thouſand dollars as 
advance pay for his company, which, agteeable to 

Ds. the. 
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the inſtruQions I received, had a right to do; yet was 
J obliged to account with the government for this 
money, and entirely loſt every penny of it. It has 
already been mentioned, that the garriſon at Fort 


Edward, was this winter under the command of 


Licut. Col. Haviland. This gentleman, about the 
28th of February, ordered out a ſcout under the di- 
rection of one Putnam, Captain of a company of one 
of the Connecticut provincial regiments, with ſome 
of my men, given out publickly at the ſame time, 
that, upon Putnam's return, I ſhould be ſent to the 
French forts with a ſtrong party of 400 Rangers. 


This was known not only to all the officers, but 


ſoldiers alſo, at Fort Edward before Putnam's de- 
parture. 


While this party was out, a ſervant of Mr. Beſt, a 
ſutler to the Rangers, was captivated by a flying par- 

ty ot the enemy from Ticonderoga ; unfortunately 
ioo, one of Putnam's men had left him at Lake 
George, and deſerted to the enemy. Upon Captain 
Putnam's return, we were informed he had ventu- 
red within eight miles of the French fort at Ticon. 
deroga, and that a party he had ſent to make diſco- 


veries had reported to him, that there were near 600 


Indians not far from the enemy's quarters. 


March 10, 1758. Soon after the ſaid Captain Put- 
nam's return, in conſequence of poſitive orders 
from Col. Haviland, ] this day began a march from 


Fort 
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Fort Edward for the neighbourhood of Carillon, 
not with a party of 400 men, as at firſt given out, 
but of 180 men only, officers included, one Captain, 
One Lieutenant, and one Enſign, and three volun— 


teers, viz. Meſſ. Creed, Kent and Wrightſon, one 


ſerjeant, and one private, all of the 27th regiment ; 
and a detachment from the four companies of 
Rangers, quartered on the iſland near. Fort Ed- 


ward, viz, Capt Buckley, Lieutenants Philips, 


Moore, Crafton, Campbell, and Pottinger ; En- 
ſigns Roſs, Wait, M'Donald, and White, and 162 
private men, I acknowledge I entered upon this 
ſervice, and viewed this ſmall detachment of brave 


men march. out, with no little concern and un- 
eaſineſs, of mind; for. as there was the great- 


eſt reaſon to ſuſpect, that the- French were, by the 
priſoner and deſerter above-mentioned, fully infor- 


med of the deſign of ſending me out upon Putnam's 
return: what could I think to ſee my party, inſtead 


of being ſtrengthend and augmented, reduced to leſs 


than one half the number. at firſt propoſed... I muſt 


confeſs it appeared to me (ignorant and unſkilled as [ 


then was in politicks and the art of war) incom- 
prehenſihle; but. my commander doubtleſs had bis rea- 
ſons, and is able to vindicate his own conduct. We 


marched to the half-way brook, in the road leading 


to Lake George, and there encamped the firſt 


night, 
The 11th we proceeded as far as the firſt Nar- 


rows. on Lake George, and encamped that even-- 


I 


E 


ing on the eaſt- ſide of the lake; and after dark, ] 
ſent a party three miles further down, to ſee if the 
enemy might be coming towards our forts, but 
they returned without diſcovering any. We were 


however on our guard, and kept parties walking 


on the lake all night, beſides centries at all neceſ- 
ſary places on the land. 


The 14th w marched from our encampment at 


ſun-riſe, and having diſtanced it about three miles, 


I ſaw a dog running acroſs the lake, whereupon 
1 ſent a detachment to reconnoitre the ifland, 
thinking the Indians might have laid in ambuſh 


there for us; but no ſuch could be diſcovered ; up- 


on which I thought it expedient tv put to ſhore 


and lay by till night, to prevent any party from 
deſcrying us on the lake, from hills, or otherwiſe. 
We halted at a place called Sabbath-day Point, on 
the weſt-ſide of the lake, and ſent our parties to 
look down the lake with perſpective glaſſes, which 
we had for that purpoſe. As foon as it was dark 
we proceeded down the lake. I fent Lieutenant 


. Phillips with fifteen men, as an advanced guard, 
ſome of whom went before him on ſcates, while 


Enfign Roſs flanked us on the left under the weſt- 
ſhore, near which we kept the main body, march- 
ing as cloſe as poſſible, to prevent ſeparation, it 


being a very dark night. In this manner we con- 


Yiaued our march till within eight miles of the 
ſhore, 


„ 


French advanced guards, when Lieutenant Phillips 
ſent a man on ſcates back to me, to deſire me to 
halt; upon which I ordered my men to ſquat down 
upon the ice, Mr. Phillips ſoon came to me himſelt, 
leaving his party to look out, and ſaid, he imagined 
he had diſcovered a fire * on the eaſt- ſhore, but 
was not certain; upon which I ſent with him En- 
ſign White, to male further diſcovery. In about an 
hour they returned, fully perſuaded that a party of 
the enemy was encamped there. I then called in 
the advanced guard, and flanking party, and march- 
ed on to the weſt-ſhore, where, in a thicket, we hid 
our ſleys and packs, leaving a ſmall guard with them, 
and with the remainder I marched to attack the ene- 
my's encampment, if there was any ; but when we 
eame near the place, no fires were to be ſeen, which 
made us conclude that we had miſtaken ſome bleach 
patches of ſnow, or pieces of rotten woed, for fire 
(which in the night, at a diſtance reſembles it) where- 
upon we returned to our packs, and there lay the re- 
mainder of the night without fire. 


The 13th, in the morning, I deliberated with the 
officers how to proceed, who were unanimouſly of 
opinion, that it was beſt to go by land in ſnow-ſhoes, 
teſt the enemy ſhould diſcover us on the lake; weac- 

b cordingly 


* A ſmall party of the French, as we have ſince heard, had a 
fire here at this time; but, diſcovering my advanced party. extin- 


guifhcd their fie, and carried the neus of our 00 to the 
Freach fort, 
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cordingly continued our march on the weſt- ſide, 
keeping on the back of the mountains that overlook- 


ed the French advanced guards. At twelve of the 
clock we halted two miles weſt of thoſe guards, and 

there refreſhed ourſelves till three, that the day- 
ſcout from the fort might be returned home before 
we advanced; intending at night to ambuſcade ſome 


of their roads, in order to trepan them in the mor- 
ning. We then marched in two diviſions, the one 


headed by Captain Buckley, the other by myſelf : 


Enſigns White and Wait had the rear-guard, the o- 
ther officers were poſted properly in each diviſion, 
having a rivulet at a ſmall diſtance on our left, and 


a ſteep mountain on our right, We kept cloſe 
to the mountain, that the advanced guard might 


better obſerve the rivulet, on the ice of which T 
imegined they would travel it out, as the ſhow was 


four feet deep, and very bad traveling on ſnow-ſhocs. 


In this manner we marched a mile and an half, when 
our advanced guard informed me of the enemy being 
in their view; and ſoon after, that they had aſcer- 
tained their number to be ninety-ſix, chiefly Indians. 


We immediately laid down our packs, and pre- 


pared for: battle, ſuppoſing theſe to be the whole. 


number or main body of the enemy, who were 
mer hing on our left up the rivulet, upon the ice. I 
ordered Enſign M Ponald to the command of the. 


advanced guard, which, as we faced to the left, 
age. 
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made a flanking party to our right. We marched. 
to within a few yards of the bank, which was hagher 
than the ground we ocupied; and obſerving the 
ground gradualiy to deſcend from the bank of the ri- 
vulet to the foot of the mountain, we extended our 
party along the bank, far enovgh to command 
the whole of the enemy's at once; we waited till 
their front was nearly oppoſite to our left wing, 
when I fired a gun, as a ſignal fora general diſcharge 
upon them; whereupon we gave them the firſt fire, 
which killed above forty Indians; they retreated, and 
were purſued by about one half of our people. I 
now imagined the enemy totally defeated, and order- 
ed Enſign M' Donald to head the flying remains of 
them, that none might eſcape ; but we ſoon found: 
our miſtake, and that the party we had attacked 
were enly their advanced guard, their main body 
coming up, conſiſting of 600 more, Canadians and 
Indians; upon which J ordered our people to retreat 
to their own ground, whichwe gained at the expence 
of fifty men killed; the remainder I rallied, and drew 
up in pretty gcod order, where they fought with ſuch 
intrepidity and bravery as obliged the enemy (tha? 
ſeven to one in number) to retreat a ſecond time; 
but wenot being in a condition to purſue them, 
they rallied again, and recovered their ground, and 
warmly puſhed us in front and both wings, while the 
mountain defended our rear; but they were ſowarmly 
ceived, that their flanking partics ſoon retreated to. 
their 
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heir mai n body with conſiderable loſs. This threw 
he whole again into diforder, and they retreated 


a third time; but our number being now too far re- 
duced to take advantage of their diſorder, they ral- 
lied again, and made a freſh attack upon us. A- 
bout this time we diſcovered 200 Indians going up 
the mountain on our right, as we ſuppoſed, to get 


poſſeſſion of the riſing ground, and attack our rear; 
to prevent which I ſent Lieutenant Philips, with 
eighteen men, to gain the firſt poſſeſſion, and beat 


them back; which he did, and being ſuſpicious that 
the enemy would go round on our left, and take 
poſſeſſion of the other part of the hill, I ſent Lieu- 
tenant Crafton, with fifteen men, to prevent them 
there; and ſoon after deſired two Gentlemen, who 


were there volunteers in the party“, with a few 
men, to go and ſupport him, which they did with | 


great bravery. 


The enemy puſhed us ſo cloſe in front, that the 


parties 


# Thad before this defired theſe gentlemen to retiie, offering them 
a Serjeant to conduct them; that as they were not uſed te ſnow- 


ſhces, and were unacquainted with the woods, they would have 
no chance of eſcaping the enemy, in caſe we ſhould be broke and 
put to flight, which I very much ſuſpected. They at firſt ſcemed 


to accept the offer, aud began to retire; but ſeeing us ſo cleſely 
beſet, they undauntedly returned to our aſſiſtance What befel 
them after dul flight, may be ſeen by a letter from one of the 


Gentlemen to the commanding officer, which I have in ſerted next 


to this account of our ſcout. 
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parties were not more than twenty yards aſunder 
in general, and ſometimes intermixed with each o- 
ther. The fire continued almoſt conſtant for an 
hour and a half from the beginning of the attack, in 
' which time we loſt eight officers, and more than 
100 Private men killed on the ſpot. We were at 
laſt obliged to break, and I with about twenty men 
ran vp the hill to Phillips and Cratton, where we 
ſtopped and fired on the Indians who were eagerly 
puſhing us, with numbers that we could not with- 
ſtand. Lieutenant Phillips being ſurrounded by 300 
Indians, was at this time capitulating for himſelf. 
and party, on the other part of the hill. He ſpoke 
to me, and ſaid if the enemy would give them good 
quarters, he thought it beſt to ſurrender, other- 
wiſe that he would fight while he had one man left 
to fire a gun +, 


I now thought it moſt prudent to retreat, and 
bring off with me as many of my party as I poſſibly 
could, which I immediately did; the Indians cloſe- 
ly purſuing us at the ſame time, took ſeveral pri- 
ſoners. We came to Lake George in the evening, 
where we found ſeveral wounded men, whom we 


took 


F This unfortunate officer, and his whole party, after they 
ſurrendered, upon the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of good treatment 
from the enemy, were inhumanly tied up to trees, and hewa ts 
Pieces, in a moſt barbarous and ſhocking manner, 
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took with us to the place where we had left our 
Meds, from whence I ſent an expreſs to Fort Fd- 


ward, deſiring Mr. Haviland to ſend a party to meet 
us, and aſſiſt us in bringing in the wounded ; with 


the remainder I tarried there the whole night, with- 


out fire or blankets, and in the morning we proceed- 

ed up the lake, and met with Captain Stark at Hoop 

Iſland, fix miles north from Fort William- Henry, 

and encamped there that night; the next day being 

the 15th, in the evening, we a:rived at Fort Ed- 
d 


The number of the enemy was about 700, 600 


of which were Indians. By the beſt accounts we 
could get, we killed, 150 of them, and wounded as 


many more. I will not pretend to determine what 
we ſhould have done had we been 400 or more 


ſtrong ; but this I am obliged to ſay of thoſe brave 
men who attended me (moſt of whom are now no 
more) both officers and ſoldiers in their reſpective 
ſtations behaved with uncommon reſolution and cou- 
rage; nor do I know an inſtance during the whole 


action in which I can juſtly impeach the prndence 


or good conduct of any one of them. 


| The following is L I'S T of the Killed, Mi/- 


ing, Sc. 


The Captain and Lieutenant of his Majeſty's re- 
gular troops, volunteers in this party, were ta- 
=: Ren 


E r 


ken priſoners; the Enſign, another volunteer of 
the ſame corps, was killed, as were two volun- 


teers, and a Serjeant of the ſaid corps, and one 
private. 


Of Capt. Rogers's Company, 
Lieut. Moore — Killed. 
Serjeant Parnell — Ditto. 


Thirty-ſix privates Ditto. 
Of Capt. Shepherd's Company, 
Two Serjeants 
Sixteen privates 


Of Capt. James Rogers's Company, 
Ealing M' Donald — Killed. 


Of Capt, John Starks's Company, 
Two Serjeants — Killed. 


Pourteen privates Dito. 
Of Capt. Bulkley's Campany, 
Capt. Bulkley — Killed, 
Lieut. Pottinger — Dito. 
Enſign White — 5580 
Foriy- ſeven privates — K. and Mifl. 
Of Capt. William Starks's Company, 
. Enfign Roſs _ Killed, 


Of Capt. Brewer's Company, 
Lieut. Campbell Killed. 


A Gentleman of the army, who was a volunteer 
on 
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on this party, and who with another fell into the 


hands of the French, wrote the following letter, 
ſome time after, to the officer commanding the re- 
giment they belonged to at Fort Edward, 


3 Carillon, March 28, 1758, 
«© Dear Sir, | 
As a flag of truce is daily expected here with an 

anſwer to Monſieur Vaudreuil, I fit down to write 

the moment I am able, in order to have a letter 
ready, as no doubt you and our friends at Fort Fd- 
ward are anxious to be informed about Mr. and 
me, whom probably you have reckoned amongſt 
the ſlain in our unfortunate rencounter of the 13th, 

concerning which at preſent I ſhall not be particu- 
lar; only to do this juſtice to thoſe who loſt their 
hee there, and to thoſe who have eſcaped, to aſ- 
ſure you, Sir, that ſuch diſpoſitions were formed 
by the enemy, (who diſcovered us long enou gh 
before) it was impoſſible for a party ſo weak as 
ours to hope for even a retreat. Towards the con. 
cluſion of the affair, it was cried from a riſing 
ground on our right, to retire there ; where, after 
ſcrambling with difficulty, as I was unaccuſtomed 
to ſnow-ſhoes, I found Capt. Rogers, and told him 
that I ſaw to retire further was impoſſible, there- 
fore earneſtly begged we might collect all the men 
left, and make a ſtand there. Mr. , Who was 
with him, was of my opinion, ad Capt. Rogers 
allo; 
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alſo; who therefore deſired me to maintain one ſide 
of the hill, whilſt he defended the other. Our 
parties did not exceed above ten or twelve in each, 
and mine was ſhifting towards the mountain, lea- 
ving me unable to defend my poſt, or to labour 
with them up the hill. In the mean time, Capt. 
Rogers with his party came to me, and faid (as did 
all thoſe with him) that a large body of Indians 
had aſcended to our right ; he likewiſe added, what 
was true, that the combat was very unequal, that 
I muſt retire, and he would give Mr. and me 
a Serjeant to conduct us thro? the mountain. No 
doubt prudence required us to accept his offer; 
but, beſides one of my ſnow-ſhoes being untied, I 
knew myſelf unable to march as taſt as was requi- 
ſite to avoid becoming a ſacrifice to an enemy we 
could no longer oppoſe ; I therefore begged of him 
to proceed, and then leaned againſt a rock in the 
path, determined to ſubmit to a fate I thought un- 
avoidable. Unfortunately for Mr. his ſnow- 
ſhoes were looſened likewiſe, which obliged him to 
| determine with me, not to labour in a flight we 
were both unequal to. Every inftant we expected 
the ſavages; but what induced them to quit this 
path, in which we actually ſaw them, we are igno- 
rant of, unleſs they changed it for a ſhorter, to in- 
| tercept thoſe who had juſt left us. By their noiſe, 
and making a fire, we imagined they had got the 
rum in the Rangers packs. This thought, with 
| the 
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the approach of night, gave us the firſt hopes oi 


' retiring; and when the moon aroſe, we marched 


to the ſouthward along the mountain, about three 
hours, which brough us to ice, and gave us reaſon 
to hope our difficulties were almoſt paſt ; but we 
knew not we had enemies yet to combat with more 
cruel than the ſavages we had eſcaped. We maich- 
cd all night, and on the morning of the 14th tound 
ourſelves entirely unacquainted with the ice. Here 
we ſaw a man, who came towards us; he was the 
ſervant of Capt. Rogers, with whom he had been 
oftentimes all over the country, and, without the 
leaſt heſitation whatſoever, he informed us we were 
upon South-Bay; that Wood-Creek was juſt before 


us; that he knew the way to Fort Anne extremely 


well, and would take us to Fort Edward the next 
day. Notwithſtanding we were diſappointed in our 
hopes of being upon Lake George, we thought 


ourſelves fortunate in meeting ſuch a guide, to 


whom we gave entire confidence, and which he in 
fact confirmed, by bringing us to a creek, where he 
ſnewed the tracks of Indians, and the path he ſaid 


they had taken to Fort Anne. After ſtruggling 
thro' the ſnow ſome hours, we were obliged to 


halt to make ſnow-ſhoes, as Mr. and the 
guide had left theirs at arriving upon the ice. Here 
we remained all night without any blankets, no 
coat, and but a {gle waiſtcoat each, for 1 ?gave 
one of mine to Mr. — who had laid aſide his 
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green jacket in the field, as I did likewiſe my furred 
cap, which became a mark to the enemy, and pro- 


bably was the cauſe of a ſlight wound in my face; 


ſo that I had but a ſilk handkerchief on my head, 
and our fire could not be large, as we had nothing 
to cut wood with, Before morning we contrived 
with forked ſticks and ſtrings of leather, a ſort of 
inow-ſhoes, to prevent ſinking entirely; and, on the 
15th, followed our guide weſt all day, but he did 
not fulfil his promiſe ; howe er the next day it was 
impoſſible to fail; but even then, the 16th, he wag 
unſucceſsful ; yet ſtill we were patient, becauſe he 
ſeemed well acquainted with the way, for he gave 
every mountain a name, and ſhewed us ſeveral pla- 
ces, where he ſaid his maſter had either killed 
deer or encamped. 'The ground, or rather the 
want of ſun-ſhine, made us incline to the ſouth- 
ward, from whence by accident we ſaw ice, at ſe- 
veral miles diſtance, to the ſouth-eaſt, I was very 
certain, that after marching two days weſt of South 
Bay, Lake George could not be ſouth-eaſt from us, 
and therefore concluded this to be the upper end of 
the bay we had left. For this reaſon, together with 
the aſſurances of our guide, I adviſed continuing our 
courſe to the weſt, which muſt ſhortly ſtrike Fort 
Anne, or ſome other place that we knew. But 
Mr —— wiſhed to be upon the ice at any rate; he 
was unable to continue in the ſnow. for the diffi- 
culties of our march had overcome him. IE - 
ally, 
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ally, Sir, was I to be minute in thoſe we had exp- 
rienced already and afterwards, they would almoſt 
be as tireſome to you to read, as they were to us 
to ſuffer. 


Our ſnow-ſhoes breaking, and ſinking to our 
middle every fifty paces, the ſcrambling up moun- 
tains and acroſs fallen timber, our nights without 
ſleep or covering, and but little fire, gathered with 
great fatigue, our ſuſtenance moſtly water, and the 
bark and berries of trees; for all our proviſions 
from the beginning was only a ſmall Bologna ſau- 
ſage, and a little ginger, I happened to have, and 


Which even now was very much decreaſed ; ſo that 


I knew not how to oppoſe Mr, ———s intreaties ; 


but as our guide ſtill perſiſted Fort Anne was near, 


we concluded to fearch a little longer, and if we 
made no diſcovery to proceed next day towards the 
ice; but we ſought in vain,. as did our guide the 
next morning, tho? he returned, confidently aſſert- 
ing he had diſcovered freſh proofs, that the fort 
could not be far off, I confeſs I was ſtill inclined 
to follow him, for I was almoſt certain the beſt we 
could hope from deſcending upon this ice to our left 
was to throw ourſelves into the hands of the French, 


and perhaps not be able to effect even that; but from | 
the circumſtances I have mentioned, it was a point 


TI muſt yield to, which I did with great reluQtancy. 


The whole day of the 17th we marched a dreadſul 


road, 
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road, between the mountains, with but ons good 
ſnow-ſhoe each, the other of our own making be- 
ing almoſt uſeleſs. 'The 18th brought us to the 
ice which tho' we longed to arrive at, yet I ſtill 
dreaded the conſequence, and with reaſon, for the 
firſt Hght informed us, it was the very place we had 
left five days before. lere I muſt own my reſoluti. 
on almoſt failed me, when fatigue, cold, hunger, 
and even the profpe& of periſhing in the woods at- 
tended us, I ſtill had hopes, and ſtill gave encou- 
ragement, but now I wanted it myſelf; we had no 
reſource but to throw ourſelves into the enemy's 
hands, or periſh. We had nothing to eat, our ſlendet 
ſtock had been equally ſhared amongſt us three, and 
we were not ſo fortunate as ever to ſee either bird or 
beaſt to ſhoot at. When our firſt thoughts were a lit- 
{le calmed, we conceived hopes, that if we appeared 
before the French fort, with a white flag, the com- 
manding officer would relieve and return us to Fort 
Edward. This ſerved to palliate our neareſt ap- 
proach to defpair, and determined a reſolution, where 
in fact, we had no choice. I knew Carillon had 
an extenſive view up South Bay, therefore we con- 
cluded to halt during the evening, and march in the 
night, that we might approach it in the morning, 
beſides the wind pierced us like a fword; but inſtead 
of its abating it increaſed, together with a freezing 
rain, that incruſted us entirely with ice, and obli- 
ged us to remain until morning, the 19th, when we 

E fortunately 
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fortunately got ſome juniper berries, which revived, 
gave us ſpirits, and I thought ſtrength. We were 
both ſo firmly of that opinion, that we purpoſed ta- 
king the advantage of its being a dark ſnowy day, to 
approach Carillon, to paſs it in the night, and get 
upon Lake George. With difficulty we perſuaded 
the guide to be of our opinion, we promiſed large re- 
wards in vain, until I aſſured him of proviſions hid 
upon the lake; but we little conſidered how much 
nature was exhauſted, and how unequal we were 
to the taſk : however, a few miles convinced us, we 
were ſoon midway up our legs in the new-fallen 
ſnow ; it drove full in our faces, and was as dark as 
the fogs upon. the banks of Newfoundland. Our 
ſtrength and our hopes ſunk together, nay, even 
thoſe of reaching Carillon were doubtful, but we 
mult proceed or periſh, As it cleared up a little, 
we laboured to ſee the fort, which at every turn we 
expected, until we came to whefe the ice was gone, 
and the water narrow. 'This did not then agree 
with my idea of South Bay but it was no time for 
reflection; we quitted the ice to the left, and after 
marching two.miles, our guide aſſured us we ought 
to be on the other ſide of the water. This was a ve- 
ry diſtreſſing circumſtance, yet we returned to the 
ice and paſſed to the right, where, after ſtruggling 


through the ſnow, about four miles, and breaking 
in every ſecond ſtep, as we had no ſnow-ſhoes, we 


were ſtopped by a large water- fall. Here I was a- 
gain 
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gain aſtoniſhed with appearances, but nothing now 
was to be thought of only reaching the fort before 
night; yet to paſs this place ſeemed 1mpraclicable : 
however, I attempted to ford it a litle higher, 
and had almoſt gained the oppoſite ſhore, where 
the depth of the water, which was up to my breaſt, 
and the rapidity of the ſtream, hurried me off the 
ſlippery rocks, and plunged me entirely into the wa- 
ters. I was obliged to quit my fuzee, and with 
great difficulty eſcaped being carried down the fall. 
Mr., who followed me, and the guide, though 
they held one another, ſuffered the ſame fate; but 
the hope of ſoon reaching a fire made us think 
_ lightly of this: as night approached we laboured 
exceſſively through the ſnow ; we were certain the 
fort was not far from us, but our guide confeſſed, 

for the firſt time, that he was at a loſs. Here we 
plainly obſerved that his brain was affe&ed : he 
law Indians all around him, and though we have 
ſince learned we had every thing to fear from them, 
| yet it was a danger we did not now attend to; nay 
we ſhouted aloud ſeveral times to give information 
wie were there; but we could neither hear nor ſee a- 
my body to lead us right, or more likely to deſtroy 
us, and if we halted a minute we became pillars of 
ice; ſo that we were reſolved, as it froze ſo hard, 
to make a fire, although the danger was apparent. 
Accidently we had one dry cartridge, and in trying 
with my piſtol if it would flaſh a little of the pow- 
E 2 der, 
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ger, Mr. unfortunately held the cartridge too 
near, by which it took fire, blew up in our faces, 
almoſt blinded him, and gave exceſſive pain. This 
indeed promiſed to be the laſt ſtroke of forune, as 
hopes of a fire were no more; but although we 
were not anxious about life, we knew it was more 


becoming to oppoſe than yield to this laſt misfor- 


tune, We made a path round a tree, and there 


exerciſed all the night, though ſcarcely able to ſtand, 


or prevent each other from ſleeping. Our guide 
notwithſtanding repeated cautions, ſtraggled from us 


Where he ſat down and died immediately. 'On the 


morning of the 2oth, we ſaw the fort, which we 
approached with a white flag: the officers run vi- 
olently towards us, and ſaved us from a danger we 
did not then apprehend ; for we were informed, 
that if the Indians, who were cloſe after them, 


had ſeized us firſt, it would not have been in 


the power of the French to have prevented our be- 


ing hurt ĩed to their camp, and perhaps to Montreal 


the next day, or killed for not being able to march. 
Monſ. Debecourt and all his officers treated us with 
humanity and politeneſs, and are ſolicitous in our 
recovery, which returns ſlowly, as you may ima- 
gine, from all theſe difficulties; and though I have 
omitted many, yet I am afraid you will think me 
too prolix ; but we wiſh, Sir, to perſuade you of a 


truth, that nothing but the fituation I have faith- 


fully deſcribed could determine us in a reſolution, 
Which 


5 
i 


[or] 
which appeared only one degree preferable to pe- 
riſhing in the woods. 


& ] ſhall make no comments upon theſe diſtreſ[- 
es; the malicious perhaps will ſay, which 1s ver 
true, we brought them upon ourſelves ; but let them 
not wantonly add, we deſerved them becauſe we 
were unſucceſsful, They muſt allow we could not 
be led abroad, at ſuch a ſeaſon of ſnow and ice, for 
amuſement, or by an idle curioſity. I gave you, 
Sir, my reaſons for aſking leave, which you were 
Pleaſed to approve, and I hope will defend them ; 
and the ſame would make me again, as a volunteer, 
experience the chance of war to-morrow, had I an 
opportunity, Theſe are Mr. 's ſentiments as 
well as mine; and we both know you, Sir, too well 
to harbour the leaſt doubt of receiving juſtice with 
regard to our conduct in this affair, or our promo- 
tion in the regiment ; the proſpect of not joining 
that ſo ſoon as we flattered ourſelves has depreſſed 
our ſpirits to the loweſt degree, fo that we earneſtly 
beg you will be ſolicitous with the General to have 
us reſtored as ſoon as poſſible, or at leaſt to prevent 
our being ſent to France, and ſeparated from you, 
perhaps, during the war,- | 


I have but one thing more to add, which we 
learned here, and which perhaps you have already 
obſerved from-what I have ſaid, that we were upon 

E. 3 na 
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no other ice than that of Lake George; but by the 
day overtaking us, the morning of the 14th, in the 
very place we had, in coming, marched during the 
night, we were entirely unacquainted with it, and 
odliged to put a confidence in this guide, whoſe 
head muſt have been aſtray from the beginning, or 
he could not ſo groſsly have miſtaken a place where 
he had ſo often been. This information but added 
to our diſtreſs, until we reflected that our not being 
entirely loſt was the more wonderful. - That we had 
parted from South Bay on the 14th, was a point 
with us beyond all doubt, and about which we ne- 
ver once hefitated, ſo that we acted entirely con- 
trary to what we had eſtabliſhed as a truth; for if, 
according to that, we had continued our omirfe to 
the weſt, we muſt inevitably have periſhed; but 
the hand of Providence led us back contrary to our 
judgment; and though even then, and often after- 
wards, we thought it fevere, yet in the end it ſaved 
us, and obliged us to reſt ſatisfied that we conſtru- 

ed many things unfortunate, which tended to our 
preſer vation. I am, &c.” 


Upon my return from the late unfortunate ſcout, 

I was ordered to Albany to recruit my companies, 
where I met with a very friendly reception from 
my Lord How, who advanced me caſh. to recruit 
the Rangers, and gave me leave to wait upon Ge- 
neral Abercrombie at Loa York, who had now 
RD | ſucceeded 


5 
ſucceeded - my J. ord Loudoun in the chief com- 
mand, my Lord being at this time about to em— 


bark for Frgland. I here received a commiſſion 
from the Gencral, of which the following is a 


copy. 


« By his Excellency James Abercrombie, Eſ]; 
Colonel of his Majeſty's 44th Regiment of 
Foot, Colonel in Chief of the Goth or Royal 
American Regiment, Major General and 
Commander in Chief of all his Majeſty's For- 
ces raiſed or to be raiſed in North America, 
&c. 


© Whereas it may be of great uſe to his Majeſty's 
ſervice in the operations now carrying on for reco- 
vering his rights in America, to have a number of 
men employed in obtaining intelligence of tile 
ſtrength, ſituation, and motions of the enemy, as 
well as other ſervices, for which Rangers, or men 
acquainted with the woods, only are fit : Having 
the greateſt confidence in your loyalty, courage 
and ſkill in this kind of ſervice, I do,. by virtue of 
the power and authority to me given by his Ma- 
jeſty, hereby conſtitute and appoint you to be Ma- 
jor of the Rangers in his Majeſty's ſervice, and 
likewiſe Captain of a company of ſaid Rangers. 
You are therefore to take the ſaid Rangers as Ma- 
jor, and the ſaid Company as Captain, into your 
= 4 care 


By his Excellency's command, 
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care and charge, and duly exerciſe and inſlruQ, as 


well the officers as the ſoldiers thereof, in arms, 
and to uſe your beſt endeavours to keep them in 
good order and diſcipline ; and I do hereby com- 


mand them to obey you as their Major and Cap- 
tain reſpectively, and you are to follow and ob- 
ſerve ſuch orders and directions from time to time 
as you ſhall receive from his Majeſty, myſelf, or 
any other ſuperior officer, according to the rules 
and Gilcipline of war. 


Given at New York, this 6th Day of April 
1758, in the thirty-firſt Year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord George the Second, by 
the Grace of God, King of Creat Britain, 
France and Ireland, Defenderof the Faith, &c. 


Jamts ABERCROMBIE. 


J. Arx.“ 


I heft New York April 8, and according to or- 
ders attended Lord How at Albany for bis direQi- 
ons, on the 12th, with whom I had a moſt 
agreeable interview, and a long converſation con- 
cerning the methods of diſtreſſing the enemy, and 
proſecuting the war with vigour the enſuing cam- 
paign. I parted with. him, having the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of his ſriendſhip and influence in my be- 
Half, to wait upon Colonel Grant, commanding 

officer 


I 

officer at Fort Edward, to aſſiſt him in conduQing 
the Rangers, and ſcouting parties, in ſuch a man- 
ner as might beſt ſerve the common cauſe, hav- 
ing a letter from my Lord to him. Capt. Stark 
was immediately difpatched to Ticonderoga on the 
weſt-ſide of Lake George. Capt. Jacob, whoſe 
Indian name was Nawnawapeteoonks,.on the eaſt- 
fide, and Capt. Shepherd betwixt the lakes, with 
directions to take if poſſible. ſome prifoners near 
Carillon. About the ſame time I marched myſelt 
with eighteen men for Crown Point. Capt. Bur- 
bank was likewiſe diſpatched in queſt of priſoners? 
Theſe ſcouts being often relieved, were kept out 
pretty conſtantly, in order to diſcover any parties 
of the enemy that might ſally out towards our forts 
or frontiers, and to reconnoitre their ſituation and 
motions from time to time. The ſucceſs of my 
own ſcout was as follows.. 3 


April 29, 1758, I marched from Fort Edward 
with a party of eighteen men, up the road that leads . 
to Fort William Henry four miles, then north fou 
miles, and encamped at. Schoon Creek, it Want ; 
been a very rainy day. 


On the zoth we marched north- and- -by-caſt all“ 
day, and encamped near N 


'The iſt of May we n the ſame courſe, 
„ and 
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and at night engamped near the narrows, north of 
South Bay. 


The ad, in the morning, made a raft, and croſſ- 
ed the bay over to the eaſt-ſide, and having diſtanc- 
ed the lake about four miles we encamped. 


The 3d we fteered our courſe north, and lay at 
night about three miles from Carillon. 


The 4th we marched north-by-eaſt all day, and 


encamped at night three miles from Crown Point 
Fort. 


The th we killed one "INT Te] and took 
three priſoners. 


The Gth, in the morning, began our return 
home ward, and arrived with our priſoners at Fort 


Padward the 9th. 


One of the priſoners, who appeared to be the 
moſt intelligible, reported,“ that he was born at 
« Lorrain in France; that he had been in Ca- 
« nada eight years, viz, two at Quebec, one at 
« Montreal, and five at Crown. Point; that 
« at the latter were but 200 ſoldiers, of which 
"rc Monſ. le Janong was commander in chief; that 
* at Tieonderoga there were 400 of the Queen's 
“ regiment, 1:50 Marines 200 Canadians, and about 

&« 790 
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% 700 Indians; and that they daily expected 300 
„ Indians more; that they did not intend to attack 
e our forts this ſummer, but were preparing to re- 

“ ceive us at Ticonderoga; that they had heard 
« that I, with moſt of my party, was killed in the 

& conflict laſt March; but afterwards: by ſome . 
« priſoners which a ſmall party of their Indians 

„e had taken from Dutch Hooſyk, they were in- 

formed that Rogers was yet alive, and was go- 

« ing to attack them again, being fully reſolved to 
« revenge the inhumanity and barbarity with 
* which they had uſed his men, in particular Lieut. 
« Philips and his party, who were butchered by 

«© them, after they had promiſed them quarters; 
« that this was. talked of among the Indians, Who 
"66 greatly blamed the French for. encouraging, them. | 
« ſo to do.” | 


Captains Stark and Jacob returned the day be- 
fore me; the former brought in with him ſix pri- 
ſoners, four of which he took near Ticonderoga-; 
they having eſcaped from New York and Albany, 
were in their flight to the French forts. The lat- 
ter, who had but one white man with him, and 
eighteen Indians, took ten priſoners, and ſeven: 
ſcalps,.out of a party of fifty French. An account 
of theſe ſcouts, and the intelligence thereby gained: 
was tranſmitted to my Lord How, and by him to 

the General. e e 


191 


About the middle of May, a flag of truce was 
ſent to Ticonderoga, on Col. Schyler's account, 


which put a ſtop to all offenſive ſcouts, till its re- 
turn. 


May 25 28, 1758, I received poſitive orders from 
the General, to order all officers and men, belong- 
ing to the Rangers, and the two Indian companies, 
who were on furlow, or recruiting parties, to join 
their reſpe dive companies as ſoon as poſſible, and 
that every man of the corps under my command 
mould be at his poſt at or before the 10th of next 
month. Theſe orders were obeyed, and parties 
kept out on various ſcouts till the 8th of June, 
when my Lord How arrived at F ort Edward with 
one halt of the army. 


His Lordſhip immediately ordered me out with 
fiſty men in whale-boats, which were earried over 
in 'waggons to Lake George, and directed me at all 
events to take a plan of the landing- place at the 
north- end with all pofſible accuracy, and alfo of the 


ground from the 'landing-place to the French 


fort at Carillon, and of Lake Champlain for. three 
miles beyond it, and to difcover the enemy's num- 
ber in that quarter. Agreeable to theſe orders, on 
the 12th: in the morning, T marched with a party 
of fifty men, amt encamped in the evening at the 
rom where Fort William-Henry Rood. 


On 


n BOY Yay 7 * r "30.1 — " Ny” Nr " EI gen A - 8 * IT \ wy 1 0 
2 8 1 A 3 8 EEE EOS on es i oo on al ot 
„ LID 0 ĩ²˙— er RO OPER 8 


[ 99. ] 


On the zoth we proceeded down the lake in five 
whale-boats to the firſt narrows, and ſo on to the 
weſt end of the lake, where l took the plan his 
| Lordfhip deſired. Part of my party then proceeded 
to reconnoitre Ticonderoga, and diſcovered a large 
encampment there, and a great number of Indians, 
While I was, with two or three others, taking a 
plan of the fort, encampment &c. I left the re- 


mainder of my party at ſome conſiderable diftance 


when I was returning to them, at the diſtance of a- 
bout 300 yards, they were fallen upon by a ſuperi- 
or number of the enemy who had got between me 
and them. Capt. Jacobs, with the Mohegon In. 
dians, run off at the firſt onſet, calling to our peo- 
ple to run likewiſe; but they ſtood their ground, 
and diſcharged their pieces feveral times, at laſt 
broke through the enemy, by whom they were ſur-- 
* rounded on all ſides except their rear, where a river 
divided them: they killed three of the enemy, but loft 
| eight of their own party in this ſkirmiſh, My par- 
ty rallied at che boats, where I joined them, and 
having collected all but the flain together, we re- 
turned homewards. On the 20th at Half Way 
brook, we met my Lord How, advanced with 
three thouſand men; to whom I gave an account of 
my ſcout, together with a plan of the landing-place, 


the fort. at Carillon, and the ſituation of the 
lakes. | | 


L obtained 
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T obtained leave of my Lord to go to Fort. Ed- 
ward, where his Excellency Major General Aber- 
crombie was then poſted, who ordered me to join 
my Lord How the next day with all the Rangers, 
being 600, in order to proceed with his Lordſhip 
to the lake. 


On the 22d his Lordſhip encamped at the lake 
where formerly ſtood Fort William-Henry, and or- 
dered the Rangers to advance 400 yards on the 
weſt- ſide, and encamp there; from which place, 
by his Lordſhip's orders, I ſent off next morning 
three ſmall parties of Rangers, viz. one to the nar- 
rows of South Bay, another to the weſt-ſide of 
Lake George, and a third to Ticonderoga Fort, all 
three parties by land. Another paity, conſiſting ot 
two Lieutenants and ſeventeen men, proceeded 
down the lake for diſcoveries, and were all. made pri- 
ſoners by ⸗bout 300 French and Indians. This 
party embarked in whale-boats, 


About the 28th of June his Excellency Major 
General Abercrombie arrived at the lake with the 
remainder of the army, where he tarried till the 
morning of the 5th of July, and then the whole ar- 
my, conſiſting of near 16,000, embarked i in battces 
for Ticonderoga. 


'The 
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The order of march was a moſt agreeable ſighs, 
the regular troops in the center, provincia]s on 
each wing, the light infantry on the right of the ad- 
vanced guard, the Rangers on the left, with Colo- 
nel Broadſtreet's battoe-men in the center. In 
this manner we proceeded, till duſk, down Lake 
George to Sabbath Day Point, where the army 
halted and refreſhed. About ten o'clock the army 
moved again, when my Lord How went in the front 
with his whale-boat, Lintenant Col. Broadſtreet's 
and mine, with Lieutenant Holmes, in another, 
whom he ſent forward to go near the landing-place, 
and obſerve if any enemy was poſted. there. 


Holmes returned about day-break, met the army 
near the Blue Mountains within four miles of the 
landing place, and reported that there was a party 
of the enemy at the landing-place, which he diſco- 
vered by their fires. 


As ſoon as it was light his Lordſhip, with Col. 
Broadſtreet and myſelf, went down to obſerve the 
landing-place before the army, and when within 
about a quarter of a mile, plainly diſcerned that it 
was but a ſmall detachment of the enemy that was 
there; whereupon his Lordſhip ſaid he would return 
{ to the General, that the army might land and 
march to Ticonderoga. About twelve o'clock the 
Whole army landed, the Rangers on the leſt wing. 

I imme 
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I immediately ſent an officer to wait upon the Ge. 


neral for his orders, and received directions ſrom 
Capt. Abercrombie, one of his Aids de. Camps, 


to gain the top of a mountain that bore north about 
a mile from the landing-place, and from. thence to 
ſteer eaſt to the river that runs into.the. falls be. 
twixt the landing and the ſaw-mill,. to take poſſeſſi- 
on of ſome riſing ground on the enemy's fide, and 
there to wait the army's coming. I immediately 
marched, aſcended to the top of the hill, and from 
thence marched to the place I was ordered, where 
1 arrived in about an hour, and poſted my party to 
as good advantage as I could, being within one 
quarter of a mile of where Monſ. Montcalm was 
poſted with 1500 men; whom I had diſcovered by 


ſome ſmall reconnoitring parties ſent out for that 


purpoſe. About twelve o'clock Colonels Lyman 
and Fitch of the provincials came to my rear, whom 
I informed of the enemy's being ſo very near, and 
inquiring concerning the army, they told me they 
were coming along. While this converſation paſ- 

fed, .a ſharp fire began in the rear of Col. Lyman's 
Fegiment, on which he ſaid he would make his front 
immediately, and defired me to fall on their left 
flank, which I accordingly did, having firſt order- 
ed Capt. Burbanks with 150 men to remain at the 
place where I was poſted, to obſerve the motions 
of the French at the ſaw-mills, and went with the 
remainder of the Rangers on the left flank of the e- 


nemy, 
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enemy, the river being on their right, and killed ſe- 

veral. By this time my Lord Howe, with a de- 
tachment from his front, had broke the enemy, and 
hemmed them in on every ſide; but advancing him- 
ſelf with great eagerneſs andintrepidity upon them, 
was unfortunately ſhot and died immediately “. 
There were taken priſoners of the enemy in this 
action, five officers, two volunteers, and one 
hundred and fixty men, who were ſent to the lan- 
ding place. Nothing more material was done this 
day. The next morning, at fix o'clock, I was 
ordered to march to the river that runs into the 
falls, a place where I was the day before, and 
there to halt on the weſt-ſide till further orders, 
with four hundred Rangers, while Capt. Stark, 
with the remainder of the Rangers, marched with 
Capt. Abercrombie and Mr. Clerk the Engineer, to 
obſerve the poſition of the enemy at the fort, from 
whence they returned again that evening. The 
whole army lay the enſuing night under arms. By 
fun riſe next morning, Sir William Johnſon joined 
the army with four hundred and forty Indians, At 
ſeven o'clock I received orders to march with my 
Rangers. A Lieutenant of Captain Stark's led the 


advanced guard. I was within about three hun- 
| | dred 


* This noble and brave officer be ing univerſally be loved by boch 
officers and ſoldiers of the army, his fall was not only moſt ſin- 
cerely lamented, but ſeemed to produce an almoſt general con- 
(tergation and languor through the whole. 
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dred yards of the breaſt-work, when my advan. 
ced guard was ambuſhed and fired upon by about 
200 Frenchmen. I immediately formed a front, 
and marched up to the advanced guard, who main- 


| tained their ground, and the enemy immediately 


_ retreated ; ſoon after the battoe-men formed on my 


left and light infantry on my right. This fire of 
the enemy did not kill a ſingle man. Soon after 


three regiments of provincials came up and formed 
in my rear, at two hundred yards diſtance. While 
the army was thus forming, a ſcattering fire was 
kept up between our flying parties and thoſe of the 
enemy without the breaſt work. About half an 
hour paſt ten, the greateſt part of the enemy being 
drawn up, a ſmart fire began on the left wing, 
where Col. De Lancey's, (the New Yorkers,) and 
the battoe-men were poſted, upon which I was or- 
dered forward to endeavour to beat the enemy 
within the breaſt-work, and then to fall down, 
that the pickets and grenadiers might march 
through. The enemy ſoon retired within their 
works; Major Proby marched through with his 
pickets within a few yards of the breaſt-work, 
where he unhappily fell, and the enemy keeping 
up a heavy fire, the ſoldiers haſtened to the right 


about, when Col. Haldiman came up with the gra- 
nadiers to ſupport them, being followed by the ba- 


talions in brigades for their ſupport. Col. Haldi- 
man advanced very near the breaſt-work, which 
Was 
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was at leaſt eight feet high ; ſome of the provin- 
clals with the Mohocks came up alſo *. 


We toiled with repeated attacks for four hours, be- 
ing greatly embarraſſed by trees that were felled by 
the enemy without their breaſt-work, when the 
General thought proper to order a retreat, direct- 
ing me to bring up the rear which I did in the duſk 
of the evening. On the ninth in the evening, we 
arrived at our encampment at the ſouth-end of 
Lake George, where the army received the thanks 
of the General for their good behaviour, and were 
ordered to entrench themſelves; the wounded were 
ſent to Fort Edward and Albany. Our loſs both 
in the regular and provincial troops, was ſome- 
what conſiderable. The enemy's loſs was about 
five hundred, beſides thoſe who were taken priſo- 
ners. 


July 8, 1758. By order of the General, I this 
day began a ſcout to South Bay, from which I re- 
turned the 16th, having effected nothing conſider- 
able, except diſcovering a large party of the enemy, 
ſuppoſed to be near a thouſand, on the eaft ſide of 
the lake. This party the next day, viz. the 17th, 


This attack was begun before the General intended it ſhould 
be, and as it were by accident, from the fire of the New Yorkers 
in the left wing; upon which Col, Haviland being in or near the 
center, ordered the troops to advance. 
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fell upon a detachment of Col. Nicholls's regiment 
at the half-way brook, killed three captains, and 
yen of twenty private men. 


The 27th another party of the enemy fell upon 
a convoy of waggoners between Fort Edward and 
Half-Way Brook, and killed 116 men, fixteen of 
which were Rangers. In purſuit of this party, 
with a deſign to intercept their retreat, I was order- 
ed to embark the 18th with 700 men; the enemy 
however eſcaped me, and in my return home on 
the 31ſt, I was met by an expreſs from the Gene— 
ral, with orders to march with 700 men to South 
and Eaſt Bay, and return by way of Fort Edward, 
in the proſecution of which orders nothing very ma. 


terial happened till the 8th of Auguſt; in our re- 


turn, early in the morning of which day, we de- 
camped from the place where Fort Anne ftood, and 
began our march, Major Putnam with a party of 


Provincials marching in the front, my Rangers in 


the rear, Capt. Dalyell with the regulars in the 
center, the other officers ſuitably diſpoſed among 
the men, being in number 530, excluſive of officers 
(a number having by leave returned home the day 
before.) After marching about three-quarters of 
a mile, a fire begun with five hundred of the 
enemy in the front; I brought my peo- 
ple into as g02d order as poſſible, Capt Dalyel| 


in the center, and the Rangers on the right, with 
Col. 


[ 107 ] 


Col. Partridge's light infantry; on the left was 
Capt. Gidding's of the Boſton troops with his peo- 
ple, and Major Putnam being in the front of his 
men when the fire began, the enemy ruſhing in, 
took him, one Lieutenant, and two others, priſon- 
ers, and conſiderably diſordered others of the party, 
who aftcrwards rallied and did good ſervice, parti- 
cularly Lieutenant Durkee, who notwithſtanding 
two wounds, one in his thigh, the other in his 
wriſt, kept in the action the whole time, encourag- 
ing his men with great earneſtneſs and reſolution 
Capt. Dalyell with Gage's light infantry, and Lieut. 
Eyers of the 44th regiment, behaved with great 
bravery, they being in the center, where was at. 
firſt the hotteſt fire, which afterwards fell to the 
right where the Rangers were, and where the ene. 
my made four different attacks; in ſhort, officers 
and ſoldiers throughout the detachment behaved 
with ſuch vigour and reſolution, as in one hour's 
time broke the enemy and obliged them to retreat, 
which they did with ſuch caution in ſmall ſcattering 
parties, as gave us no great opportunity to diſtrefs 
them by a purſuit ; we kept the field and buried our 
dead. When the action was over, we had miſting 
fifty-four men, twenty-one of which afterwards 
came in, being ſeparated from us while the action 
continued. The enemy's loſs was 199 killed on 


the 


[ 108 |] 


| the ſpot, ſeveral of which were Indians“. We ar. 

rived at Fort Edward on the gth, being met at 
ſome diſtance from it by Col. Provoſt, with a par- 

ty of 3oo, and refreſhments for the wounded, 
which I had deſired by an expreſs ſent before. 


Lenined ar Fort Eduvrd Gl is; 11th of the 


month, when I received orders from Col. Provoſt, 
who now ranked as Brigadier, and commanded at 
Fort Edward, to march and purſue the tracks of a 
large party of Indians, of which he had received 
intelligence, down the eaſt- ſide of Hudſon's River, 
in order to ſecure our convoys from them, and inter- 
_ cept their retreat; but this report which the Colonel 
had heard being groundleſs, my ſcout was ineffec- 
tual. I returned to Fort Edward on the 14th, 
and went with a detachment directly to the en- 
campment at Lake George. 


Aug. 20, 1758. By orders from the General I 


embarked with five men in a whale-boat, to viſit 
and reconnoitre Ticonderoga, in which excurſion 
I obtained ſeveral articles of intelligence concerning 
the enemy, their ſituation and numbers at different 
poſts, and returned the 24th to the encampment at 
Lake George. | 

I was 


* By a detachment that went out afterwards, ffty more ot 
the enemy were found dead near the place of act ion. 
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I was employed in various other excurſions to- 
wards the enemy's forts and frontiers, and in pur. 
ſuit of their flying parties till the campaign for 
this year ended, and our army retired to winter- 
quarters. 


Notwithſtanding little was effected by our late 
campaign to Ticonderoga; yet the Britiſh army 
in America were not every where unſucceſsful : 
for Col. Broadſtreet, with a detachment of 2 000 
men, reduced the French fort at Cataraqua, called 
Fort Frontenac*, and General Amherſt, who com- 
manded the Britiſh troops at Cape Breton, had ſuc- 
ceeded in the reduction of that important fortreſs, 
and now returned from his conqueſt, with a part of 
the troops that had been employed there, and was 
appointed commander in chief of his Majeſty's 
forces in North America (General Abercrombie 

| embarking for England). The head quarters were 
now fixed at New York, and I had now new com- 
manders 


* This fort was ſquare faced, had four baſtions built with 
ſtone, and was near three-quarters of a mile in circumference. 
| Its ſituation was very beautiful, the banks of the river preſenting 
on every ſide an agreeable landſcape, with a fine proſpect of the 
Lake Ontario, which was diſtant about a league, interſperſed 
| with many iſlands that were well wooded, and ſeemingly fruit- 

| ful. The French had formerly a great trade at this fort with the 
8 Indians, & being erected on purpoſe to prevent their trading with 
| the Engliſh ; but it is ow totally deſtroyed, 


Es 

manders to obey, new companions to converſe with; 

and, as it were, a new apprenticeſhip to Gree. 

From Albany where I was ſettling ſome accounts 

with the Paymaſter, I began my acquaintance by f 

the following letter to Col. Townſhend, Deputy 
Adjutant General to his Excellency. 


« Sir, | Albany, Fan. 28, 1759. 


©. Incloſed I ſend you the preſent ſtate of his Ma- 
jeſty's companies of Rangers at Fort Edward, to- 
gether with a liſt of the officers, now recruiting in 
the different parts of New England, who have 
lately adviſed me, that they have already mliſted 
near 400 men, which recruits are much wanted 
at Fort Edward, as it may be expected that the | 
enemy will ſoon ſend their Indians, to endeavour to 
intercept our convoys between here and Fort 
Flwant. 


c To be ſeaſonably ſtrong to prevent their 
playing their old pranks, I would humbly propoſe, 
were it conſiſtent with the ſervice and agreeable 
to General Amherſt, my ſetting out for New En- 
gland, in order to difpatch ſuch Rangers as are 
there with all poſſible ſpeed to Fort Edward, or o- 
therwiſe, as his Excellency ſhall direct. If it ſhould 
be agreeable to the General that I ſhould go to 
 New-England, I ſhould be glad it might be by way 
of 
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of New York, that I might have an opportunity 
to wait upon the General myſelf, and repreſent to 
him the neceſſity of an augmentation of the Ran- 


gers now at Fort Edward, and the deſire of the 


Stockbridge Indians to re- enter the ſervice. 


6 The arms of the Rangers are in the hands of 
Mr. Cunningham at New Vork, which will be 
ſoon wanted at Fort Edward; I ſhould therefore 
be glad they might be forwarded as ſoon as may be. 
[ have wrote to Mr C unningham, to make applica- 
tion to you for convenient carriages for the ſame, 
which I ſhould be glad you would furniſh him 


with. And till the time 1 have an opportunity of 


paying you my reſpe&s in perſon, I beg leave to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Nobert Rogers." 


« P. F. General Stanwix informs me, that a 


ſubaltern officer, and about twenty Rangers, are 


to be ſtationed at No 4; the officer I. would re- 
commend for that, poſt, is Lieut, Stephans, who is 
well acquainted with the country thereabout. He 
is now recruiting,” 

. 
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7. 0 Gl Townſend, 


Soon iter this I . to Fort Edward, 


where I received the Colonel's anſwer, as 
follows. 


cc Sir, Feb. 5, 1759. 


I received your letter, with the incloſed re- 
turn. The General commands me to inform you, 
he can by no means e of your leaving Fort 


Edward. 


e Your recruiting officers are all ordered to ſend 
up their recruits to Fort Edward. They are not 
only wrote to, but an advertiſement is put in all the 
papers, which was the only method the General 
had of conveying his intentions to them, as you 
had not ſent me any return of the officers names, 
and places where they were to recruit at. In obe- 
dience to that order, the recruits will be up ſooner 
than if they waited your coming down. I have 
likewiſe repeated the order to every officer, accor- 
ding to your return, by this poſt, and if you are 
complete by the returns they make, 1 ſhall order 
up every individual officer to their poſts. 


or ks Oo Ll py een Fx: . 1 8 ? ; 
F e e 
P DE SHE I... 


Any . for the augmentation of the 
Rangers, or propoſals from the Stockbridge Indians, 
you 
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you would chuſe to offer to the General, he deſires 


may be immediately ſent down to him. 
7 The arms for the Rangers, which you menti- 
on are in the hands of Mr. eee ſhall be 


ſent up to you immediately. 


“ have wrote to Lieut. Samuel Stephans, to 


: acquaint him with the General's intentions of leay- 


ing him at No 4. 


&* If the enemy ſend out any ſcouting) parties 
this year to pick up intelligence, or attack our con- 
voys, the ſeaſon of the year is now coming on that 
we may expect them; ; . y08 therefote muſt ſee the 
neceſſity. of your remaining at Fort Edward. 
Your officers and men ſhould join you as faſt as 
poſſible. The General would at another time 
wag 4 with your requeſt, 


Tour obedient humble ſervant, 5 


K. Toꝛonſbend, D. A. G.“ 
Feb. 15. 1759. 


Te Major Rogers. 


l wrote to the Colonel, propoſing an addition 
of two new companies of Rangers upon the ſame 
2 footing 


. 
417 | 
7 
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*ooting as thoſe already i in the ſervice, and the rai. 


ing of three companies of Indians to ſerve the en- 
ſuing campaign; and leſt the Indians ſhould be gone 
out on their hunting parties, and ſo be prevented 


from joining us, I wrote to three of their Sachems, 


or chiefs; one of which to King Uncus, head Sa- 
chem of the Mohegan Indians (which in ſubſtance 


is like the others) I will here inſert, as a ſpecimen 
of the method in which we are obliged to addreſs 


theſe ſavages. 


„ Brother Uncus, 


As it is for the advantage of his Majeſty King 


- George, to have a large body of Rangers employ- | 
cd in his ſervice the enſuing campaign, and as I | 
am well convinced of the ſincere attachment you | 


have to him, I therefore carefully obey General 
Amherſt's orders to me, to engage your aſſiſtance þ 


here early in the ſpring. 


„e hope you'll continue to ſhew that ardent 
' zeal you have all along expreſſed for the Engliſh, 


ever ſince you have been allied to them, by raiſing 
a company of your men with the utmoſt expe- 


dition. 


ec Should you chuſe to come out a Captain, 


General Amherſt will "ery give you the com- 


miſſion 


ins © 
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miſhon for it; if not, I ſhall expect Doquipe and 
Nunnipad. I leave to you the choice of an Enfign 
and two ſerjeants; but I . hope you'll engage the 
fitteſt men for their ſtations, I would have the 
company conſiſt of fifty private men, or more, if 
you can get them; and if thoſe men that deſert- 
ed from Capt. Brewer will join you, the General 
will pardon. them. You may employ a Clerk for 
the company, to whom General Amherſt will al- 
low the. uſual pay. | 


« T heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in raiſing your. 


mens amndlballbecxceadinggladulbat yougoin.me.. 
with alt the expedition you poſſibly can. I am, 


Brother Uncus, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Fo King Uncus. | 5 Robert Rogers,” i 


With this letter, or any other wrote to them, 
in order to give it any credit or influence, muſt go 
a belt of wampum, ſuitable to the matter and occa- 
ſion of-it, and upon which the bearer, after having 
read the letter, interprets it, and then delivers both 
to the Sachem, or perſon they are directed to. 


F 3 The 
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The latter end of February, about fifty No- 
hocks, commanded by Captain Lotridge, came 
from Sir William Johnſon to join me, and procced 
to Ticonderoga on a ſcout. 


March 3, 1749, I received the following or- 
ders from Col. Haldiman : An officer being cho. 
ſen by the General to make obſervations upon the 
enemy's ſituation, and the ſtrength of their forts 
upon Lake Champlain, you are ordered to march 
with your Rangers, and the Mohock Indians, under 
the command of Capt. Lotridge, and take all the 
meaſures and precautions poſſible, that he may ex- 
ecute his intentions, and perform the ſervice, which 
the General has much at heart; and to effect this 
with more ſecurity, a body of regulais is hkewiſe 
ordered to join with you, and you are to have the 
command of the whole. Lieut. Brheem is to com- 
municate his orders to you; and the ſervice being 
performed, you will endeavour to take a priſoner, 
or priſoners, or ſtrike ſuch a ſtroke on the enemy 
and try to bring us intelligence. 


% He recommends it in the ſtrongeſt manner, 
that if ſome of the enemy ſhould fall into your 
hands to preyent the Indians from exerciſing their 

cruelty 


| a 
etuelty upon them, as he deſires priſoners may be 
treated with humanity. 


3 Fred. Haldima, | 
Fort Edward, Commander at 
March 3, 1759. 5 Fort Edward.“ 


purſuant to the above orders, I marched the 
ſame day with a party of 358 men, officers includ- 
ed, and encamped the firſt night at Half-Way- 
Brook. One Indian, being hurt by accident, re- 
turned to Fort Edward. The 4th marched to with- 
in one mile and a half of Lake George, and halted 
till evening, that we might the better paſs undiſco- 
vered by the enemy, if any were on the hill recon- 
noitering. We continued our march till two o'clock 
in the morning, and halted at the firſt narrows. Tt 
being exceſſive cold, and ſeveral of our party being 
froſt-bitten, I ſent back twenty-three, under the 
charge of a careful ſerjeant, to Fort Edward. We 
continued here till the evening of the 5th, then 
marched to Sabbath-day Point, where we arrived 
about eleven o' clock, almoſt overcome with the 
cold. At two o' clock we continued our march, and 
reached the landing place about eight. I ſent out a 
ſma]l party to obſerve if any of the enemies parties 
went out. They returned and reported, that none 
were to be ſeen on the weſt-ſide of the lake, but 
on the eaſt were two working parties. It now ap- 


F 4 peared 
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peared to be a ſuitable time for the engineer to make 


his obſervations. I left Capt. Williams to remain 
at this place with the Regulars, and thirty Rangers, 


while I, with the engiheer, forty-nine Rangers, 
and Capt. Lotridge, with forty-five Indians, went 
to the iſthmus that overlooks the fort, where he 
made his obſervations, We returned to our party, 
leaving five Indians and one Ranger to obſerve 
what number croſſed the lake in the evening from 
the eaſt-ſide to the fort, that I might know the bet. 
ter how to attack them next morning. At dark the 
engineer went again, with Lieut. Tute, anda guard 


of ten men, to the entrenchments, and returned 
at midnight without oppoſition, having done his 


buſineſs to his ſatisfaction. On which I ordered 
Capt. Williams with the Regulars back to Sabbath- 
day Point; the party being extremely diſtreſſed 
with the cold, it appeared to me imprudent to march 
his men any further, eſpecially as they had no ſnow- 
ſhoes. I ſent with him Lieut. Tute and thirty 
Rangers, with directions to kindle fires on the 
aforeſaid point. At three o'clock I marched with 
three Lieutenants and forty Rangers, one Regular, 
and Capt. Lotridge with forty-ſix Indians, in or- 
der to be ready to attack the enemy's working par- 
ties on the eaſt-ſide of the lake early in the morn- 
ing. We croſſed South-Bay about eight miles 
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fouth of this fort *; from thence, it being about ſix 
o'clock, bore down right oppoſite the fort, and 
within half a mile of where theFrench parties agree- 
able to our expectations, were cutting of wood. 
HereT halted, and ſent two Indians and two Rangers 


to obſerve their ſituation. They returned in a few 


minutes, and brought intelligence that the working 
parties were cloſe to the banks of the lake, and op- 
poſite the fort, and were about forty in number; 
upon which we ſtripped off our blankets, and ran 


down upon them, took ſeveral priſoners, and deſ- 


troyed moſt of the party as they were retreating to 
the fort, from whence being diſcovered, about 


eighty Canadians and Indians purſued us cloſely, be- 


ing backed by about 150 French regulars, and in 


a miles march they began a fire in our rear; and 


as we marched in a line abreaſt, our front was eaſi- 
ly made; I halted on a riſing ground, reſolving to 
make a ſtand againſt the enemy, who appeared 
at firſt very reſolute: but we repulſed them before 
their reinforcement came up, and began our march 
again in a line abreaſt; having advanced about half 
a mile further, they came in ſight again. As ſoon 


as we could obtain an advantageous poſt, which 


was a long ridge, we again made a ſtand on the ſide 

oppoſite the enemy. The Canadians and Indians 

came very cloſe, but were ſoon ſtopped. by a warm 

TE fire 

* Here we found that a party of Indians had gone up the 
bay towards our forts, 
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fire from the Rangers and Mohocks. They broke 
immediately, and the Mohocks with ſome Rangers 
purſued, and entirely routed them before their Re- 
gulars could come up. After this we marched with- 
out any oppoſition. In theſe ſeveral ſkirmiſhes we 
had two Rangers and one Regular killed, and one 
Indian wounded, and killed about thirty of the ene- 
my. We continued our march till 12 o'clock at 
night, and'came to Capt. Williams at Sabbath- day 
Point (fifty miles diſtant from the place we ſet out 
from in the morning.) 'The Captain- received us 
with good fires, than which ſcarce any thing could 
be more acceptable to my party, ſeveral of which 
had their feet froze, it being exceſſive cold, and the 
inow four feet deep. Next morning marched the 
whole detachment as far as Long-liland' in Lake 
George, and there encamped that nignt. On our 


march from Sabbath-day Point to this Iſland, I 


gave leave to ſome of the Rangers and Indians to 


hunt near the ſide of the lake, who brought us in 
great plenty of veniſon for our refreſhment, 


Iſent Lieut. Tute, with the following letter, to 
Col. Haldiman, fearing left a party of Indians wa 
had ſome notice of might have gone up Sou! 11-Bay, 
and get an opportunity of dging miſchief before ! 
could reach. Fort Edward with. the. whole detach- 
ment. 
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Camp at Sabbath-day Paint, Friday, eight 


| clock inthe morning. 
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« ſend this to let you know that ſixty Indians, 
in two parties, are gone towards Fort Edward and 
Saratoga, and I fear will ſtrike ſome blow before 
this reaches you. Mr. Brheem is ſatisfied he has 
done his buſineſs agreeable to his orders; ſince 
which I have taken ſome priſoners from 'Ticonde- 

roga, and deſtroyed others of the enemy, of the 
| particulars of which the bearer will inform you. 


„ The Mohocks behaved with great bravery ; 
ſome having been within piſtol-ſhot of the French 
fort. = 1 


« Two-thirds of my detachment have froze 
their feet (the weather being ſo ſevere that it is al- 
moſt impoſſible to deſcribe it) ſome of which we 
are obliged to carry. I am, So. 


R. ROGERS.” 


p „ March 10, 1759. 

l congratulate. you heartily on your good ſuc- 
ceſs, and ſend you twenty-two ſleys to tranſport. 
your ſick. You will by this opportunity, take as 
many boards as you can conveniently *. My beſt 


* Boards left at the place where F 


and.now. wanted at Fort Edward. 


ort William Henry ſtood, 


compliments 


5 
compliments to Capt. 3 and to all the gen 
tlemen. I am, Sir, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 
FRED. HALDIMAND. 


« p. S. Thad the ſignal guns fired to give no- 


tice to the different poſts. Nothing has e 


E yet * 


We were met by the fleys, and a detachment 
of 100 men at Lake George, and all arrived ſafe 
at Fort Edward, where I received the following 
tetters upon my arrival. 


« 8 1 R, 
« ] yeſterday received your letter by Mr. Stark. 


The general approves of raifing the Indian compa- 


nies; but as he has not heard the Rangers are com- 
plete, he cannot agree to the raiſing more compa- 
nies, till the preſent ones are complete at Fort Ed- 


ward. Mr. Stark ſets out to-morrow for New: 


England. I have ordered him to hurry up the re- 
cruits of your corps, and repeat my orders to the 
officers, to join their companies if they are com- 
plete. Your arms have been tried and proved by 


+ The exploſion of theſe G:gnal-guns (as we afterwards heard) 


was heard by the party of the enemy, then near Fort Millar, eight 
miles below Fort Edward, who thereupon ſuppofing themſelves 
Aſcovered, returned with precipitation, 


the 
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e artillery; they anſwer very well, and are or- 


dered to be ſent to you as faſt as poſſible: The 
general has ſent to you by Capt. Jacobs. We have 


choſe out one hundred men from each regiment, 


and pitched upon the officers to act this year as 


light infantry; they are cloathed and accoutred 


as light as poſſible, and, in my opinion, are a kind 


of troops that has been much wanted in this coun- 
try. They have what amunition they want, ſo that 
I don't doubt but they will be excellent markſmen. 


You may depend upon general Amherſt's intentions 
to have you; I heard Brigadier Gage mention you 
to him, From what knowledge I have of the Gene- 
ral, I can only ſay that merit is ſure to be rewarded; 
nor does he favour any recommendation, without 
the perſon recommended really deſerves his promo- 
tion. You will return your companies to me as 
ſoon as complete. „ : 
Your obedient humble ſervant, 
New-York, R. TOWNSHEND, 
Feb. 26, 1159. . 
To Major Rogers. 


« SIR, New-York, Feb. 13, 1759. 

“ This will be delivered to you by Capt. Jacoh 
Nawnawampeteoonk, who laſt campaign command- 
ed a company of Stockbridge Indians, and who, 
upon hearing that you had wrote to me concerning 
him, came to offer me his ſervice for the, enfuing 
campaign: 
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campaign: But as you have not mentioned to me 
the terms and conditions on which he was to en- 


gage, I have referred him to you to give in his pro- 


poſals, that you may report to me thereupon, and 

inform me if you think his ſervice adequate to them; 

after which 1 ſhall give you my anſwer. I am, Sir, 
Your very humble Servant 

| JEFF. AMHERST, 

Fo Major Rogers. 


Before I received this letter from his Excellency, 
I had wrote to him, recommending ſeveral officers 
to the vacancies in the ranging companies, and in- 


eloſed a journal of my late ſcout; ſoon after my 
return from which I went to Albany, to ſettle my 


accompts with the government, where I waited: 
upon his Excellency the General, by whom I was 
very kindly received, and aſſured that I ſhould have. 


the rank of Major in the army from the date of my 
commiſſion under General Abercrombie. 


J returned to Fort Edward the 15th of May, 
where I received the melancholy news, that Capt. 
Burbank, with a party of thirty men, had in my 


abſence been ſent out on a ſcout, and were all cut 
off. This gave me great uneaſineſs, as Mr. Bur- 


bank was a gentleman [I very highly eſteemed, and 
one of the beſt officers among the Rangers, and 


more eſpecially as I judged the ſcout he was ſent: 
- es out 
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out upon by the commanding officer at the fort was 
needleſs, and unadviſedly undertaken. 


Preparations for the campaign were haſtened by 
his Excellency the General in every quarter; the 
jevies from the feveral. provinces forwarded, the 
companies of Rangers compleated, and diſciplined 
in the beſt manner I was capable of, and of which- 
the general was pleaſed greatly to approve. 


In the monthof June, part of the army marched 
with General Gage for the lake. I was ordered to 
fend three: companies there with Capt. Stark, and 
to remain with. the General myſelf with the other 
three companies, till ſuch time as he marched thi- 
ther. In this interval, purſuant to his Excellency's 
orders, I ſent out ſeveral parties to the French forts, 
who from time to time diſcovered the fituation of 
the enemy, and brought ſatisfaQtory intelligence. 


About the 2oth of June, the General with the 
remainder of the army marched to the lake, the 
Rangers being in the advanced guard ; and here his 
Excellency was pleaſed to fulfil his promiſe to me, 
by declaring in public orders, my rank of Major 
in the army, from the date of my commiſſion, as 
Major of the Rangers. We continued here collect- 
ing our ſtrength together, and making neceſſary 
preparations, and getting what intelligence we could 

of 
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of the ſtrength and ſituation of the enemy, till Ju- 
Ty 21, 1759, when the army embarked for Ticon- 
deroga. I was in the front with the Rangers on the 
right wing, and was the firſt body that landed on 
July 22, at the north end of Lake George, follow- 
ed by the grenadiers and light infantry, which Col. 
Haviland commanded. . 


I marched, agreeable to orders from the Gene. 
ral, acroſs the mountains in the iſthmus ; from 


thence, in a. by-way, athwart the woods to the 


bridge at the Saw-mills ; where finding the bridge 


ſtanding, I immediately croſſed it with my Rangers, 


and took poſſeſſion of the riſing ground on the 
other ſide, and beat from thence a party of the 
enemy, and took ſeveral priſoners, killed others, 
and put. the remainder to flight, before Colonel 
Haviland with his grenadiers and light infantry got 


over. The army took poſſeſſion that night of the 


_ Heights near the. Saw-mills, where they lay all 
this evening. | 


The enemy kept out a ſcouting-party, with a2 
body. of Canadians and Indians, which killed ſeve- 


ral of our men, and galled us prodigiouſly. 


July 23, The General, early in the morning, 
put the army in motion; at the ſame time ordered 
me in the fropt, with directions to proceed acroſs 

the 
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the Chefnut Plain, the nigheſt and beſt way I 
could, to Lake Champlain, and do my endeavour 


to ſtrike it near the edge of the cleared ground, 
between that and the breaſt-work, where I was 


to halt till IJ received further orders. Having pur- 


ſued my orders, and halted at the lake, I informed 
the General of my ſituation, and that nothing ex- 
traordinary had happened in our march. 


The General by this time had appointed and 


formed a detachment to attack their main breaſt- 


work on the hill, and had got poſſeſſion of it. I 
was ordered to ſend twp hundred men to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of a ſmall entrenchment next to Lake Cham- 


plain; and Captain Brewer, whom I had ſent to 


take poſſeſſion of this poſt, happily ſucceeded. 


From the time the army came in ſight the ene- 
my kept up a conſtant fire of cannon from their 
walls and batteries at our people. The General 
at this time had left ſeveral provincial regiments to 
bring the cannon and ammunition acroſs the Car- 
rying Place, together with proviſions, which they 
Cid with great expedition . 

July 


* About this time ſome of the Provincial regiments were ſent 


ts Olwego, to aſſiſt in building a fort there, 
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July 24. All this day the engineers were em- 


ployed in raiſing batteries, as was likewiſe a great 


part of the army in that work, and in making and 
tetching faſcines, till the 26th at night ; all which 
time I had parties out to Crown Point to watch the 
motions of the enemy there ; by which means the 
General had not only daily, but hourly intelligence 
from thoſe poſts. . 


I this day received orders from the General to 


attempt to cut away a boom which the French had 
thrown acroſs the lake oppoſite the fort, which 


prevented our boats from paſſing by, and cutting 
off their retreat. For the completion of this order 
J had ſixty Rangers in one Fngliſh flat-bottomed 
boat, and two whale-boats *, in which, after night 
came on, I embarked, and paſſed over to the other 
ſide of Lake Champlain, oppoſite to the Rangers 
encampment, and from that intended to ſteer my 
- courſe along the eaſt-ſhore, and privately ſaw off 
their boom, for which end I had taken ſaws with 
me, the boom being made with logs of timber. 


About nine o'clock, when I had got about half 


way 


* Theſe boats were carried acroſs the land from Lake George 


to Lake Champlain, on which day the brave and worthy Colonel. 


Townſhend was killed by a cannon: ball from the enemy, whoſe 
fall was much lamented by the General. 
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way from the place where I had embarked, the 
enemy, who had undermined their fort, ſprung 
their mines, which blew up with a loud exploſion, 
the enemy being all ready to embark on board 
their boats, and make a retreat. This gave me 
an opportunity to attack them with ſuch ſuccels as 
to drive ſeveral of them aſhore ; ſo that next morn- 
ing we topk from the eaſt-ſhore ten boats, with a 
conſiderable quantity of baggage, and upwards of 
fifty barrels of powder, and large quantities of ball. 

About ten o'clock I returned, and made my report 
to the e 


The 25th I was ordered with my party to the 
Saw-mills (to wait the flying parties of the enemy 
which were expected that way) where I-lay till 
the 11th of Auguſt *, on which day I received the 
following orders from General Amherſt. 8 


cc SIR, 


5 You are this night to ſend a Captain, with a 
proper proportion of ſubalterns, and two hundred 
men, to Crown Point, where the officer is to poſt 
himſelf in ſuch a manner as not to be ſurprized, 


and to ſeize on the beſt ground for defending him- | 
ſelf ; 


* About this time a party of my people diſcovered that the 


enemy's Fort at Crown Point was likewiſe blown up, and the 
enemy fled, 
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ſelf; and if he ſhould be attacked by the enemy, 


he is not to retreat with his party, but keep his 
ground till he 1 is reinforced from the army. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Te Major Rogers. Jeff. Amberſi 


| Capt. Brewer went with a party, and the Ge- 
neral followed the 12th with the whole-army, and 
the ſame day arrived at Crown Point, where it was 


found that Captain Brewer had executed his orders 
e well. 


| This evening I had orders for encamping, and 
the ground for each corps being laid out, my camp 


was fixed in the front of the army. Immediately 


after the General had got the diſpoſition of his 


camp ſettled, he began to clear ground, and pre- 


pare a place for erecting a new fort, in which ſer- 
vice great part of the army was employed. I had 
orders to ſend Capt. Stark, with two hundred 


Rangers, to cut a road to No. 4. which party was 


immediately ſent. 


During theſe tranſaftions I ſent out (by the Ge- 


neral's approbation) ſeveral ſcouting parties againſt 
the 
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the enemy *, which brought in priſoners from St. 

John's Fort, and others penetrated into the back 

. better to learn the nature and ſituati- 
of it. 


Thus were we employed till the 12th of Sep- 
tember, when the General, exaſperated at the 
treatment which Capt. Kennedy had met with, who 

had been ſent with a party as a flag of truce to the 
St. Francis Indians, with propoſals of peace to 
them, and was by them made a priſoner with his 
- whole party; this ungenerous inhumane treatment 
determined the General to chaſtize theſe ſavages 
with ſome ſeverity, and, in order to it, I received 

| from him the following orders, VIZ, 
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+ © You are this night to ſet out with the de- 
tachment as ordered yeſterday, viz. of 200 men, 
which you will take under your command, - and 
proceed to Miſiſquey Bay, from whence you will 

- march 


* Captain Tute, and Lieutenant Pletcher, in two different 
ſcouting parties, were taken and carried to Canada, 


FT That this expedition might be carried on with the utmoſt 
ſecreſy after the plan of it was concerted the day before my march, 
it was put into public orders, that I was to march a different 
way, at the ſame time I had private inſtructions to proceed · di- 
rectly to St. Francis. 
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march and attack the enemy's ſettlements on the 
ſouth- ſide of the river St. Lawrence, in ſuch a man- 
ner as you ſhall judge moſt effectual to difgrace the 
enemy, and for the ſucceſs and honour of his Maje- 
ſty's arms. 


% Remember the barbarities that have been 
committed by the enemy's Indian ſcoundrels on 


every occaſion, where they had an opportunity of 


ſhewing their infamous cruelties on the King's 


ſubjects, which they have done without mercy, 


Take your revenge, but don't forget that tho? 
thoſe villains have daſtardly and promiſcuouſly mur- 


dered the women and children of all ages, it is my 
orders that no women or children are killed or 


hurt, 


& When you have executed your intended ſer- 


vice, you will return with your detachment to camps 
or to join me wherever the army may be. 


Your's, &c. 


Camp at Crown Point, eff. Amberſt.” 


Sept. 13, 1759. 
To Major Rogers. 


In purſuance of the above orders, I ſet out the 
ſame 


E 1331 
ſame evening with a detachment; and as to the 
particulars of my proceedings, and the great difficul- 
ties we met with in effecting our deſign, the reader 
is referred to the letter I wrote to General Am- 
herſt upon my return, and the remarks following 
it. 


Copy. of my Letter to the General upon my return 
from St. Francis. 


6 Six, 


c The twenty- ſecond day after my departure 
from Crown Point, I came in fight of the Indian 
town St. Francis in the evening, which I diſcover- 
ed from a tree that I climbed, at about three miles 
diſtance. Here I halted my party, which now con- 
ſiſted of 142 men, officers included, being reduced 
to that number by the unhappy accident which be- 
fel Capt Williams“, and ſeveral ſince tiring, whom 
I was obliged to ſend back. At eight o'clock this 
evening J left the detachment, and took with me 
Lieut. Turner and Enſign Avery, and went to re- 
connoitre the town, which 1 did to my ſatisfaction, 

and 

+ Capt. Williams of the Royal Regiment was, the fifth day 
of qur march, accidentally burnt with gun- powder, and ſeveral 
men hurt, which together with ſome ſick, returned back to 


Crown Point, to the number of forty, under the care of Capt. 
Williams, who returned with great reluctance. ; 
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and found the Indians in a high frolic or dance. 1 
returned to my party at two o' clock, and at three 
- marched it to within five hundred yards of the 
town, where - lightened the men of their packs, 
6 and formed them for the attack, 


cc At half an hour before ſun- riſe I ſurpriſed the 
town when they were all faſt aſleep, on the right, 
left, and center, which was done with fo much ala- 
crity by both the officers and men, that the enemy 
had not time to recover themſelves, or take arms 


for their own defence, till they were chiefly deſtroy- 


ed, except ſome few of them who took to the wa- 
ter. About forty of my people purſued them, who 
. deſtroyed ſuch as attempted to make their eſcape 
that way, and ſunk both them and their boats. A 


Uttle after ſun-riſe I ſet fire to all their houſes, ex- 


cept three, in which there was corn, that I reſer- 
ved for the uſe of the party. 


6 The fire conſumed many of the . who 
had concealed themſelves in the cellars and lofts of 
their houſes. About ſeven o' clock in the morning 
the affair was completely over, in which time we 
had killed at leaſt two hundred Indians, and taken 
twenty of their women and children priſoners, fit. 
teen of whom Het 8⁰ their own way, and five I 
brought with me, VIZ, two Indian boys. and three 
Indian 
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Indian girls. I likewiſe retook five Engliſn captives, 
which I alſo took under my care. 


ce When I had paraded my Jetechment, I found 
1 had Capt. Ogden badly wounded in his body, 
but not ſo as to hinder him from doing his duty. 


Ihad alſo fix men lightly wounded, and one Stock- 
bridge Indian killed. 


* ordered my people to take corn out of the 
8 reſerved houſes for their ſubſiſtence home, there 
being no other proviſion there: and whilſt they 
were loading themſelves I examined the priſoners 
and captives, who gave the following intelligence : 
4 That a party of 300 French, and ſome Indians, 
were about four miles down the river below us; 
and that our boats were way-laid, which I had rea- 
ſon to believe was true, as they told the exact num- 
ber, and the place where I left them at: that a par- 
ty of 200 French and fifteen Indians, had, three 
days before I attacked the town, gone up the river 
Wigwam Martinic, ſuppoſing that was the place 
I intended to attack; whereupon I called the offi- 
cers together, to conſult the ſafety of our return, 
who were of opinion there was no other way for us 
to return with ſafety, but by No. 4. on ConneQi- 
cut River. I marched the detachment eight days 
in a body that day; and when proviſions grew 
ſcarce, near Pm Magog Lake, I divided the 


G dlcetach- 
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detachment into ſmall companies, putting proper 


guides to each, who were to aſſemble at the mouth 
of Amonſook River“, as I expected proviſions 
would be brought there for our relieft, not know- 
ing FRY way I ſhould return. 


« Two days after we parted, Enſign ler of 
Fitche's, fell in on my track, and followed in my 
rear; and a party of the enemy came upon them, 


and took ſeven of his party priſoners, two of whom 
that night made their eſcape, and came in to me 
next morning. c Avery, with the remainder of his 
party joined mine, and came with me to the Cohaſe 
Intervales, where I left them with Lieut. Grant, 
from which place I, with Capt. Ogden, and one 


man more, put down the river on a {mall raft to this 


place, where I arrived yeſterday ; and in half an 
hour after my arrival diſpatched proviſions up the 
river to Lieut. Grant in a canoe, which I am pret- 


ty certain will reach him this night, and next 
morning ſent two other canoes up the river for the 


relief 


* Amonſook River falls into Connecticut River about ſixty 


Miles above No 4. 


1 An officer upon ſome intelligence that I had when going 
out, was ſent back to Crown Point from Miſiſquey Bay, to deſire 
that proviſions might be conveyed to this place, as I had reaſon to 


believe we ſhould be deprived of our boats, and conſequently be 


obliged to return this way. 


* 


ju 
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relief of the other parties, loaded with proviſions, 
to the mouth of Amonſook River. 


e | ſhall ſet off to go up the river myſelf to- 
morrow, to ſeek and bring in as many of our men 
as I can find, and expect to be back in about eight 
days, when I ſhall, with all expedition, return to 
Crown Point. As to other particulars relative to 


this ſcout, which your Excellency may think pro- 


per to inquire after, I refer you to Capi. Ogden, 
who bears this, and has accompanied me all the 
time I have been out, behaving very well. I am, 


Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Your Excellency's moſt obedient ſervant, 


No. 4. | | R. Rogers.” 
Nov. 5, 1759. 


To General Amherſt. 


I cannot forbear here making ſome remarks on 
the difficulties and diſtreſſes which attended us, in 
effecting this enterprize upon St. Francis, which 
is ſituated within three miles of the river St. Law. 
rence, in the middle of Canada, about half way be- 
tween Montreal and Quebec. It hath already been 
mentioned, how our party was reduced by the ac. 
cident which befel Capt. Williams, the fifth day af- 

* ©; ter 
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ter our departure, and ſtill farther by numbers tiring 
and falling ſick afterwards. It was extremely dif- 
ficult while we kept the water (and which re- 


tarded our progreſs very much) to paſs undiſcover- 
ed by the enemy, who were then cruizing in great 
numbers upon the lake; and had prepared certain 
veſſels, on purpoſe to decoy any party of ours, that 
might come that way, armed with all manner of 
machines and implements for their deſtruction; 
but we happily eſcaped their ſnares of this kind, 
and Janded (as hath been mentioned) the tenth day 
at Miſiſquey Bay. Here, that I might with more 
certainty know whether my boats (with which I 
left proviſions ſufficient to carry us back to Crown 


Point) were diſcovered by the enemy, I left two 


tfuſty Indians to lie at a diſtance in ſight of the 


boats, and there to ſtay till I came back, except the 


enemy found them ; in which latter caſe they were 


with all poſſible ſpeed to follow on my track, and 
give me intelligence. It happened the ſecond day 
after I left them, that theſe two Indians came up 


to me in the evening, and informed me that about 


400 French had diſcovered and taken my boats, 
and that about one half of them were hotly purſu- 


ing on my track. This unlucky circumſtance (it 
may well be ſuppoſed) put us into ſome conſternati- 
on. Should the enemy overtake us, and we get the 
better of them in an encounter; yet being ſo far ad- 


vanced into their country, where no wine 
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could poſſibly relieve us, and where they could be 
ſupported by any numbers they pleaſed, afforded 


us little hopes of eſcaping their hands. Our boats 
being taken, cut off all hope of a retreat by them; 
beſides the loſs of our proviſions left with them, of 
which we knew we ſhould have great need at any 
rate, in caſe we ſurvived, was a melancholy conſi- 
deration. It was, however, reſolved to proſecute 
our defign at all adventures, and, when we had ac- 


compliſhed it, to attempt A retreat (the only poſſi- 


ble way we could think of) by way of No 4; and 
that we might not be deſtroyed by famine in our 
return, I diſpatched Lieut. M*Mullen by land to 
Crown Point, to deſire of the General to relieve -. 
me with proviſion at Amonſook River, at the end 
of Cohaſe Intervales on Connecticut River, that 
being the way I ſhould return, if at all, and the 
place appointed being about ſixty miles from 
No. 4. then the moſt northerly Engliſh ſettle- 
ment. This being done, we determined if poſſible 
to outmarch our purſuers, and effect our deſign up- 
on St. Francis before they could overtake us. We 
marched nine days through wet ſunken ground ; 
the water moſt of the way near a foot deep, it being 
a ſpruce bog. When we encamped at night, we 
had no way to ſecure ourſelves from the water, but 
by cutting the boughs of trees, and with them e- 
recting a kind of hammocks, We commonly began 
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eur march a little before day, and continued it till 


after dark at night. 


The tenth day after leaving Miſiſquey Biy, we 


came to a river about fifteen miles above the town 


of St. Francis to the South of it; and the town 


being on the oppoſite or eaſt ſide of it, we were 
obliged to ford it, which was attended with no ſmall 


difficulty, the water being five feet deep, and the 


current ſwift, I put the talleſt men up the ſtream, and 


then holding by each other, we got over with the 
Tofs of ſeveral of our guns, ſome of which were 
recovered by diving to the bottom for them. We 


had now good dry ground to march upon, and diſ- 
covered and deſtroyed the town as before related, 
which in all probability would have been effected 
with the loſs of no man but the Indian who was 


killed in the action, had not my boats been diſco- 


vered, and our retreat that way cut off. 


This nat'on of Indians was notoriouſly attached 


to the French, and had for near a century paſt har- 
raſſed the frontiers of New England, killing peo- 
ple of all ages and ſexes in a moſt barbarous man- 
ner, at a time when they did not in the leaſt ſuſ- 


pect them; and to my own knowledge, in fix years 


time, carried into captivity, and killed, on the be- 


fore- mentioned frontiers, 400 perſons. We found 


in the town hanging on poles over their doors, 600 
ſcalps, moſtly Engliſh. 


'The 
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The circumſtances of our return are chiefly relat- 
ed in the preceding letter; however it is hardly pof- 


' ſible to deſcribe the grief and conſternation of thoſe 


of us who came to Cohaſe Intervales. Upon our 
arrival there (after ſo many days tedious march over 
ſteep rocky mountains, or through wet dirty ſwamps 
with the terrible attendants of fatigue and hunger) 
to find that here was no relief for us, where we 


had encouraged ourſelves that we ſhould find it, and 


have our diſtreſſes alleviated ; for notwithanding 
the officer I diſpatched to the general diſcharged 
his truſt with great expedition, and in nine days ar- 
rived at Crown Point, which was an hundred miles 


through the woods, and the General, without de- 


lay, ſent Lieut. Stephans to No. 4, with orders to 
take proviſions up the river to the place where I had 
appointed, and there wait as long as there was any 


hopes of my returning; yet the officer that was 


ſent being an indolent fellow, tarried at the place 


but two days, when he returned, taking all the 


proviſions back with him, about two hours before 
our arrival. Finding a freſh fire burning in his camp, 
I fired guns to bring him back, which guns he 
heard, but would not return, ſuppoſing we were 


an enemy 5 ks. - i? Our 


* . a . 
This Gentleman, for this piece of conduct, was broke by a 
general court-martial, and rendered inca 


pable of ſuſtaining any 
e ; a poor reward how - 


ever. 
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Our diſtreſs upon this occaſion was truly inexpreſ- 
fible; our ſpirits, greatly depreſſed by the hunger 
and fatigues we had already ſuffered, now almoſt 
entirely ſunk within us, ſeeing no reſource left, nor 
any reaſonable ground to hope that we ſhould ef. 
cape a moſt miſerable death by famine. At length 
J came to a reſolution to puſh as faſt as poſſible to- 
wards No. 4, leaving the remains of my party, now 
unable to march further, to get ſuch wretched ſub- 
ſiſtence as the barren wilderneſs could afford“, till 
I could get relief to them, which I engaged to do 
within ten days. I, with Captain Ogden, one Ran- 
ger, and a captive Indian boy, embarked upon 4 4 
raft we made of dry pine trees. The current car- | f 


ried us down the ſtream in the middle of the river, 
where we endeavoured to keep our wretched veſ- 5 
ſel by ſuch paddles as we had made out of ſmall | + 
trees, or ſpires ſplit and hewed. The ſecond day it 
we reached White River Falls, and very narrowly 
eſcaped being carried over them by the current. | 4 
Our little remains of ſtrength however enabled us 1 
to land, and to march by them. At the 3 1. 1 
| tnele - 


ever, for the diſtreſſes and hath thereby 9 to ſo many 
brave men, to ſome of which it proves fatal, they n dying 


with hunger. : 
* This was ground-nuts and lily roots, which being clean- | 
ed and boiled will ſerve to preſerve life, and the uſe and method {8 


ef preparing which I taught to Lieut, Grant commander of the party. 
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theſe falls, while Capt. Ogden and the Ranger 


hunted for red ſquirrels for a refreſhment, who had 


the good fortune likewiſe to kill a partridge, I at- 


tempted forming a new raft for our further convey- 


ance. Being not able to cut down trees, I burnt 


them down, and then burnt them off at proper 
lengths. This was our third day's work after leav- 
ing our companions. The next day we got our ma- 


terials together, and compleated our raft, and float- 
ed with the ſtream again till we came to Wattock- 
quitchey Falls, which are about fifty yards in 
length: here we landed, and by a weath made of 
hazel buſhes, Capt. Ogden held the raft, till 1 
went to the bottom, prepared to ſwim in and board 


it when it came down, and if poſſible paddle it aſhore 
this being our only reſource for life, as we were not 
able to make a third raft in caſe we had loſt this. I 


had the good fortune to ſucceed, and the next 
morning we embarked and floated down the ſtream }. 
to within a ſmall diſtance of No. 4, where we found 


ſome men cutting of timber, who gave us the firſt 
relief, and aſſiſted us to the fort, from whence 1 


diſpatched a canoe with proviſions, which reached 


the men at Cohaſe four days after, which (agreea- 


ble to my engagement) was the tenth aſter I left - 


them. 


Two days aſter my arrival at No. 4 I went with | 


other canoes, loaded with proviſions, up: the river 
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my ſclf, for the relief of others of my party that 
might be coming in that way“, having hired ſome 
of me inhabitants to aſſiſt me in this affair. I like- 


wiſe ſent expreſſes to Suncook and Pennecook upon 


Merrimack river, that any that ſhould chance to 
ſtraggle that way might be aſſiſted; and proviſions 
were ſent up ſaid rivers accordingly. 


On my return.to No, 4, I waited a few days to 
refreſh ſuch of my party as I had been able to col- 
lea together, and during my ſtay. there received 
the following letter from General Amherſt, in an- 
{wer to mine of No. 5. 


© SIR. Crown Point, Nov. 8, 1759. 
«© Captain Ogden delivered me your letter of the 
{th inftant, for which I am not only to thank you, 
but to aſſure-you ot the ſatisfaQtion I had on reading 


it; as every ſtep you informed me you have taken, 


bas been very well judged, and deſerves may full ap- 
probation. I am forry Lieut. Stephens judged ſo ill 
in coming away with the proviſions from the place 
where I ſent him to wait for you. An 


* ] met ſeveral different parties; as Lieut- Curgill, Lieut. 
Campbell, Lieut. Fatrington, and Serjeant Evans, with their reſ- 
pective diviſions, and ſent canoes further up for the relief of 
ſuch as might be ſtill behind, and coming this way. Some I met 
who eſcaped from Dunbar's and Tu:ner's party, who were over- 
taken (being upwards of twenty in number) and were moſtly kil- 
led or taken by the enemy. 
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ee An Indian is come in laſt night, and ſaid he had 


left ſome of your party at Otter River. I ſent for 


them; they are come in. This afternoon four In- 
dians, two Rangers, a German woman, and three 
other priſoners ; they quitted four of your party 
ſome days ſince, and thought they had arrived 
here*. Tam in hopes all the reſt will get in very ſafe. 
I think there is no danger but they will, as you quit- 
ed them not till having marched eight days in a bo- 
dy; the only riſk after that will be meeting hunt- 
ing parties. Tam, Sits 


Your humble ſervant.” | 
Ta Major Ringiten | 
1 | JEFF. AMHERST.” 


As ſoon as my party were refreſhed, ſuch as were 


able I marched to Crown Point, where I arrived 
Dec. 1, 1759, and upon examination found, that, 
ſince our leaving the ruins of St. Francis, I had loft 
three Officers, viz. Lieut. Dunbar of Gage's Light 
Infantry, Lieut. Turner-of the Rangers, and Lieut. 


Jenkins of the Provincials,. and forty-fix ALON | 


and privates. 


The Rangers at that place were all diſmiſſed be. 


fore my return, excepting two companies, com. 


manded by n and Tute t, with whom 
55 I found 


Upon our ſeperation, ſome of the diviſions were ordered to 


make for Crown point, that being the beſt route for Hunting, 


Þ Capt. Tute who had been taken priſoner, was returned by 


2 flag N While I was gone to St, Francis. 


Bohn IT. Fo III”. 
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I found orders left by the General for me to 


continue at that garriſon during the winter, but had 


leave, however, to go down the country, and to 


wait upon his Excellency at New Vork. 


After giving in my return to the General, and 
what intelligence I could of the enemy's ſituation, he 
defired me, when. I had leiſure, to draw a plan of 


my march 'to St. Francis ; and then by his order, 


I returned by the way of Albany; which place I 
left the 6th of February 1760, with thirteen re- 
cruits I had inliſted; and the 13th, on my way be- 
tween Ticonderoga and Crown Point, from whence 
I would have purſued them immediately ; but Col. 
Haviland, the commanding officer there, judged it 
not prudent, by reaſon the garriſon at that time 
was very ſickly *, I continued at Crown Point the 
remainder of the winter, 


Cake 31ſt of march, Cant, James 'Tute, with 
two regular officers and fix men, went out a ſcout- 


ing, and were all made priſoners ; the enemy was 


not purſued, on account of the ſickneſs of the gar- 
riſon. 
The 


* My own fley was taken with 11961. Vork currency in caſh, 

| befides ſtores and other neceſſaries; 8001. of this money belonged 
to the crown, which was afterwards allowed me, the remaining 
3961. was my own, which I entirely loſt, | 


11471 
The e day 1 received from General Amber 
the following letter. 


« SIR, New York, March 1, 1760. 


The command I have received from his Ma- 
jeſty, to purſue the war in this country, has deter- 
mined me, if poſſible, to complete the companies 
of Rangers that were on foot laſt campaign; and 
as Captain Wait called upon me yeſterday, and re- 


preſented that he could eaſily complete the one he 
commands in the colony of Connecticut and the 


Province of the Maſſachuſet's Bay, I have furniſh- 


ed him with beating orders for that purpoſe, as 


alſo with a warrant for 800 dollars on account of 
that ſervice. 


4 This day I have wrote to Capt. John Stark 
in New Hampſhire, and Capt. David Brewer in 
the Maſſachuſet's Bay, incloſing to each of them a 
beating order for the reſpective provinces ; and I 


herewith ſend you a copy of the inſtructions that 


accompany the ſame, by which you will ſee they 
are ordered, as faſt as they get any number of men, 
to ſend them to Albany. I am, Sin, 


Your humble ſervant, 


To Major Rogers. Ff . L 
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My anſwer to the above. 


«c SIR," Crown. Point, March 155 I 760. 


I received your Excellency's letter, dated the 
1ft inſtant, together with a copy of your inſtructi- 
ons to Capt. John Stark and Capt. David Brewer, 
whereby I learn that they are to be at Albany by 
the 1ſt of May next with their companies. Since 
I received intelligence from your Excellency that 
the Rangers are to be raifed again, I have wrote 
to ſeveral of my friends in New England, who will 
aſſiſt them in compleating their companies; and as 
many of the men belonging to the two companies 
here were froſt-bitten in the winter, and others 
ſick, many of whom I judged would not be fit for 
ſervice the enſuing campaign, I employed Lieut. 
M<Cormack, of Capt. William Stark's company 
(that was with Major Scott) Lieut. John Fletcher, 
and one Holmes, and ſent them recruiting the 20th 
of February for my own and Captain Johnſon's 
company, and advanced them-1100 dollars. Theſe 
three recruiters I do not doubt will bring good 
men enough to complete us here; ſo that thoſe 
who are froſt- bitten may be ſent to hoſpitals, and 
thoſe unfit for duty diſcharged, or otherwiſe diſ- 
poſed of, as your Excellency ſhall direct. 15 

| | TT There 
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There being ſo few Rangers fit for duty here, 


and thoſe that are much wanted at this place, has 


prevented me from propoſing any tour to the French 
and Indian ſettlements in purſuit of a priſoner, 


which may, I believe, be eaſily got at any OY it 
ent ah I am, SIR, 


Your Excatlency's 


moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


. R. Rogers.” 
70 General Amherſt. 


A letter from General Amherſt, 
« SIR, New York, gth March, 1760. 


« As I have not heard that either of the Jaco- 
buſes, who each commanded a company of Stock- 
bridge Indians the laſt campaign, are returned from 
their captivity, I would have you write (if you 


think Lieut. Solomon capable of and fit for ſuch a 


command) to him, to know if he chaſes to accept 
of the ſame; but it muſt be upon condition of 
bringing to the field none but good men, that are 
well inclined, and that are hale and ſtrong. What- 
ever number he or any of his friends can raiſe that 
will anſwer this deſcription, I will readily employ 


this 
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this ſummer, and they ſhall meet with all the en- 
couragement their ſervices ſhall merit. All others 
that are too old or too young, I ſhall reject, nor 
ſhall I make them any allowance of payment, altho' 
they ſhould join the army; ſo that, in order to 
prevent his having any difference with theſe peo- 
ple, it will behove him to engage none but what 
ſhall be eſteemed fit for the ſervice ; he muſt alſo 
_ obſerve to be aſſembled with them at Albany by 
the 1ſt of May at furtheſt, from which day he and 
they ſhall * be entitled to their pay, that is, for ſo 
many as ſhall be muſtered there, and for no more; 
he muſt likewiſe take care that every man comes 
provided with a good firelock, and that they be 
always ready to march at a moment's warning, 
wherever they are ordered to, in default of which 
they ſhall forfeit their pay that ſhall be due to them 
at that time. All this you will explain to him par- 
ticularly, and ſo ſoon as you receive his anſwer, 
inform me thereof. As an encouragement to enter 
the ſervice upon the foregoing conditions, you may 
aſſure him alſo, that if he conforms to them in 
every reſpect, and that he and his men prove uſe- 
ful, they ſhall be better rewarded than they have 
yet been. 


ce Capt. Ogden having ſolicited me for a com- 
pany of Rangers, aſſured me that he could raiſe 


| bong complete a very good one in the Jerſies; I have 
given 


4 
an 
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given him a beating order for that purpoſe, and 
inſtructions ſimilar to thoſe I ſent you a copy of in 
my laſt for Captains Stark and Brewer, and have 

alſo granted him a warrant for four hundred dollars, 


on account of the bounty-money, to be as uſual 


ſtopped out of the firſt warrant for the ſubſiſtence 
of that company. I am, SIR, 


Your humble fervant, 


To Major Rogers. Jeff. Amber ſi.“ 


\ 


My Letter to the General. 
Crown Point, 20th March, 1760. 
och SIR, 


© I obſerve the contents of your Excellency's 
letter of the 19th, and ſhall take particular care to 
let Lieut. Solomon know every circumſtance rela- 
tive to his being employed the next ſummer, and 
to adviſe your Excellency as ſoon as I hear from 
him. He has already informed me he would be 
glad to engage with ſome Indians. 


« Mr, Stuart, the Adjutant of the Rangers, who 


is at Albany, I have deſired to go to Stockbridge, 
to deliver Solomon his orders, and to explain them 
properly to him. « J am 
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« Tam heartily glad that your Excellency hath 
been pleaſed to give to Capt. Ogden a company of 
the Rangers, who, from the good charaQer he 
bears, I doubt not will anſwer your expeCtations, 


ec Incloſed i 18 a ſketch of my travels to and from 
St. Francis. I am, Sir, 


Your Fxcellency's moſt humble ſervant, 
To General Amherft, R. Rogers.” 


The General's Letter to me, 

“ SIR, Neo York, gth April, 1760. 
I am to own the receipt of your letters of the 
Toth and 20th ultimo, and to approve what you 
therein mention to have done for completing your 
and Capt. Johnſon's company; as alſo your having 
ſent Adjutant Stuart to Stockbridge, to deliver So- 
lomon his orders, and to explain them properly to 
him. This will avoid all miſtakes, and enable you 
the ſooner to inform me of Solomon's intentions, 
which I (hall be glad to know as foon as poſſible. 


« thank you for your ſketch of your travels 10 
and from St. Francis, and am, Sir, 


Your very humble ſervant, 


Te Maj er Rogers, | Jeff Unberſ, iT 


Soon 


Soon after this I had the pleaſure of informing 
the General that the Stockbridge Indians determin— 
ed to enter the ſervice this year; but as many of 
them were out a hunting, that they could not be 
collected at Albany before the roth of May; and 
that the recruits of the ranging companies began 
to aſſemble at Crown Point, 


May 4, 1760. This day Serjeant Beverly, who 
had been taken priſoner, and made his eſcape, came 
in ſeven days from Montreal to Crown Point. He 
had lived at the Governor's (Monſieur de Vaudreuil) 
houſe, and brought the following intelligence, 
which I immediately tranſmitted to the Gene- 
ral, viz. ; 


© That about the foth of April, the enemy 


withdrew all their troops from Nut Iſland, except- 
ing 300, which they left there to garriſon the 
place, under the command of Monſieur Bonville; 
that the enemy alſo brought from the iſland one 
half of the ammunition they had there, and half 
of the cannon : that the enemy had two frigates, 
one of 36 guns, the other of 20 guns, that lay all 
Winter in the river St. Lawrence, and ſome other 
{mall veſſels, ſuch as row-galleys, &c. that all the 
troops of France in Canada went down to Jecorty 


their 


the 20th of April, except thoſe left to garriſon | 
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their fort, which was very ſlenderly done, together 
with all the militia that could be ſpared out of the 
country, leaving only one man to two females to 


| fow their grain, where they were aſſembled by 


Monſieur Levy, their General, with an intent to 
retake Quebec * : that ninety ſix men of the ene- 


my were drowned going down to Jecorty : that he 


ſaw a man who was taken priſoner the 15th of 
April, belonging to our troops at Quebec : that this 


man told him our garriſon there was healthy ; and 


that Brigadier General Murray had 4000 men fit 
for duty in the city, beſides a poſt of 300 men at 
Point Levy, which the enemy attempted to take 
poſſeſſion of in the month of February laſt, with a 
conſiderable body of troops, and began to fortify 4 
church at or near the Point, but that General 
Murray ſent over a detachment of about 1000 men, 
which drove the enemy from the poſt, and took a 
Captain, with about thirty French ſoldiers, priſo- 
ners, and fortified the church for his own conve- 
niency : that the General has another poſt on the 


northsſide of the river at Laurat, a little diſtance 
from the town, in which he keeps 300 men: that 


there is a line of block-houſes well fortified all round 
the land-ſide of the town, under cover of the can- 


non: 


# This place, the capital of all Canada, had been taken by 


the Engliſh troops laſt year, under the command of "General 


Wolfe. 
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non: that a breaſt-work of fraziers is extended 


from one block-houſe to another, as far as thoſe 


| | houſes extend: that they heard at Quebec of the 


. - enemy's coming, but were not in the leaſt con- 


cerned : that a detachment from Quebec ſurpriſed 


two of the enemy's guards, at a place called Point 


de Treamble, each guard conſiſting of fifty men, 
and killed or took the moſt part of them. One of 
thoſe guards were all grenadiers.” 


He moreover reports, . That two more of our 
frigates had got up the river, and that two more 
men of war were near the Iſland of Orleans: that 


the French told him that there was a fleet of ten 


ſail of men of war ſeen at Gaſpee Bay, with ſome 
tranſports, but put back to ſea again on account of 
the ice; but as they had up different colours, they 


could not tell whether they were French or Engliſh: 


that the beginning of May the enemy was to draw 
off 2000 of their men to Nut Ifland, and as many 
more to Oſwagotchy : he heard that they did not 
intend to attack Quebec, except the French fleet 
gets up the river before ours : that 100 Indians 
were to come this way, and ſet out about the fifth 
of May ; the remainder of the Indians were at pre- 
ſent gone to Jecorty : that General Levy, the 
Attawawas, and Cold Country Indians, will all be 
in Canada by the beginning of June, ten Sachems 
being ſent by the French [aſt fall, to call thoſe na- 
tions 
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tions to their aſſiſtance: that a great number had 
deſerted to the French from the battalion of Royal 
Americans at Quebec, which the French have en- 
gaged in their ſervice; but that they were to be 


ſent off, under the care of Monſieur Boarbier, up 
to Attawawas River, to the French colony betwixt 
the lakes and the Miſſiſſipi River: that the moſt 


part of the enemies Indians are intent on going 
there; and that a great number of French, eſpe- 
cially thoſe who have money, think to ſave it by 
carrying it to New Orleans : that he ſaw at Mon- 
treal two Rangers, Reynolds and Hall, that were 
returned by Col. Haviland deſerted laſt fall : that 
they were taken priſoners near River-head Block- 
houſe, when after cattle : that two more Rangers 
are to be here in ten days with freſh intelligence 
from Montreal, if they can poſſibly make their eſ- 
cape: that Monſieur Longee, the famous partiſan, 
was drowned in the river St. Laurence, a few days 
after he returned with the party that took Captain 
Tute : that the Indians have a great eye to No. 4. 
roads, as they ſay they can get ſheep and oxen 
coming here from that place : that he heard Gen. 
Murray had hanged ſeveral Canadians lately, that 
were carrying ammunition out of Quebec to the 
enemy: that the two Captains Jacobs are till in 
Canada; the one taken with Capt. Kennedy is on 


board. a veſſel 1 in irons, the other ran away laſt fall, 
| but 
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but returned, having froze his feet, and is at Mon- 
treal. | | 


A few days after this, I went down the Lake 
Champlain, to reconnoitre Nut Ifland, and the 
garriſon there, the landing places, &c. On my 
return from that ſervice to Crown Point, I had an 
order from Gen. Amherſt to repair to Albany, the 
head-quarters, as faſt as poſſible. 


T ſet out, in obedience to this order, the 19th 
of May, and waited upon the General at Albany 
the 23d, and gave him all the information I could, 
in regard to the paſſage into Canada by the Iſland 
de Noix, or Nut Iſland, and likewiſe that by 
Oſwego and La Galette. 8 a 


The General being acquainted by an expreſe, 
that Quebec was then beſieged by the French, in- 
tormed me of his intentions of ſending me with a 
party into Canada, and if the ſiege of Quebec was 
continued, to deſtroy their country as far as poſſi- 
ble, and by conſtantly marching from one place to 
another, try to draw off the enemy's troops, and 
prolong the ſiege till our veſſels got up the river. 

He ſtrongly recommended, and ordered me to go- 
vern myſelf according to the motions of the French 
army; to retreat if they had raiſed the ſiege; and 
uin caſe, by priſoners or otherwiſe, I ſhould find 
1 "7 he 
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the ſiege ſtill going me, to harraſs the country, 
tho”. it were at the expence of my party. I had at 


the ſame time the following nien 8 him 
in writing. 


Mk Major Rogers, you are to take under your 
command a party of 300 men, compoſed of 27; 
Rangers, with their proper officers, and a ſubal- 
tern, two ſerjeants, and twenty-five men of the 
Light Infantry regiments ; with which detachment 
you will proceed down the lake, under convoy of 
the brig, where you will fix upon the ſafeſt and 
beſt place for laying up your boats, which I imagine 
one of the iſlands will beſt anſwer, while you are 
executing the following ſervices. 


ee You will with 250 men land on the weſt-ſide, 
in ſuch manner that you may get to St. John's 
(without the enemy at the Iſle au Noix having any 
intelligence of it) where you will try to ſurprize 
the fort, and deſtroy the veſſels, boats, proviſions, 
or whatever elſe may be there for the uſe of the 
troops at the Iſle au Noix. You will then march 
to Fort Chamble, where you will do the ſame, and 
you will deſtroy every magazine you can find in 
that part, ſo as to diſtreſs the enemy as much as 
you can. This will ſoon be known at the Ifle au 
Naar, and you muſt take care not to be cut off in 
your 


— 
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your retreat; for which reaſon, when you have 
done all you think practicable on the weſtern- fide 3 
I judge your beſt and ſateſt retreat will be, to croſs 
the river and march back the eaſt-fide of Ifle au 


Noix. When you land on the weſt-ſide, you will 
ſend ſuch officer with the fifty Rangers, as you 


think will beſt anſwer their intended ſervice, which 
is, to march for Wigwam Martinique, to deſtroy 
what he may find there and on the eaſt-ſide of the 
river, and afterwards to join you, or to retreat in 
ſuch manner as you will dire& him. You will take 


ſuch proviſions as you judge neceſſary with you, 


and fix with Capt. Grant (who ſhall have orders 
to wait for your return) the places where he may 
look out for you when you come bac. 


% You will take your men as light with you 48 
poſſible, and give them all the neceſſary caution for 
the conduct, and their obedience to their officers; 
no firing without order, no unneceſſary alarms, no 
retreating without an order; they are to ſtick by 


one another and nothing can hurt them; let every 


man whoſe fire-lock will carry it have a bayonet; 
you are not to ſuffer the Indians to deſtroy women 
or children, no plunder to be taken to ſoad your 


men, who ſhall be rewarded at their return as 
they deſerve. Sls 


Jeff. Amberſt.“ 
H > With 
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With the above inſtructions the General deliver- 
ed me a letter directed to General Murray at Que- 
bec, deſiring me to convey it to him in ſuch man- 


ner as 1 W would be quickeſt and ſafeſt. 


Having received theſe inſtructions I returned to 
Crown-Point as faſt as poſſible, and about the be- 
gining of June ſet out from thence with a party of 
two hundred and fifty men* down Lake Champlain, 
having four veſſels, on board of which this detach- 
ment:embarked, putting our boats and proviſions 
into them, that the enemy might have leſs oppor-. 
tunity of diſcovering our deſigns. 


The zd, Tlanded Lieut. Holmes with fifty men 
in Miſiſquey Bay, and gave him proper direQions 
agreeable to my orders from the General, inform- 
ing him that one of the floops ſhould cruiſe for him 
till his return, which upon ſignals that were given 
him would take him on board, upon which he was 
to join me or wait on board *till my return, as the 
ſituation of affairs might direct him. Here like- 
wiſe I ſent the letter Il bad received from the Ge- 


* The Stockbridge Indians who had kind muſtered at, and now 


marched from Albany, and who wcre to be a part of the detach- 


ment of 300, agreeable to the General's orders, had not arrived 
at Crown Point at the time of my 3 but were ordered 


to follow after and join me. 


neral 
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neral to Brigadier Murray, through the woods, and 


gave the following inſtruQions to the O fficer I in- 
truſted with it, viz. ip | 


Inſtructions for Serjeant Beverly of his Ma;eſt y's 
| Rangers. is 


« You are hereby directed to take under your 
command, theſe three men, viz. John Shute, 
Luzford Goodwin, and Joſeph Eaſtman, and march 
them from Miſiſquey Bay, to which place you will 
be convoyed by Lient. Holmes with a party I have 
ſent there for a-particular purpoſe ; you are to land 
in the night time, as otherwiſe you may be diſco- 
vered by a party from the Iſle au Noix; you will 
ſteer your courſe about north-eaſt, and make all the 
diſpatch you poſſibly can with the letter in your 
charge to Quebec, or to the Engliſh' army at or near 
that place, and deliver it to Brigadier Murray, or 
to the officer commanding his Majeſty's forces in or 
upon the river St. Lawrence. A ſketch of the 
country will be delivered you wich . theſe orders; 
that you may the better know the conſiderable ri- 
vers you have to croſs, betwixt Miſiſquey Bay and 
Quebec. The Diſtances are marked in the draught, 
as is the road I travelled in laſt fall, from Miſiſquey 
Bay to St. Francis, which road you will croſs ſeve- 
ral times, if you will keep the courſe I before di- 
rected. The rivers are ſo plainly deſcribed in the 

3 e 
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plan, that you will know them when you come to 
them. The river St. Francis is about half way of 
your journey, and is very ſtill water, and may be 
eaſily rafted where you croſs it ; but lower down 
it is ſo ſwift and rapid that you muſt not attempt 
it. Shedoir River you will likewiſe be obliged to 
paſs on a raft; it is wift water for ſome miles from 
its mouth; you had better examine it well before 
you attempt to croſs it. As ſoon as you paſs this ri- 
ver, ſteer your courſe about eaſt, leaving Point Le- 
vy on your left hand, and fall in with the river St. 
Lawrence, near the lower end of the iſland of Or- 
| leans, as it may be poſſible that General Murray 
may have encamped the army either at the iſle of 
Orleans or the iſle of Quedoa; therefore you are not 
to depend on finding at once the exact place of his 
encampment, but afe poſitively ordered to look out 
for the Engliſh fleet, and the firſt line of battle ſhip 
you ſee, you are to venture on board, as I think 
it not poſſible the enemy ſhould have any large ſhips 
there, and whatever Engliſh ſhip you get on board 
of, will convoy you directly to General Murray, 
when you will deliver him the verbal meſſage I told 
you. You may apply to the general for fifty pounds 
who will pay it to you, and alſo give you proper 
directions to join me as ſoon as you have reſted your- 
ſelf from your march. I wiſh you a good journey, 
and am, | Your's, &c. . 
To Serjernt Beverley. Robert Rogers.” 


As 
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As ſoon as I had diſpatched the two parties before- 


mentioned, I, with the remainder, croſſed Lake 


Champlain tothe welt- fide, and the 4th in themorn- 
ing got into my boats, and landed with about 200 
men, about twelve miles ſouth of the ifland Noix, 
with an intent to put in execution the General's or- 
ders to me of May 5th with all ſpeed. Capt. Grant 
ſent the two ſloops to attend, which 1 ordered to 
cruiſe further down the lake than where I landed, 
and nearer to their fort, to command the attention 
of the enemy till I could get into their country. 1 
lay till all the 5th, there being a heavy rain, and 
the buſhes ſo wet that both we and our proviſions 


would have been greatly expoſed by a march. 
In theafternoon of this day, ſeveral French boats 


Appeared on the Lake, which were diſcoyered by 


the two floops, as well as by my party. on the ſhore. 


Theſe boats continued as near as they could to our 
veſſels without endangering themſelves, till after 
dark. Concluding their boats would cruize the 


whole night to watch the motions of our ſloops, I 

imaginedit would be a prudent ftep to ſend the loops 
back to Capt. ae, d "10 ef of theſe vel- 
fels, who lay near Mott Iſland; 1 -accordingly 


went to the ſloops i in a boat after dark, and ordered 
them to return. The enemy, who kept all night 
in their boats, having by a ſtrict look- out, diſcover- 
ed where Ilanded, ſent a detachment from the iſ- 
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land next morning to cut off my party. I diſcover- 
ed their intentions by my reconnoitring parties, 
who counted them as they croſſed from the ſort in 
the morning in their boats, to the weſt- ſhore, and 
informed me that they were 350 in number. I bad 
intelligence again when they were about a mile 
from us. Half after eleven they attacked me very 
briſkly on my left, having on my right a bog, which 
they did not venture over, thro' which, however, 
by the edge of the lake, I ſent ſeventy of my party to 
get round and attack them in the rear. This par- 
ty was commanded by Lieut. Farrington, As ſoon 
as he began his attack, I puſhed them in the front, 
which broke them immediately, I purſued them 
with the greateſt part of my people about a mile, 
where they retired to a thick cedar ſwamp, and di- 
vided into ſmall parties. By this time it rained a- 
gain very hard. I called my party immediately to- 
gether at the boats, where I found that Enſign 
Wood of the 17th regiment was killed, Capt. 

Johnſon wounded through the body, a ſecond ſhot 
thro' his left arm, and a third in his head, I had 
two men of the Light Infantry, and eight Rangers» 
wounded, and ſixteen Rangers killed. We killed 
forty of the enemy, and recovered about fifty fire- 
locks. Their commanding officer, Monſieur la 
Force, was mortally hurt, and ſeveral of the party 
were likewiſe wounded. | After the action I got the 
n: and maimed of * detachment together in 
| battce 
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battoes, returned with them to the Iſle a Mot, 1 near 
which the brig lay. I diſpatched one of the veſſels 
to Crown Point, on board of which was put the 
corpſe of Mr. Wood, but Capt. Johnſon died on 


his paſſage thither; this veſſel I ordered to bring 


more proviſions. I buried the reſt of the dead on an 


iſland, and then began to prepare for a ſecond land- 


ing; being joined about this time by the Stock- 
bridge Indian Company, I was determined at all ad- 
ventures to purſue my orders, ſettled the plan of 
landing, and left the following inſtruions with 


Capt. Grant, viz. 


« You will be ſo good as to fall down the lake 


with your veſſels as ſoon as poſſible, as far as the 


Wind Mill Point, or near where you lay at anchor 


the laſt time I was with you, and cruize near it for 
two or three days, which will be the only method 


I can think of that has any appearance of attracting 
the attention of the enemy till I get into their coun- 


try; as ſoon as I obſerve or think you pretty near 


the Wind Mill Point, I ſhall land with my party 


on the weſt ſide oppoſite to the north- end of the 


Iſle a Mot, in the river that runs into the bay 
which forms itſelf there, and from thence proceed 


to execute the General's orders” If they do not 
attack me in my march till I compleat my deſign, 


you may be certain I ſhall come back on the eaſt- 


: ſige, and 0 to join you near the Wind 
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Mill Point, or betwixt that and the Ille a Mot. 
When I arrive, the ſrgnal that I will make for your 
difcovering me, will be a ſmoak and three guns, at 
a minute's interval each from the other, and repeat- 
ed a ſecond time, in half an hour after the firſt; 
but if the enemy ſtrould attack me on my march 
before I get to the place I am ordered, which 1 be- 
heve they will do, in caſe I am worlted I ſhall be 
obliged to come back on the weft. ſide, and ſhall 
make the before mentioned ſignals betwixt the Iſle 
a Mot and the place where I had the battle with 
the enemy the 6th inſtant. It is uncertzin when 
I ſhall be at either ſhore ; ſo that I would recom- 
mend it to you not to come back ſouth of the lfle 
a Mot till my return, as a contfary wind might 
prevent your getting in with your veſſels to relieve 
me. I ſend you Serjeant Hacket and ten Rangers, 
to be with you in my abſence, as we this day agreed. 
If Lieutenant Darcy comes down in ſeaſon to go 
with me, I ſhall leave Enſign Wilſon with you; 
but if Darcy ſhould not come till after I land, you'll 
be pleaſed to take him under your direction, as wel] 
as all thoſe that may come with him to join me; „ 
tho I would recommend it not to ſend any party to 
the iſland, to take priſoner, 1 till the fifth day aſter 
my landing, as the loſs of a man from us may be of 
very bad conſequence, Lieut. Holmes has appoint- 
ed between the eleventh: and ſixteenth day after his 


landing for his return to Miſiſquey Bay, and from 
the 


_ 
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the eleventh to the ſixteenth, as before mentioned: 
1 ſhould be glad the ſloop might cruize for him at 
the place he appointed to meet her. I am, Sir, . 


Vour humble ſervant, 


N. Rogers.” 


1 cannot but obſerve with "pleaſure; that Mr. 
Grant, like an able officer, v very diligently did all 
that could be expected of him for the good of the 


ſervice, carefully attending with his veſſels till my 


return from this ſecond excurſion, on which I em- 
barked with two hundred and twenty men, officers 
Included, and landed the 9th of June, about mid- 
night, on the welt ſhore oppoſite the Ifle a Mot, 
from thence marched AS faſt as poſſible to St. 


John' s, and came to tbe road that leads from it to 


Montreal, about two miles from the fort, the eve- 


ning of the 15th. At eleven o'clock this night, 1 
| marched! with an intent to ſurpriſe the fort, to with- 
in four hundred yards of it, where T halted to re- 


connoitre; which J did, and found they had more 


men than I expected. The number of the centries 


within the fort were ſeventeen, and ſo well fixed, 
that I thought it was impoſſible for me to take the 
place by furpriſe, eſpecially as they had ſeen me, 
and fired feveral guns accordingly, Theft it at two 


0 clock, and marched down We river to St. E- 
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treſe ; at break of day! reconnoitred this place, and 


found that the enemy had in it a ſtockaded fort, de- 


fenſible againſt ſmall arms. I obſerved two large 


ſtore-houſes in the inſide, and that the enemy were 


caring hay into the fort. I waited for an oppor- 
tunity when the cart had juſt entered the gate-way, 
run forward, and got into the fort before they could 


clear the way for ſhutting the gate. [I had at this 
time ſent different parties to the ſeveral houſes, a- 


bout fifteen | in number, which were near the fort, 
and were all ſurpriſed at the ſame inſtant of time, 
and without firing a ſingle gun. We took in the 
fort twenty-four ſoldiers, and in the houſes ſeventy- 


| eight priſoners, women and children included; 
ſome young men made their eſcape to Chamblee. 


1 examined the priſoners, , and found I could not 
proceed to Chamblee with a any proſpe&t of ſucceſs; 
therefore concluded my beſt way was to burn the 
fort and village, which I did, together with a con- 
_ fiderable magazine of hay, and ſome. proviſions, 
with every battoe an Canoe, except eight battoes 
Which Ikept to croſs the river, and theſe. we af- 
ter wards cut to pieces: we alſo killed their cattle, 
horſes &. deſtroyed their waggons, and every o- 
ther thing which we thought could ever be of ſer- 


vice to the enemy. When this was done, I ſent 
back the women and children, and gave them a 


paſs to go to Montreal, directed to the ſeveral of- 


X gers of the different detachments under my com- 


mand. 
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mand. continued my march on: the eaſt fide of 
„Lake Champlain, and when, pa fling, by 1 Miſiſquey 
Bay, oppoſite: the Ile au Noix,|my; advance- party, 


and the advance - party of about 890 French, that 
| were out after me from their fort, engaged with 
each other; but the body of the enemy, be- 


ing about a mile behind their advance: party, 


retreated, to my great ſatisfaction. I purſued my 


march with, all poſſible ſpeed,;. and the ſame day, 


being the 20th day pf. Jude, arived at the lake op- 


f poſite wher e the veſſels lay; wand as I had ſent a 

few men forward to repeat the ſignals, the boats 

met us at the ſhore. We girectly put on board, 
C * - 

the enemy. ſoon after appeared on the ſhore where 

: We, embarked,,, I had.not:at, this time any account 


14 1K 4 


from Ligutenant Holmęs, ſeither, by, priſonerg or o- 
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Dp pon examination the priſoners reported, ſome 


of themihadibeen at the ſiege of Quebec) 54 that 
the: French had loſt: five hundred men- there; and 


that théy retbeated after twelve; days: bombanding 


> andi,0annonading, H. and cãme: to Jack A quarters, 
here: General Levy: leftefive bundredimen, being 

compoſed of a picquet uf each battalion-of, the ar- 
my, and that there were four hundred Canadians 


FRN es e . 
who ſtaid voluntarily with them; that tlie reſt of 


the” army was quarlered BY: tu' And: tliree's on 


the inhabitants, from there to St. John's. In 
Montreal there are about a hundted kndififtytroops, 


and the inhabitants do duty. That in Chamblee 
+ Fort. 
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| Fort are about one hundred and fifty men, inclu- 
ding workmen; and the remnant of the Queen's 
regiment are in the village. That there are twelve 


cannon at St. John's, and about three hundred men, 
including workmen, who are obliged to take arms 


on any alarm. That at the Iſle au Noix are about 
eight hundred ſtationed, beſides the ſcouts between 
that and Montreal. That there are about an hun- 


dred pieces of eannon there” This is the ſubſtance 
of their report, in Which they all agree; and which, 
With an account of niy'pfocecdings,” 1 tranſmitted 


to the General. 
On the 21ſt T pit the twenty-ſix priſoners on 


board one ofthe veflels, with fifty men of my de- 


tachmetit; and ordered her to proceed to Crown 


Point; afid tatried with the other veſſels to cover 


Mr. Holmes's retreat, who joined us the fame eve- 
ning, wirhout having ſucceeded in his enterpriſe, 


miſſing his way by following down la river that 


falls into Sorrel, inſteatl of that called Wigwam 
3Martmicy' which empties itſelf - into St Lawrence 
at Lake St! Francis. ILarrived at: Crown Point the 
zd of qune, and 22 = [Rengers on the 


- eaſt-ſhorezcoppolitei the fort. 
The following letter 1 received from General 


Amherſt, dated at Faptharine Jupe 4 1 369. þ 
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21, which received laſt night, and ſaw with plea- h 
© * ſure, you was returned without the loſs of a man 
of your party, and that you had done every thing j 
mg that was prudent for you to attempt with the | 
f 9 number of men you had under your command. | 
1 From the ſituation the enemy is now in, by being * 


* 


forced back to their former quarters, on Governor 
Murray's having obliged them to abandon their 
© cannon, and raiſe the ſiege of Quebec, I hope Lieu- 
tenant Holmes will return with equal ſucceſs as 5 you 
have done. 8 am, Sir, 


ee 


Your humble ſervant, 


To Major Rogers. | Jef, Amber.“ 1 1 


J remained at Crown point with my people 
without effecting any thing conſiderable, more 
than in ſmall parties reconnoitring the country a- 
boyt the fort, while every thing was got in readineſs 

for embarking the army the 15th of Auguſt 5 which 
was doneaccordingly, having one brig, three floops, 
and four rideaus, which latter were occupied by the 
royal train of artillery; commanded by Lieut Colo- 
nel Ord. Our order of 1 march was as follows, VIZ, 


Fl Six hundred: Neigen a ſeventy: indie in 
Whale boats in the front, commanded by Major 


Regers as an dvance-guard for the whole army, 
FO | all 
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all in a line a- breaſt, about half a mile a-head of the 
main body, followed by the light infantry and gre- 
| e in two columns, two boats a breaſt in each 
| column, commanded by Col, Darby. The right 
1 wing was comp. ſed of Provincials, commanded by 
I Brigadier Ruggles, who was ſecond in, command of 
the whole army. The left was made up of New 
: Hampſhire and. Boſton troops, commanded by Col. 

Thomas. The ſeventeenth and twenty-ſeventh 


' regiments, with ſome few of the Royals, that form- 


ed the center column, were commanded by Major 
Campbell of the 17th regiment. Col. Haviland 
was in the front of theſe diviſions, between that and 
the light infantry, and grenadiers. The royal ar- 
tillery followed the columns, and was commanded 
by Colonel Ord, who had for his eſcort, one 
| Rhode Uland,,regiment, of Provincials. Ther ſut- 
| lers, &c. followed the artillery. In this manner we 
rowed down the lake forty miles the firſt day, put- 

ting aſhore. where there was good landing on, the 
I weſt⸗ de, and AA dil nas Ys 5 
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be "ay (Feet we 7 by. The 18th,” the 

0 nd blowing freſh at ſouth, orders were given for 
embarking, and. the ſame day reached a place on 
the weſt ſhore, within ten miles of the Iſle a Mot, 
where the army, Entamped- It having blow m a freſh 
1 gale 1 moſt part of. the day, ſome when BY: 55 1 
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by the violence of the waves, and ten of my Ran- 
gers were en, drowned. 1 i 


The FAY we ſet ſail again early in the morning, 
and that night ee on the north end of the 


Iſle a Mot. 


The 20th, before day, the army was under way, 
with-intention to land ; having but twenty miles 
to go, and having the advantage of a fair wind, we 
ſoon came in ſight of the French fort, and about ten 
in the morning Col. Darby, with the granadfers and 
Light Infantry, and myſelf with the Rangers, land- 
ed on the eaſt-ſhore, and marched and took poſſeſſi- 
on of the ground oppoſite the fort on that fide, 
without the leaſt oppoſition... Having done this, 
an officer was ſent to acquaint Col. Haviland (who, 
with the remainder of the army, was at the place 
where we landed) that there was not the leaſt dan- 
ger to apprehend from the enemy. The next day 
we began to raiſe batteries, and ſoon after to throw 
ſome ſhells into the garriſon. About the- 24th; a 
propoſal was made for taking the enemy's veſſels, 
three of which were at anchor a little below the 
fort, and ſome of their rideaus likewiſe, It was 
introduced by Col. Darby, who was ordered to 
take the command of the party appointed: for- this 
ſervice, which conſiſted of two companies of Re- 
gulars, 
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- gulars, -and four companies of my rangers, with 
the Indians. We carried with us two haubitzers 
and one ſix-pounder, and filently conveying them 
along thro? the trees, Drought them oppoſite the 
veſſels, and began a briſk fire upon them, before 
they were in the leaſt appriſed of our deſign, and, 
by good fortune, the firſt ſhot from the ſix-poun. 
der cut the cable of the great rideau, and the wind 
being weſt, blew her to the eaſt-ſhore, where we 
were, and the other veſſels weighed anchor and 
made for St. John's, but got all a-ground, in turn- 
ing a point about two miles below the fort. I was, 
-by Col. Darby, ordered down to the eaſt-ſnore 
- with my Rangers, and croſſed a river: about thir- 
ty yards wide, which falls into Lake Champlain 
from the eaſt. I ſoon got oppoſite the veſſels, and, 
by firing from the ſhore, gave an opportunity to 
ſome of my party to ſwim on board with their to- 
-mahawks, and took one of the veſlels; in the mean 
time Col. Darby had got on board the rideau, and 
had her manned, and took the other two; of which 
ſucceſs he immediately acquainted Col. Haviland, 
. who: ſent-down a ſufficient number of men to take 
charge of and man the veſſels, and ordered the re- 
mainder of the Rangers, Light Infantry and Gre- 
nadiers, to join the army that night, which IR» 
accordingly done; and about midnight the night 
following the French trqups left the iiland, ad 
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tanded ſafe on the main ; fo that next morning no- 
thing of them was to be ſeen but a few ſick, and 
Col. Haviland took poſſeſſion of the fort. 


The ſecond day after the departure of Monſieur 
Bonville and his troops from the ifland, Mr. Havi- 


land ſent me with my Rangers to purſue him as 


far as St. John's Fort, which was about twenty 
miles further down the lake, and at that place I 
was to wait the coming of the army, but by no 
means to follow further than the fort, nor run a- 
ny riſk of advancing further to Mantreal. I went 


in boats, and about day-light got to St. John's, 


and found it juſt ſet on fire. I purſued, and took 
two priſaners, who reported, That Monſieur 
Bonville was to encamp that night about half-way 
on the road to Montreal; and that he went from 
St John's about nine od clock the night before; but 
that many of their men were ſick, and that they 
thought ſome of the troops would not reach the 
place appointed till the middle of the afternoon.” 
It being now about ſeven in the morning, I ſet all 


hands to work, except proper guards, to ſortify 
the loghouſes that ſtood near the lake ſide, in or- 
der that part of my: people might cover the battoes, 
while I, with the remainder, followed Monſieur 
Bonville, and about etght.o'clock I got ſo well for- 


tified, that I ventured our boats and baggage un- 
; | | der | 
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der the care of 200 Rangers, and took with me 


400, together with the two companies of Indians, 


And followed after the French army, which con- 


ſiſted of about 1500 men, and about 100 Indians, 
they had to guard them, I was reſolved to make 
his dance a little the merrier, and purſued with 
ſuch haſte, that I overtook his rear-guard about 
two miles before they got to their encamping 


ground. I immediatly attacked them, who, not 
being above 200, ſuddenly broke, and then ſtood 
for the main body, which I very eagerly purſued, 
but in good order, expecting Monſieur Bonville 


would have made a ſtand, which however he did not 


chuſe, but puſhed forward to get to the river, where 
they were to encamp, and having croſſed it, pul- 
led up the bridge, which put a ſtop to my march, 
not judging it prudent to croſs at a diſadvantage, in- 
_aſmuch as the enemy had a good breaſt-work on the 


other ſide, of which they took poſſeſſion; in this 
purſuit, however, we conſiderably leſſened their 


number, and returned in ſafety. 


In the evening Mr. Haviland came in fight, and 
landed at St. John's. As ſoon as he came on ſhore, 
I waited upon him, and acquainted him with | 
what I had done, &c. and that I had two priſoners 

for him; he ſaid it was very well, and ordered his 


troops there that night, and next day went 2 


. 
Mn 


17] 


the river Sorriel, as far as St. g · Etreſe, where he 
encamped, and made a ſtrong breaſt- work, to de- 
fend his people from being ſurpriſed. ] was ſent 
down the river Sorriel, to bring the inhabitants un- 
der ſubjection to his Britannick Majeſty, and went 
into their ſettled country in the night, took all their 
prieſts and militia officers, and ſent ſome of them 
for the inhabitants. The firſt day I cauſed all the 
inhabitants near Chamblee to take the oaths of al- 
legiance, &c. who appeared glad to have it in their 


Power to take the oaths and keep their poſſeſſions, 


and were all extreamly ſubmiſſive, Having obliged 
them to bring in their arms, and fulfilled my in- 
ſtructions in the beſt manner I could, I joined Col. 


Darby at Chamblee, who came there to take the 


fort, and had brought with him ſome light cannon- 


It ſoon ſurrendered, as the garriſon conſiſted only 


of about fiſty men, This happened on the firſt of 


September. 


On the 2d, our army having nothing to do, and ha- 
ing good intelligence both from Gen. Amherſt 


and Gen, Murray, Mr. Haviland ſent me to join 
the latter, while he marched with the reſt of the ar- 
my for La Pierre. The 5th in the morning I got to 


Longville, about four miles below Montreal, op- 


one! where Brigadier Murray lay, and gave him 
| notice 
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notice of my arrival, but not till the morning of 
the 26th, by reaſon of my arrival ſo late. 


; By: the time I came to Longville the army un- 
| der the command of Gen. Amherſt, had landed 


about two miles from the town, where they encam- 
ped ; and early this morning Monſieur de Vau- 
dreuil, the governor and commander in chief of all 
Canada, ſent out to capitulate with our General, 


which put a ſtop to all our movements, till the 8th 


of September, when the articles of capitulation were 
agreed to, and ſigned, and our troops took poſleſ- 


ſion of the town-gates that night. Next morning 


the Light Infantry, and Granadiers of the whole ar- 
my, under the command of Col. Haldiman, with a 
company of the royal artillery, with two pieces of 


cannon, and ſome haubitzers, entered the town, re- 
{taking the Engliſh colours belonging to Pepperel's 


and Shirley's regiments which had been taken by 
the French at Oſwego. 


Thus at length, at the end of the fifth campaign, 
Montreal and the whole country of Canada was gi- 


ven up, and became ſubjec to the King of Great 


Britain; a conqueſt perhaps of the greateſt impor- 
tance that is to be met with in the Britiſh annals, 
whether we conſider the prodigious extent of coun- 
try we are hereby made maſters of, the vaſt addi- 


tion it muſt make to trade and navigation, or the 
ſecurity 
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a2 ſecurity it miſt afford to the northern provinces of 
America, particularly thoſe flouriſhing ones of New 
© England and NewYork the irretrievable loſs France 
* ſuſtains hereby, and the importance it muſt give the 
> Britiſh crown among the ſeveral ſtates of Europe: 
. all this, I ſay, duly conſidered, will, perhaps, in 
1 its conſequences render the year 1760 more glori- 
* ous than any preceding. 


And to this acquiſition, had we, during the late 
war, either by conqueſt or treaty, added the fertile 
and extenſive country of Louiſiana, we ſhould have 
been poſſeſſed of perhaps the moſt valuable territory 
upon the face of the globe, attended with more 
real advantages than the ſo- much boaſted mines of 
Mexico and Peru, and would have for ever depri- 
ved the French, thoſe treacherous rivals of Britain's 
glory, of an oppportunity of acing hereafter the 
fame perfidious parts they have already ſo often re- 
peated. a | 
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On the gth General Amherſt informed me of 
has intention of ſending me to Detroit, and on the 
/ 12th in the morning, when I waited upon him a- 
gain, I received the ſollowing orders. 


By his Excellency Jeffery Amherſt, Eiq; Major 
General and commander in chief of all Eis Ma- 
jeſty's forces in North America, & c. & c. & c. 


To 
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To Mjor Rogers, commanding his Majeſty's in. 
dependent companies of Rangers, 


“ You will upon receipt hereof, with Capt, 
Waite's and Capt, Hazen's companies of Rangers 
under your command, proceed in whale-boats from 
hence to Fort William-Augnſtus, taking along with 
you one Joſeph Poupao, alias La Fleur, an inha- 
bitant of Detroit, and Lieut. Brehme, Aſſiſfan: 
Engineer. | 


„ From Fort William-Auguſtus you will 508. 
tinue your voyage by the north- ſhore to Niagara, 
where you will land your whale- boats, and trant- 


port them acroſs the Carrying- place into Lake Erie, 
applying to Major Walters, or the officer com- 


manding at Niagara, for any aſſiſtance you may 


want on that or any other occaſion, requeſting of 
him at the ſame time to deliver up to you Monſieur 


Gamelin, who was made priſoner at the reduction 
of ſaid fort, and has continued there ever ſince, in 
order to conduct him, with the above-mentioned 
Poupao, to their habitations at Detroit, where, 


upon taking the oath of allegiance to his moſt ſacred 


Majeſty, whoſe ſubjects they are become by the ca- 
pitulation of the 8th inſtant; they ſhall be protected 
in the peaceable and quiet poſſefſion of their proper- 
ties, and ſo long as they behave as becometh good 
and faithful ſubjects, ſhall partake of all the other 


privileges 
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| FE privilege and immunities ne unto them 5 the 
1 | faid capitulation. 


! ” „ With theſe, and the detachment, under your 
command, you will proceed in your whale-boats a- 
Z croſs Lake Erie to Preſque Iſle, where, upon your 
| 'A arrival, you will make known the orders I have gl- 
f 4 ven to the officer commanding that poſt ; and you 
4 will leave ſaid whale-boats and party, taking only 
A : a ſmall detachment of your party, and marching by 
land, to join Brigadier General Monkton, where- 
ever he may be 


3 
4 

þ « Upon your arrival with him, you will deliver 
Into his hands the diſpatches you ſhall herewith re- 
ceiye for him, and follow and obey ſuch orders as 

he ſhall give you for the relief of the garriſons of the 
ö French poſts at Detroit, Michlimakana, or any 
others in that diſtrict, for gathering in the arms of 
; the inhabitants thereof, and for adminiſtering to 
them the oath of allegiance already mentioned; 
4 when you will likewiſe adminiſter, or ſee adminiſ- 
| f tered, the ſame to the before mentioned Gamelin 
and Poupao; and when this is done, and that you 
have reconnoitered and explored the country as 
| 4 much as you can, without loſing time unneceſſarily 
3 you are to bring away the French troops and arms, 
; to ſuch a place as you ſhall be directed by General 

# Monkton. 

A « And 


BY 
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« And when the whole of this ſervice is compleat- 
ed, you will march back to your detachment to 
Preſquiſle, or Niagara, according to the orders you 
receive from Brigadier Monkton, where you will 
embark the whole, and in like manner as hefore, 
tranſport your whale-boats acroſs the Carrying -place 
Into Lake Ontario, where you will deliver over 
your whale-boats into the care of the commanding 
officer marching your detachment by land to Al- 
bany, or wherever I may be, to receive what fur- 
ther orders 1 may have to give you. 


« Given under my hand at the head quarters in the 
camp Montreal, 12th Sept. 1760. 


Jeff. Amberſl,” 
By his Excellency's command. 


J. App.. 


An additional order was given, which was to be 
ſhewn only to the commanding officers of the dif- 
ferent poſts I might touch at, the expedition being 
intended to be kept a profound ſecret for fear the 
march ſhould be impeded by the enemy Indians 
through whoſe country 1 was obliged to march. 


'This order was as follows, viz. 


66 Major 


[ 183 ] 


q « Major Walters, or the officer commanding at 
? Niagara, will judge whether or not there is pro- 
viſion ſufficient at Preſque Iſle; and Major Rogers 
will accordingly take proviſions from Niagara. 
| Fight days proviſion will take him from Montreal 
to Fort William-Auguſtus ; there he will apply to 
the commanding officer for a ſufficient quantity to 
: procced to Niagara. Major Rogers knows where 
he is going, and the proviſions he will want; ſome 
© ſhould be in ſtore likewiſe at Preſque Ile, fol the 


party Brigadier General Monkton will ſend. 


ff. Amberſt 


Montreal, 12th Sept. I 160. 


In purſuance of theſe orders I embarked at Mon- 


1 treal the 13th Sept. 1760 (with Captain Brewer, 


Captain Wait, Lieutenant Brheme, Aſſiſtant En- 
gineer, Lieut. Davis of the royal train of artillery, 


and two hundred Rangers) about noon, in fifteen 
whale-boats; and that night we encamped at la 
Chine ; next morning we reached Ifte de Praires, 
and took a view of the two Indian ſettlements at 
Coyhavagu and Coneſadagu. 


On the 16th we got up to an iſland in the Lake of 
St. Francis, and the next night encamped on the 
weſtern ſhore, at the lower end of the upper rifts. 
We aſcended theſe rifts the day following, and con- 

I 


tinued 


ry windy, attended with ſnow and rain: we, how- 
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tinued all night on the ſhore, oppoſite a W 80 of 
Hands. 


In the evening of the 19th we came to the Iſle de 
Gallettes, and ſpent the 20th in repairing our 
whale-boats, which had received ſome. damage | in 
aſcending the rifts. 


This morning I ſent off ten ſick Rangers to Al- 
bany, by the way of Oſwego, recommending them 


to the care of Col. Fitch, commanding at Oſwego, 


who was to give them ſuitable directions. 


We left Ifle de Gallettes on the 21ſt; about 
twelve o' clock, the wind being untavourable, we 
paſſed Oſwegachi, and ped but three miles 


above it on the northern ſhore. 


On the 22d we continued our courſe up the ri- 


ver, the wind blowing freſh at ſouth, and helted 
in the evening at the narrow paſſes near the iſlun⁰; 
but, upon the winds abating at midnight, WW 


barked and rowed the remainder of that night, a: 


the whole day following, till we came to the place 
where formerly ſtood the old Fort of Frontin:e, 


where we found ſome Indian hunters from Ui» -. 
gachi. We were detained here all the next day 
the tempeſtuouſneſs of the weather, which was ve 


_eVer 
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ever, improved the lime in taking a plan of the old 


fort, ſituated at the bottom of a fine ſafe harbour 


£ 


There were about five hundred acres of cleared 
ground about it which, tho? covered with clover 


"ſeemed bad and rocky, and interſperſed with ſome 


pine-trees. The Indians here ſemed to be well 
pleaſed with the news we brought them of the ſur- 
render of all Canada, and ſupplied us with great 
plenty of veniſon and wild fowl, | 


Weleft this the 25th, about ten in the morning, 
fteering a ſouth-courſe two miles, then weſt fix 
miles, which brought us to the mouth of a river 


thirty feet wide; then ſouth four miles, where 


we halted to refreſh the party. 


About four in the afternoon we rowed for the moun- 


| tain bearing ſouth-weſt, which we did not come up 
to till ſome time in the night, and found it to be 
a ſteep rock, about one hundred feet high. It now 
grew foggy, and miſtaking our way about ſix 
miles, we rowed all night, and till 8 o'clock next 
morning,. before we put aſhore; which we 
then did on a point, where we breakfaſted, and 


then proceeded on our voyage, rowing till 8 o'clock. 
at night (being about one hundred miles, as we 


| imagined, from Prontiniac) we landed. This 
evening we paſſe two ſmall iſlands at the end of 
12 | a point 
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a point extending far into the lake; the darkneſs 
and fog prevented us from taking ſuch a ſurvey of 
them as to be able to give a particular deſcription 
of them. 


The 27th of September, being very windy, 


we ſpent the time in deer-hunting, there being 
great plenty of them there, tho? the land is rocky, 


the timber bad, chiefly hemlock and pine; and ! 


believe it is generally ſo on the north- ſide of Lake 


Ontario. 


We embarked very early on the 28th, ſteering 


ſouth- weſt, leaving a large bay on the right, about 


twenty miles wide; the weftern ſide of which ter- 


minates in a point, and a ſmall iſland : having paſ- 


ſed both, about twenty miles on a courſe weſt by 


ſouth we entered the chops of a river, called by the 


Indians Grate of Man; there we encamped, and 
found about 50 Meſſiſſagua Indians fiſhing for ſal. 
mon. At our firſt appearance they ran down, both 
men and boys, to the edge of the lake, and conti- 
nued firing their pieces, to exprefs their joy at the 
ſicht of the Engliſn colours, till ſuch time as we had 
landed. 


They preſented us with a deer juſt killed and ſplit in 
halves, with the ſkin on, but the bowels taken out, 


Which, with them, in a moſt elegant and polite pre- 
ents 


departure from this river, the wind being ahead. 
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ſent, and ſignificant of the greateſt reſpect. I told 
them of the ſucceſs of their Engliſh brethren, a7 
gainſt their fathers the French ; at which they ei- 
ther were, or pretended to be, very well pleaſed- 
Some of us fiſhed with them in the evening be- 
ing invited by them, and filled a bark-canoe with 
ſalmon in about half an hour. Their method of 
catching the fiſh 1s very extraordinary. One perſon 
hold a lighted pine-torch, while a ſecond ſtrikes the 
fiſh with a ſpear. This is the ſeaſon in which the 
ſalmon ſpawn on theſe parts, contrary to what they 
do in any other place 1 ever knew them before. 


I found the ſoil near this river very good and le- 


vel. The timber is chiefly oak and maple, or the 
ſugar-tree... a pd te, N 


* 


At ſeven o' clock the next morning we took our 


About fifteen miles further, on a weſt. ſouth - weſt 
courſe, we put into another river, called the Life of 
Man. The Meſſiſſaguas, who were hunting here, 
about thirty in number, paid us the ſame compli- 
ments with thoſe we juſt before received from their 
countrymen, and inflead of a deer, ſplit up a young 
bear and preſented me with it. Plenty of fiſh was 
catched here alſo. The land continued good and 
level, the ſoil of blackiſh colour, and the banks ot 


The 


the lake were low. I 3 
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The wind being fair the zoth, we embarkcd at 
the firſt dawn ofday, and with the aſſiſtance of ſails 
and oars, made great way on a ſouth-weſt courſe, 
and in the evening reached the river Toronto, ha- 
ing run ſeventy miles. Many points extending far 
into the lake, occaſioned a frequent alteration of 
our courſe. We paſſed a bank of twenty miles in 
length, but the land behind it ſeemed to be level, 
well-timbered with large oaks, hickaries, maples, 


and ſome poplars. No mountain appeared in fight. 
There was a track of about 300 acres of cleared 


ground, round the place where formerly the French . 
had a fort, that was called Fort Toronto, The 
ſoil here is principally clay. The deer areextremely 
plenty in this country, Some Indians were hunting 
at the mouth of the river, who run into the woods 


at our approach, very much frightened. They came 


in, however, in the morning and teſtified their joy at 
the news of our ſucceſs againſt the French. They 
told us that we could eaſilyaccompliſn our journey 


from thence to Detroit in eight days: that when the 
French traded at that place, the Indians uſed to 
come with their poultry from Michlimakana, down 
the river Toronto : that the partage was but twen- 
ty miles from that to a river falling into Lake Hu- 
ron, which had ſome falls, but none veryconſider” 
able: they added, that there was a carrying-place 
of fifteen miles from ſome weſterly part of Lake 
Erie, to a river running without any falls thro? ſe- 
veral Indian towns into Lake St. Clair, 
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T think Toronto a moſt convenient place for a 


factory, and that from thence we may very eaſrly 
ſettle the north-ſide of Lake Erie, 


We left Toronto the 1ſt of October, ſteering: 
ſouth, right acroſs the weſt-end of Lake Ontario, 


At dark we arrived at the ſouth-ſhore, five miles 
weſt of Fort Niagara, ſome of our boats being now 
become exceeding leaky and dangerous. 


This morning, before we ſet out, I directed the 


following order of march : 


60 The boats in a line. 
the red flag hoiſted, and the boats to croud nearer, 


that they might be ready to give mutual aſſiſtance 
in caſe of a leak or other accident;“ by which 
means we ſaved the crew and arms of the boat 


commanded by Lieutenant M Cormack, which 


ſprung a leak and ſunk, loſing nothing except Weir 


packs. 


— . 


We halted all the next day at 1 and pro- 


vided ourſelves with blankets, coats, ſhirts, , 


magaſſins, & c. 


I received from the commanding officer Abd 
barrels of proviſions, and changed two whale.- boats 
for as many bat toes, which proved leaky, 

| 14 


If the wind roſe high, 


In 
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In the evening ſome of my party proceeded with 
the proviſions to the falls, and in the morning 
marched the reſt there, and began the portage of 
the proviſions and boats. Meſſ. Brheme and Davis 
took a ſurvey of the great catara@ of Niagara. 


As the winter-ſeaſon was now advancing very 
faſt in this country, and 1 had orders to join Brig. 
Monkton from Preſque Ifle, wherever he might 
be, to receive his directions, I ſet out this even- 


ing, the 5th of Occober, in a bark-canoe, with 


Lieutenants Brheme and Holmes, and eight Ran- 


gers, leaving the command of my party to Capt. 


Brewer, with inſtructions to follow to Preſque 
Ile, and encamped eight miles up the ſtream iſſuing 


out of Lake Erie. The land appeared to be good 


on þoth ſides the river. 


Next morning embarked early, and ſteered a 
ſouth-weſt courſe. About noon opened Lake Frie, 
and leaving a bay to the left, we arrived by ſun- 
ſet at the ſouthern ſhore of the lake; we then 
ſteered well till eight o'clock at night, and drew 


up our boats on a ſandy beach, forty miles diſtant 
from where we embarked in the morning. 


The wind was very freſh next day, which pre- 
vented our ſetting out till 11 o'clock; ſo that we 


made no further progreſs than about hep os. i 
; | miles 
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miles on a weſt- fouthiweli courſe. A little after 
noon, on the 8th of October, we arrived at Preſque | 
Ille, having kept a ſoutherly courſe all the morn- 1 
ing; I tarried there till 3 o'clock, when, having 
ſent back my party to aſſiſt Captain Brewer, Mr. 
Brheme, Lieutenant Holmes, and myſelf, took 
leave of Colonel Bouquet, who commanded at 
Preſque Iſle, and with three other men, in a bark- 
canoe, proceeded to French Creek, and at night 
encamped' on the road, half way to Fort du Bouf. 
We got to this fort about 10 o'clock next day, and 
after three hours reſt launched our canoe into the 


river, and paddied down about ten miles below) 
the fort. 


* 


On the roth we encamped at the ſecond croſſings 
of the river, the land on both ſides appeared to be 
good all the way. The 11th we reached the 
Mingo Cabbins, and the night of the 12th we 
lodged at Venango ;. from thence went down the 
River Ohio; and on the morning of the 17th 1. 
waited upon Brigadier Monkton at Pittſburgh, and 


delivered him General e e and 
my own inſtructions. ö 


I left Pittſburgh the 20th, at the requeſt of Ge- 
neral Monkton, who. promiſed to ſend his orders 
after me to Preſque Ile, by Mr. Croghan, and to 
Forwarg Capt, Campbell immediately with a com- 


5 | Pa 


Proviſions, 
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pany of the Royal Americans; I got back to Pref. 
que Iſle the 3oth of October, Captain Campbell 
arrived the day after; Captain Brewer was got 
there before us, with the Rangers from Niagara, 
having loſt ſome of the boats, and part of the 


We immediately began to repair the damaged 
boats; and, as there was an account that a veſſel, 
expected with. proviſions from Niagara, was loſt, 
I diſpatched Capt. Brewer by land to Detroit, with 
a drove of forty oxen, ſupplied by Col. Bouquet. 
Capt. Wait was about the ſame time ſent back to 
Niagara for more proviſions, and ordered to cruiſe 


along the north-coaſt of Lake Erie, and halt about 


twenty miles to the eaſt of the ſtreight between 
the Lakes Huron: and Erie, till. further orders. 
Brewer had a battoe to ferry his. party over the 
Creeks, two horſes, and Capt. Monter with twenty 
Indians, compoſed of the Six Nations, Delawares 


and Shawaneſe, to protect him from the inſults of 
the enemy Indians. 


My order of march over from Preſque Ifle was 
as follows: | 


« The boats to row two deep; firſt, Major 
Rogers's boat, abreaſt of him Captain, Croghan ; 


Captain Campbell follows with his company, the 
Te Rangers 
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Rangers next; and laſtly, Lieutenant Holmes, 
who commands the rear-guard, with his own boat, 
and that of Enſign Wait's, ſo as to be ready to 
aſſiſt any boat that may be in diſtreſs. . Boats in 
diſtreſs are to fire a gun, when Mr. Holmes with 
the other boats under his command are immediate- 
ly to go to their relief, take them to the ſhore, or 3 
give ſuch other affiſtance as he thinks may be beſt. . _ 
When the wind blows hard, ſo that the boats cane 
not keep their order, a red flag will be hoiſted in 
the Major's boat; then the boats are not to mind 
their order, but put after the flag as faſt as poſſible 
to the place of landing, to which the flag-boat : 
will always be a guide. . | 


« Tt is recommended to the ſoldiers as well as 
officers, not to mind the waves of the lake; but 
when the ſurf is high to ſtick to their oars, and 
the men at helm to keep the boat quartering on 
the waves, and briſkly follow, then no miſchief 
will happen by any ſtorm whatever. Ten of the 
beſt ſteerſmen amongſt the Rangers are to attend 
Captain Campbell and company in his boats. It 
is like wiſe recommended to the officers command 
ing in thoſe boats, to hearken to the ſteerſmen in 
a ſtorm or bad weather, in managing their boats. 
At evening, (if it is thought neceſſary; to row- in 
the night time) a blue flag will be hoiſted in the 
Major's boat, which is the ſignal ſor the boats to 
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wel, and then proceed in the following manner: 
the boats next the hindermoſt, are to wait for the 


two in the rear, the two third boats for the ſecond 
two; and ſo on to the boats leading a-head, to 


prevent ſeparation, which 1 in the night would be 


hazardous. 


„Mr. Bhreme is not to mind the order of 


march, but to ſteer as is moſt convenient for him 
to make his obſervations; he is however deſired 


never to go more than a league a-head of the 


detachment, and is to Join them at landing or en- 
— 


On landing, the Regulars are to encamp in 
the center, and Lieutenant Holmes's diviſion on 


| the right wing with Mr. Croghan' s people, Lieut. 
M- Cotmick on the left wing with his diviſion; 


Mr. Jequipe to be always ready with his Mohegan 


Indians, which are the picquet of the detachment, 


part of which are always to encamp in the front of 
the party; Capt. Campbell will mount a guard 
| conſiſting of one Subaltern, one Serjeant, and 
thirty privates, immediately on landing, for the 
- ſecurity of his own encampment and battoes ; 


Lietenant Holmes's diviſion to keep a guard of 
one Serjeant and ten Rangers .on the right, and 


Lieutenant M*Corwick the like number on the 
| left, and likewiſe to act as Adjutant to the detach- 


ment, 


party is to prepare for em 


aan hour after, when all the guards are to be called 
in, and the party embark immediately after. 
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x ent, and the orderly drum to attend him, to be 
it the Serjeant's call. The general to beat when 


ordered by the Major, at which time the whole 
barking, the troops half 


ce There is to be no firing of guns in this detach- 


ment without permiſſion from the commanding 
officer, except when in diſtreſs on the lake, No 
man to go without the centries, when in camp, un- 


leſs he has orders ſo todo; great care to be taken 


of the arms, and the officers to review them daily. 


Captain Campbell will order a drum to beat, for 
the regulation of his company when landed, at 


any time he thinks proper for parading his men, 


or reviewing their arms, &c. 


elt is not doubted but due attention will be 
paid to all orders given. | | 


Mr. Croghan will, at landing always attend 
the Mayor for orders, and to give ſuch intelligence 


as he may have had from the Indians, throughout 
the day.” | 


We left Preſque Iſle the 4th of November, kept 


a weſtern courſe, and by night had adyanced 
twenty miles, 


The 
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The badneſs of the weather obliged us to lie by 


all the next day; and as the wind continued very 
high, we did not advance more than ten or twelve | 
miles the 6th, on a courſe weſt- ſouth-weſt. 


We ſet out very early on the 7th; and came to 
the mouth of Chogage River; here we met with 
a. party of Attawawa Indians, juſt arrived from 
Detroit. We informed them of our ſucceſs in the 
total reduction of Canada, and that we were going 
to bring off the French garriſon at Detroit, who 
were included in the capitulation., I held out a 
belt, and told them I would take my brothers by 
the hand, .and carry them to Detroit, to ſee the 
truth of what I had ſaid. 'They retired, and held 
a council, and promiſed an anſwer next morning. 
That evening. we ſmoaked the calamet, or pipe 
of peace, all the Indians ſmoaking by turns out of 
the ſame pipe. The peace thus concluded, we 
[| went:toreſt, but kept good guards, a little diſtruſt. 


WR nth 6 OM . | 

il Ll ing their ſincerity. 

1 The Indians gave their anſwer early in the morn- 
it ö ing, and ſaid their young warriors ſhould go with 
mae, while the old ones ſtaid to hunt for their wives 


and children. 


I gave them ammunition at their requeſt, and a 
ſtring of wampum in teſtimony of my 1 N 
7 ; 8e and. 


* 


f or chiefs, 
; and they promiſed to ſpread the news, and 
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'F nd: charged them to ſend ſome of their ſachems, 


with the party who drove the oxen along 


ore; 
prevent any annoyance from their hunters. 


We were detained here by unfavourable wea- 


f "ther till the 12th, during which time the Indians 
b, eld a plentiful market in our camp of veniſon 


1 and turkies. 


4 weſt ten miles, then five miles weſt- and- by- ſouth, 
then ſouth- weſt eight miles, then weſt-and-by- fouth 

ſeven miles, then four miles weſt, and then ſouth⸗ 
weſt ſix miles, which brought us to Elk River, as 
1 the Indians call it, where we halted two days on 
account of bad weather and contrary winds. 


welt three miles, weſt-by-north one mile, weſt two 
miles; here we paſſed the mouth of 'a-river, and 
then ſteered weſt one mile, -weſt-by-ſonth two 
miles, weſt-by- north four miles, north; weſt-three 


river One ny: Ts whe | 
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From this place we ſteered one mile weſt; then 
'a mile ſouth, then four miles weſt, then ſouth- 


On the 15th we embarked, and kept the follows. 


ing courſes; weſt-ſouth-weſt two miles, weſt- north 


miles, weſt-north-weſt two. miles, weſt· by- north 
ten miles, where we encamped at the Month of a 


The 
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The weather did not permit us to depart till the | 


18th, when our courſe was weſt-by-ſouth ſix mile, 
weſt-by-north four miles, weſt two miles; here ve 


found a river about fifteen yards over, then pro. 


ceeded welt half a mile, weſt- ſouth- weſt ſix mile; 1 


and a half, weſt two miles and an half, north-weſt 
two miles, where we encamped, and diſcovered. a 
river ſixteen yards broad at the entrance. 


We leit this place the next-day, 3 north- 


weſt four miles, north-north-weſt ſix miles, which 
brought us to Sanduſky Lage; we continued the 


ſame courſe two miles, then north-north-eaſt half 


a mile, north-weſt a quarter of a mile, north the 
ſame diſtance, north-weſt half a mile, north- by- 
eaſt one furlong, north- e one quarter 


of a mile, north · weſt· by· weſt one mile, weſt-north- 


weſt one mile, then weſt half a mile, where we 


encamped near a imall riyer, on the eaſt-ſide. 


From this place 1 detached Mr. Brheme with a 


bet ef to, Monſieur Beleter, the French COON nADGap! 3 | 


at Detroit, in theſe words: . 


Ts Capt. Beleter, or the Officer commanding at 
Detroit. 
cc SIR, | 
« That you may not be tote at the approach 
of the Engliſh troops under my command, when 


they come to Detroit, I ſend forward this by 
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Lieut. Brheme, to acquaint you, that I have Gen. 
Amherſt's orders to take poſſeſſion of Detroit, and 


ſuch other poſts as are in that diſtri, which, by 
kapitulation, agreed to and ſigned by the Marquis 


die Vaudreuil, and his Excellency Major General 
Amherſt, the 8th of September laſt, now belong 


* 


to the King of Great Britain. 


DO 


« ] have with me the Marquis de Vaudrevil's 
letters to you directed, for your guidance on this 


troops 1 have with me at ſome diſtance from the 
fort, till you have reaſonable time to be made ac- 
quainted with the Marquis de Vaudreuil's inſtruQi- 


ons, and the capitulation, a copy of which I have 
with me likewiſe, I am, 


99 
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Sin, 
Your humble ſervant, 7 


Robert Rogers.” 


| i; 5 The land on the ſouth-ſide of Lake Erie, from 
9 gt, level, the timber tall, and of the beſt ſort, 
2 uch as oak, hickerie and locuſt ; and for game, 


eſque Iſle, puts on a very fine appearance ; the 


both 


3 ccaſion, which letters I ſhall deliver you when 1 
arrive at or near your poſt, and ſhall encamp the 
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which ſhall be in two days after my arrival. Mo 
| Will 
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both for plenty and variety, perhaps excecded by 
no part of the world, WO 


I followed Mr. Brheme on the 20th, and took 
4 courſe north-weſt four miles and an half, ſouth- 


weſt two, and'weſt three, to the mouth of a river 


in breadth 300 feet. 


| 1 we found ſeveral Huron ſachems, who told 
me, © that a body of 400 Indian warriors was col. 


lected at the entrance into the great freight, in 
order to obſtru& our paſſage ; and that Monſieur 
Beleter had excited them to defend their country: 


that they were meſſengers to know my buſineſs, 


and whether the perſon I had ſent forward had re- 


ported the truth that Canada was reduced.” | 


confirmed this account, and that the fort at Detroit 
was given up by the French Governor. TI preſented 


them a large belt, and ſpoke to this effect: 


% Brothers, 


« With this belt J take you by the hand. You 
are to go directly to your brothers aſſembled at the 


mouth of the river, and tell them to go to their 


towns till 1 arrive at the fort. I ſhall call you 
there as ſoon as Monſieur Beleter is ſent away, 


me 
5 
"x 
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will then ſettle all matters. You live happily in 
your ow country. Vour brothers have long de- 
Gred to bring this about. Tell your warriors to 
mind their fathers (the French) no more, for they 
are all priſoners to your brothers (the Engliſn), 
who pitied them, and left them their houſes and 
goods, on their ſwearing by the Great One who 
made the world, to become as Engliſhmen for ever. 
They are now your brothers; if you abuſe them, 
you affront me, unleſs they behave ill, Tell this 
to your brothers the Indians. What! ſay is truth. 
When we meet at Detroit I will convince you it 
18 all true.“ 


Theſe ſachems ſet out in good temper the next 


morning, being the 21ſt; but as the wind was 
very high, we did not move from this place. 


On the 224d we encamped on a beach, after hav- 
Ing ſteered that day north-weſt ſix miles, north- 
north-weſt four, to a river of the breadth of 
twenty yards, then north- weſt-by-weſt two miles, 
weſt-north-weſt one, weſt four, and weſt north= 
welt five; it was with great difficulty we could 
procure any fuel here, the weſt-ſide of the Lake 
Erie abounding with ſ wamps. 


We rowed ten miles the next day, on a courſe 
north-weſt and by weſt, to Point Cedar, and then 
formed 
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formed a camp; here we met ſome of the Indian 
meſſengers, to whom we had ſpoken two days be. 
fore : they told us, their warriors were gone EY 


Monſieur Beleter, who, they ſaid, is a ſtrong man, 


and intends to fight you; a ſachem of Attawawas 


Was amongſt them. All their Indians ſet out with . 


us. The 24th we went north-weſt and by north 
ten miles, and fourteen miles north-eaſt, to a long 


point; this night ſixty of the Indian party came to 


our camp, who congratulated us on our arrival in 
their country, and offered themſelves as an eſcort 
to Detroit, from whence they came the day before. 
They informed me, that Mr. Bhreme, and his 
party were confined ; and that Monſieur Beleter 
had ſet 1 2 an high flag-ſtaff, with a wooden effigy 


of : a man's « head on the top, and upon that a crow ] 


that the crow. was to repreſent himſelf, the man's 
head mine, and the meaning of the whole, that he 
would ſcratch out my brains. This artifice, how- 
ever, had no effeQ; for the Indians told him 8 
they ſaid) that the reyerſe would be the true expla- 
nation of the ſign. 


After we had proceeded ſix miles north-eaf}, we 
halted at the requeſt of the Indians, who deſired 
me to call in the chief Captains of the party at the 
Streight's mouth. I did ſo, and ſpent the 26th at 
the ſame place, in conciliating their ſavage minds to 


peace and friendſhip. 
| The 
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The morning of the 27th, Monſieur Beleter 
| ſent me the following letter by Monſieur Babee. 
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# % MoNSIEUR, 


* 


« Pai recu la lettre que vous m' avez ecrite par 
un de vos Officiers; comme je n'ai point d'inter- 
prete, je ne puis faire la reponſe amplement. 


I' Officier qui m'a remiſe la votre, me fait ſavoir 
qu'il etoit detache afin de m'anoncer votre arrive, 
pour prendre poſſeſſion de cette gariſon, ſelon la 
capitulation fait et Canada, que vous avez conjoin- 
tement avec un lettre de Monſieur de Vaudreuil a 
mon addreſſe. Je vous prie, Monſieur, d'arreter 
1 vos troupes a Pentrance de la riviere, juſques a ce 
que vous m' envoyes la capitulation & la lettre de 
2 Monſeigneur le Marquis de Vaudreuil, afin de 
7 pouvoir y conformer. 
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je ſuis bien ſurpris qu'on ne m'a pas envoye 
un Officier Francois avec vous, ſelon la coutume. 


Jai Phonneur d'etre, &c. &c. 
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De Beleter.” 
A Monſieur Monſieur Rogers, 
* Major, & commandant le 
= dctachment Anglois.” 
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In Engliſh thus. 


« 81 Ry 


I received the letter you wrote me by one of 


your Officers; but as I have no Interpreter, can- 
not fully anſwer it. 


The Officer that delivered me yours, gives me to 
underſtand, that he was ſent to give me notice of 
your arrival to take poſſeſſion of this garriſon, ac- 


cording to the capitulation made in Canada; that 


you have likewiſe a letter from Monf Vaudreuil, 
directed to me. I beg, Sir, you'll halt your troops 
at the entrance of the river, till you. ſend me the 
capitulation and the Marquis de Vaudreuil's letter, 
that I may act in conformity thereto. 


T am ſurpriſed there is no French Officer ſent 
to me along with you, as is the cuſtom on ſuch oc- 
caſions. I have the honour to be & c. &c. 

Die Beleter.” 
To Mr. Rogers, Major and 
Commander of the Eng- 
liſh detachment.” 


Shortly after a French party, under Captain, 
Burrager, beat a parley on the weſt-ſhore; J 15 
| ns Mr. 
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Mr. McCormick to know his buſinels, who return- 
ed with the Officer and the following letter: 


Detroit, le 25me Novembre, 1760, 
MoxsiEUR, 


« Te vous ai deja marque par Monſieur Burrager 
les raiſons pourquoi je ne puis repondre en detail a 
a lettre qui m'a ete remiſe le 22me de courant, par 
Officier que vous m'avez detache. 


Tignore les raiſons pourquoi il n'a pas voulu re- 
to urner aupres de vous. J'ai envoye mon interprete 


Huron chez cettre nation, que l'on me dit etre at- 


troupe ſur le chemin de les contenir, ne ſachant po- 


ſitivement ſi c'eſt a vous: ou a nous qu'ils en veuil- 
lent, & pour leur dire de ma part, qu'ils ayent a ſe 


tenir tranquilement; que je ſavois ce que je devois a 
mon General, & que de lorſque l'acte de la capitula 
tion ſeroit regle, j etois oblige d'obeir. Le dit inter- 


prete aordre de vous attendre, & de vous remettre la 


preſent. Ne ſoyez point ſurpris, Monſieur, ſi ſur 
le long de la cote vous trouverez nos habitans ſur 
leur garde; on leur a annonce qu'il y avoit beau- 
coup de nations a votre ſuite, a qui on avois promis 
le pillage, & que leſdites nations etoient meme 
d terminees a vous le demander; je leur ai permis 


qe regarder, C'eſt pour votre converſation & ſurete 


ainſi que pour la notre, en cas que les dites nations 
devenaient 
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devenoient a faire les inſolents, vous ſeul ne ſeriez 
peut-etre pas dans les circonſtances preſentes en 
etat de les require. Je me flatte, Monſieur, que ſi 
tot que la preſent vour ſera parvenue, vous voudriez 
bien m'envoyer par quel qu'un de vos Meſſieurs, & 
ja capitnlation la lettre de Monſieur Vaucdreuil. 
Pai Phonneurd'ettre, N 


MoNsSIEUR, 
Votre tres-humble & obeiſſant ſervitenr, 
: Pign. de Beletere.“ | 2 
A Monſieur Monſieur Rogers, 
Major, commandant le de- 


tachment Anglois au bas de 
la riviere. 


In Engliſh thus: 


« Sig, | Detroit, 25th Nov. 1760. 


„ L have already by Mr. Burrager acquainted | *? 
you with the reaſons why I could not anſwer parti- | 1 
cularly the letter which was delivered me the 22d 
inſtant by the Officer you ſent to me. 

| « I am 
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« ] am entirely unacquainted with the reaſons 


| of his not returning to you. I ſent my Huron in- 
| terpreter to that nation, and told him to ſtop them, 


ſhould they be on the road, not knowing poſitively 


| whether they were inclined to favour you or us, 


and to tell them from me they ſhould behave 
peaceably ; that I knew what I owed to my Gene- 
ral, and that when the capitulation ſhould be ſet- 


tled I was obliged to obey. The ſaid interpreter 


has orders to wait on you, and deliver you this, 


« Be not ſurpriſed, Sir, if along the coaſt you 
find the inhabitants upon their guard ; it was told 
them you had ſeveral Indian nations with you, to 
whom you had promiſed permiſſion to plunder, nay, 
that they were even reſolved to force you to it. I 
have therefore allowed the ſaid inhabitants to take 
to their arms, as 1t 1s for your ſafety and preſerva- 
tion as well as ours; for ſhould theſe Indians be- 
come inſolent, you may not perhaps, in your pre- 
ſent ſituation, be able to ſubdue them alone. 


ef 


« J flatter myſelf, Sir, that, as ſoon as that ſhall 


come to hand, you will ſend me by ſome of the 
Gentlemen you have with you, both the capitula- 


K tion 
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tion and Monſieur Vaudreuil's letter. I have the 
honour to be, 


SIR, 


Your very humble and obe- 
es dient ſervant, 
To Major Rogers, „„ 
Pig n. Beletere.“ 


We encamped the next day five miles up the 
river, having rowed againſt the wind; and on the 
29th I diſpatched Captain Campbell, with Meſſieurs 
Burrager and Babee, and their parties, with this 
letter. LY rs 


« Orm, 


J acknowledge the receipt of your two letters, 
both of which were delivered to me yeſterday. 
Mr. Brheme has not yet returned. 'The incloſed 


letter from the Marquis de Vaudrevil will inform 


you of the ſurrender of all Canada to the King of 


Great Britain, and of the great indulgence grant- 


ed to the inhabitants ; as alſo of the terms granted 


to the troops of his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. Cap- 


tain Campbell, whom I have ſent forward with 


this letter, will ſhew you the capitulation. I deſire 


you will not detain him, as I am determined, a- 
: greeable 
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greeable to my inſtructions from General Amherſt, 


ſpeedily to relieve your poſt, I ſhall top the troops 
I have with me at the hither end of the town till 


four o'clock, by which time I expect your anſwer 


our inhabitants under arms will not ſurpriſe me, 


as yet 1 have ſeen no other in that poſition, but 


ſavages waiting for my orders. I can aſſure you, 
Sir, the inhabitants of Detroit ſhall not be moleſt- 
ed, they and your complying with the capitulation, 
but be protected in the quiet and peaceable poſſeſ- 


ion of thei eſtates; neither ſhall they be pillaged 
by my Indians, nor by your's that have joined me. 


I am, &c, 


70 Capt. Beletere, R. Rogers.” 


commanding at Detroit, 


J landed at half a mile ſhort of the ſort, and 
fronting it, where I drew up my detachment on a 


field of graſs. Here Captain Campbell joined me, 


and with him came a French officer, to inform me 


that he bore Monſieur Beletere's compliments, 
tgnfying he was under my command. From hence 
] ſent Lieutenants Leflie and M*Cormick, with 
thirty-ſix Royal Americans, to take poſſeſſion of 
the fort. The French garriſon laid down their 
arms, Engifh colours were hoiſted, and the French 
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taken down, at which about 700 Indians gave 3 
ſhout, merrily exulting in cheir prediction being 
verified, that the crow repreſented the Engliſh, 


They ſeemed amazed at the ſubmiſſive ſalutations 
of the inhabitants, expreſſed their ſatis faction at our 
generoſity in not putting them to death, and ſaid 
they would always for the future fight for a nation 
thus favoured by Him that made the world. 


IJ went into the fort, received a plan of it, wit 


a liſt of the ſtores, from the commanding officer, 
and by noon of the iſt of December we had collect. 
ed the militia, diſarmed them, and to them allo 
adminiſtered the oaths of allegiance. 


The interval from this time to the gth was ſpent 
in preparing to execute ſome meaſures that appear- 
ed to be neceſſary to the ſervice we were upon. I 
put Monſieur Beletere and the other priſoners under 
the care of Lieut. Holmes and thirty Rangers, to be 
carried to Philadelphia; and ordered Capt. Camp- 

bell and his company to keep poſſeſſion of the tort, 
_ Lieut. Butler, and Enſign Wait were ſent with a 
detached party of twenty men, to bring French 
troops from the forts Mizmie and Gatanois. I or- 
dered, that, if poſſible, a party ſhould ſub6iſt at 


the former this winter, and give the carlieft notice 
al 


4 uni 

1 at Detroit of the enemy's motions in the country 

bot the Illinois. I ſent Mr. M- Gee, with a French 

* officer, for the French troops at the Shawaneſe 1 
town on the Ohio. And as proviſions were ſcarce, | 
directed Capt. Brewer to repair with the greateſt 
part of the Rangers to Niagara, detaining Lieute- 1 
nant M*Cormack with thirty- ſeven more, to go al 
with me to Michlimakana. Fl. 
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I made a treaty with the ſeveral tribes of Indians 
living in the neighbouring country; and having 
directed Capt. Wait, juſt arrived from Niagara, to 
| return again thither immediately, I ſet out for 
Bt Lake Huron, and on the night of the 10th en- 
BZ campel at the north- end of the little Lake St. Clair, 
and the next evening on the welſt-ſideof the ſtreight, 44} 
at the entrance of a conſiderable river, where Wo! | 

many Indians were hunting. We opened Lake — 9 
Huron the day following, and ſaw many Indian Wh 
hunters on both ſides of the mouth of the ſtreights. . 1 
Me coaſted along the weſt-ſhore of the Lake, . 
bout twenty miles north-and-by-weſt, the next 9 
6 day being the 13th forty, and the 1 5th thirty- 
eszbt miles, paſſing the cakes of ice with much dif. 
W ficulty, We could not advance all the 16th, a 

heavy north-wind ſetting the cakes of ice on the 
fouth-ſhore in ſuch quantities, that we could find 
m0 pailage between them. I conſulted the Indians 
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about a journey to Michlimakana acroſs by land; 
but they declared it impracticable at this ſeaſon 


without ſnow-ſhoes, and to our great mortificati- 


on we were obliged to return to Detroit; the ice 
obſtructing us ſo much, that, with the greateſt di- 


| igence and fatigue, we did not arrive there till 


the 21ſt. 


I delivered the ammunition to Capt. Campbell, 


and on the 23d ſet out for Pittſburg, marching along 


the weſt-end of Lake Erie, till the ſecond of Janu- 


ary 1761, when wearrived at Lake Sanduſky. 


I have a very good opinion of the ſoil from Detroit 


to this place; it is timbered principally with white 


and black oaks, hickerie, locuſts, and maple. We 
found wild apples along the weſt-end of Lake Erie, 
ſome rich ſavannahs of ſeveral miles extent, with- 


_ aut+a:tree, but cloathed with jointed graſs near fix 


feet high, which, rotting there every year, adds 


to the fertility of the ſoil, , The length of Sanduſky 


is about fifteen. miles from eaſt to weſt; and about 
ſix miles acroſs it. We came to a town of the Win- 
dot Indians, where we halted. to refreſh. 


On January 3d, ſouth-eaſt-by-eaſt three miles, 
eaſt-by-ſouth one mile and a half, ſouth-eaſt a mile 


through a meadow, eroſſed a ſmall creek about fx 
yard 
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yards wide, running eaſt, travelled ſouth- eaſt⸗ by- 
eaſt one mile, paſſed thro' Indian houſes, ſouth- eaſt 
three quarters of a mile, and came to a ſmall In- 
Jian town of ten houſes. 'There is a remarkable 
fine ſpring at this place, riſing out of the ſide of a 
ſmall hill with ſuch force, that it boils above the 
ground in a column three feet high. I imagine it 
diſcharges ten hogſheads of water in a minute. From 
this town our courſe was ſouth- ſouth- eaſt three miles, 
ſouth two miles, croſſed a brook about five yards 
wide, running eaſt ſouth eaſt travelled ſouth one mile, 
Z croſſed a brook about four yards wide, running eaſt- 
2 ſouth-eaſt, travelled ſouth- ſouth- eaſt two miles, croſ- 
4 | fed a brook about eight yards wide. This day we 
Filled plenty of deer and turkies on our march, and 
encamped. 
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On the 4th we travelled ſouth-ſouth-eaſt one 
mile, and came to a river about-twenty-five yards 
wide, croſſed the river, where are two Indian hou- 
= ſes, from thence ſouth- by-eaſt one mile, ſouth- 
ſouth· eaſt one mile and a half, ſouth- eaſt two miles, 
; ſouth-ſouth-eaſt one mile, and came to an Indian 
{ 4 houſe, where there was a famils of Windots hun— 
ung, from thence ſouth-by-eaſt a quarter of a mile, 
ſouth five miles, came to the river we croſſed this 
morning; the courſe of the river here is weſt-north- 


weſt. This day killed ſeveral deer and other game, 
and encamped. 


On 
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On the 5th travelled ſouth-ſouth-weſt half 3 


mile, ſouth one mile, ſouth-ſouth-weſt three quar- 


ters of a mile, ſouth half a mile, croſſed two ſmall 


brooks running eaft, went a ſouth- ſouth- weſt courſe 
half a mile, ſouth half a mile, ſouth-eaſt half x 
mile, ſouth two miles, ſouth-eaſt one mile, ſouth 
half a mile, croſſed a brook running eaſt-by-north, 
travelled fouth-by-eaft half a mile, ſouth-ſouth- 
eaſt two miles, ſouth-eaſt three quarters of a mile, 


| ſouth ſouth-eaſt one mile, and came to Maſkongom 
Creek, about eight yards wide, croſſed the creck, 
and encamped about thirty yards from it. This 
day killed deer and turkies in our march. 


On the: 6th' we travelled about fourteen or fif- 
teen miles, our general courſe being about eaſt- 
ſouth-eaſt, killed plenty of game, and encamped 
by a very fine ſprin g. 


The 75th our general courſe about ſouth-eaſt, 
travelled about fix miles, and croſſed Maſkongom 
Creek, running ſouth, about twenty yards wide, 
There is an Indian town about twenty yards from 
the creek, on the eaſt-ſide, which is called the 
Mingo Cabbins. There were but two or three 
Indians in the place, the reſt were hunting, Thele 
Indians have plenty of cows, horſes, hogs, &c. 


The 
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The $th, halted at this town to mend our mo- 
gaſons, and kill deer, the proviſions I brought from 
Detroit being entirely expended. I went a-hunting 
with ten of the Rangers, and by ten o'clock got 
more veniſon than we had occaſion for. 


On the 9th. travelled about twelve miles, our 
zeneral courſe being about ſouth-eaſt, and encamp- 
ed by the ſide of a long meadow, where there 
were a number of Indians hunting. 


The roth, about the ſame courſe, we travelled 
eleven miles, and encamped, having killed in our 
march this day three bears and two elks. 


The r1th, continuing near the ſame courſe, we 
travelled thirteen miles and encamped, where were 


a number of Wiandots and Six Nation Indians 
hunting. | 


The 12th, travelled fix miles, bearing rather 


more to the eaſt, and encamped. This evening 
we killed ſeveral beavers. | 


= The 13th, travelled about north-eaſt ſix miles, 
3 and came to the Delaware's town, called Beaver 
3 Town, This Indian town ſtands on good land, 
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on the weſt-ſide of the Maſkongom River; and 
oppoſite to the town, on the eaſt-ſide, is a fine 
river, which diſcharges itſelf into it. The latter 


1s about thirty yards wide, and the Maſkongom 
about forty ; ſo that when they both join, they 


make a very fine ſtream, with a ſwift current, 


running to the ſouth-weſt, There are about 3000 


number of warriors in this town is about 180. All 
the way from the Lake Sanduſky J found level 


land, and a good country, No pine- trees of any 


ſort; the timber is white, black, and yellow oak, 
black and white walnut, cyprus, cheſnut, and lo- 
cuſt trees. At this town TI ſtaid till the 16th in the 
morning to refreſn my party, and procured ſome 
corn of the Indians to boil with our veniſon, 


On the 16th we marched nearly an eaſt courſe 


about nine miles, and encamped by the fide of 2 


ſmall river, 


On the 175th kept much the ſame courſe, croſ- 
ſing ſeveral rivulets and creeks. We travelled | 
about twenty miles, and encamped by the fide df 
a imall river, 1 


On 


acres of cleared ground round this place. The i 
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On the 18th we travelled about ſixteen miles 
an eaſterly courſe, and encamped by a brook. 


T he 19th, about the ſame general courſe, we 
croſſed two conſiderable ſtreams of water, and 
ſome large hills timbered with cheſnut and oak, 
and having travelled about twenty miles, we en- 
camped by the fide of a ſmall river, at which place 
were a number of Delawares hunting. 


On the 20th, keeping ſtill an eaſterly courſe, and 
having much the ſame travelling as the day betore, 


we advanced on our journey about nineteen miles, 


3 which brought us to Beaver Creek, where are two 
or three Indian houſes on the weſt ſide of the 


creek, and in ſight of the Ohio. 


Bad weather prevented our journeying on the 
2.1ſt, but the next day we proſecuted our march. 


1 4 Having croſſed the creek, we travelled twenty 


miles, nearly ſouth-eaſt, and eee with a 
| Party of Indian aupters. 


On the 23d we came again to the Ohio, oppo- 
| ite to Fort Pitt, from whence L ordered Lieutenant 


M*Cormack 
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ll M- Cormack to march the party acroſs the country 
i to Albany, and, after tarrying there till the 26th, 
| JT came the common road to Philadelphia, from 
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thence to New York, where, after this long, fa- L 
tiguing tour, I arrived February 14, 1761. F 
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EXPEDITION 


OHIOINDIANS, 
IN THE YEAR MDCCLXIV, 
UNDER THE COMMAND OF 


HENRY BOUQUET, Eq. 


Colonel of foot, and now Brigadier General 
ia America. Including his Tranſactions with 
Z the Indians, Relative to the Delivery of the 
# Priſoners, and the Preliminaries of Peace. 
With an Introductory Account of the Preced- 
ing Campaign, and Battle at Buſhy-Run. | 
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INTRODUCTION. 


H E general peace, concluded between 
Great-Britain, France and Spain, in the 
year 1762, although viewed in different 
lights by perſons variouſly affected in the mother 


country, was nevertheleſs univerſally confidered 


as a moſt happy event in America. 

To behold the French, who had ſo long in- 
ſtigated and ſupported the Indians, in the moſt 
deſtructive wars and cruel depredations on our 
frontier ſettlements at laſt compelled to cede all 
Canada, and reſtricted to the weſtern ſide of 
Miſhifippi, was what we had long wiſhed, but, 


fearcely hoped an accompliſhment of in our owa 


days. The preciſion with which our boundaries 
were expreſſed, admitted of no ground for fu- 
ture diſputes, and was matter of exultation to 
every one who underſtood and regarded the in- 
tereſt of theſe colonies, We had now the pleaſ- 
ing proſpect of entire * ſecurity. from all mo- 
** leltation of the Indians, ſince French intrigue 
T oo no longer be employed to ſeduce, or 
rench force to ſupport them.“ 


* The ſeveral quotations in this introduction are 
taken from the Annual. Regiſter, 1763, which is 
eiten with great elegance ani truth, fo far as the 
E author appears to have bee furniſhed with tate tals. 
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„ UxnaPpity, however, we were diſag- 
e pointed in this exp ectation. Our danger a- 
e roſe from that very quarter, in which we ima- 
“ gined ourſelves in the moſt perfect ſecurity; 
© and juſt at the time when we concluded the 
* Indians to be entirely awed, and almoſt ſub— 
66 jected by our power, they ſuddenly fell upon 


„the frontiers of our moſt valuable ſerilements, 


e and-upon all our out-lying forts, with ſuch una- 


„ nimity in the deſign, and with ſuch ſavage 


“ fury in the attack, as we had not experienc- 
ce ed, even in the hotteſt times of any former 
war.” „ 
SEVERAL reaſons have been aſſigned for this 
perſidious conduct on their part; ſuch as an 
omiſſion of the uſual preſents, and ſome ſet' le- 
ments made on lands not yet purchaſed from them. 
But theſe cauſes, if true, could only affect a few 
tribes, and never could have formed ſo general a 


combination againſt us. The true reaſon ſeems 


to have been a jcalouſy of our giowing power, 
heightened by their ſeeing the French almoſt 


wholly driven out of America, and a number of 


forts now poſſeſſed by us, which commanded 
the great Jakes and 1ivers communicating with 
them, and awed the whole Indian country. 
They probably imagined” that they beheld “ in 
© eveiy lttle garriſon the germ of a future co- 


©. lony,” and thought it incumbent on them to 


make one gene al and timely effort to cruſh our 
power in the birth, | 


By the papers in the Appendix, a general 


idea may be formed of the ſtrength of the diffe- 
rent Indian nations ſurrounding our ſettlements, 


and their ſituation with reſpect to each other. 


Tu Shawaneſe, Delawares and other Ohio 


tribes, tock the lead in this war, and ow to 
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have begun it father too precipitately, before 
the other tribes in conſederacy with them, were 
ready for actien. | 
Tue ſcheme appears to have heen projected 
with much delibe ate m f\_hief in the intention, 
and more than uſual fl:ll in the ſyſtem of execu - 
tion. They were to make one gene al and ſud- 
den attack upon our frontier ſettilements in the 
time of harveſt, to deſtroy our men, corn, Cat- 
"tle, &c. as far as they could penetrate, and to 
fſarie cur out poſts, by cutting off their ſupplies, 
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5 A * ; , 2 Wi 
and all commanicati en with the inhabitants of mY 
the Provinces. 10 | — WY 
I x purſuance. of this bold and bloody project, 5 1 ; 
they fell ſuddenly upon our traders whom they p 1 
had invited in o their country, murdered many 4 
of them, and made one general plunder of their 17 


effects, to an immenſe value. 

TEE frontiers of Pennſyivania, Maryland and 
Virginia, were immediately over-run with ſcalp- 
ing parties, marking their way with blood and 
devaſtation wherever they came, and all thoſe 
examples of ſavage cruelty, which never fail to 
accompany an Indian war. 

ALL our out-iorts, even at the remote{ diſ- 
tances, were attacked about the fame time; and 
the following ones ſ.:on fell into the enemies 
hands—viz. Le Boeuf, Venango, Preſgu' Ifle, 
on and near lake Etie; La Bay upon lake Mi- 
chigan; St. Joſeph's, upon the river of that 
name; Miamis upon the Miamis river; Quach- 
tanon upon the Duabache; Sanduſky upon lake 
Junundat ; and Michilimsckinac. 

ZING but weakly gariifoned, truſting to the 
ſecurity of a general peace ſo lately eſtabliſhed, 
unable to obtain the leaſt intelligence from .the 
colonies, or from each other, and being ſepa- 
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rately perſuaded by their treacherous and ſavage 


azlailants that they had carried every other place 


before them, it could not be expected that theſe 
ſmall poſts could hold out long; and the fate of 


their garriſons is tertible to relate. 


Tur neus of their ſurrender, and the conti- 
nued ravages of the enemy, ſtruck all America 
with conſternation, and depopulated a great part 
of our frontiers. We now ſaw moſt of thoſe 


poſts, ſuddenly wrefted from us, which had 
been the great object oi the late war, and one of 


the principal advantages acquired by the peace, 
Only the forts of Niagara, the Detroit and Fort- 


Pitt, remained in our hands, of all that had been 


purchaſed with ſo much bloed and treaſure. But 
theſe were places of conſequence, and we hope it 
will ever remain an argument of their importance, 
and cf the attemion that ſhould be paid to their 


future ſupport, that they alone continued to awe 


the whole power of the Indians, and balanced 

the ſate of he war between them and us! 
THESE: forts, being larger, were better gar- 

1ifoned and ſupplied to ftand a fiege of ſome 


tength, than the places that fell. Niagara was 


not attacked, the enemy Judging it too ſtrong. 

Tas officers who commanded tie other two 

deſerved the higheſt honours for the firmneſs with 
which they de:ended them, and the ha:dfhips they 
fuſlained rather than delizer up places of ſuch 
importance, _ 

Major GLADwWIN, in particular, who 
commanded at the Detroit, had. to withſtand the 
united and vicorous attacks of all the nations lin- 
ing upon the Lakes ; 

THE deſign of this publication, and the mar 
terials in my hands, lead me more immedlate- 
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INTRODUCTION. vil 
ly to ſpeak of the defence and relief of Fort 
Pitt. 5 

Tut Indians had early ſurrounded that place, 
and cut off all communication from it, even by 
meſſage, Tho? they had no cannon, nor under” 
ſtood the meth-ds of a regular ſiege, yet, with 
incredib'e boldneſs, they poſted themſelves under 
the banks of both rive:s Þ by the walls of ths 
fort, and continued as it were buried there, from 
day to day, with aſtoniſhing patience 3 pouring 
in an inceſſant ſtorm of muſquetry and fire at- 
rows; hoping at length, by famige, by kite, 
or by harraſling out the garriſun, to carry their 
point, | | 
CaeTain EcuxERE, who commanded there, 
tho' he wanted ſeveral neceſſaries for ſuſtaining 
a fiege, and the fortifications had been greatly 
damaged by the floods, took all the precautions 


which art and judgment could ſuggeſt for the 


repair of the place, and repulſing the enemy. 
His garriſon, joined by the inhabitants, and 


ſurviving traders who had taken refuge there, 


ſeconded his efforts with reſolution, Their f1- 
tuation was alarming, being remote from all 
immediate aſſiſtance, and having to deal with 
an 8 from whom they had no mercy to ex- 


GENERAL AMHERST, the commander in 


chief, not being able to provide in time tor the 
latety of the remote poſts, bent his chief aiten- 
uon to the relief of the Detroit, Niagara, and 
'It-Pitt, The communication with the two 
"mer was chiefly by water, from the province 
of | ew-Vork; and it was on that account the 


The Ohio and Monongah junct! 
f | hela, at the unctlon 
of, which ſtands Fort Pitt. S n 1 


A 4 | more 
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more eaſy to throw ſuccours into them. "The 
detachment ſent to the Detioit Arrives thee on 
the Loth ot J. y, 3 763 ; but Ci ptain Dalveli, 
who commanded that en hment, and ſeventv 
of his men, loſt their lives in a rencounter with 
the Ipdiars near tbe fort, Previous to this dif. 


after he hed p. fied th:o' Niagara, and left a 


reinforcement there, 

FoRT PITT remained all this white in a moſt 
No account could be obtained 
from the garilon, nor any relief ſent to it, but 
by a long ard tedious land mich of near 200 
miles beyord the ſetilements; and through thoſe 
dangerous paſſes where the fate of Braddock and 
others ſtill rifes on thi megination. 


Cor. BOUQUET was appointed to march to 


the relief of this fert, with a large quantity of 
miliary ſtores and provifions, clcorted by the 


That: 3 remainger of the 42d and 75h leg 
ments, lately returned in a diſmal 5 Ht 


the West Indies, and far from: being recoeted 


of their fatigues at the eve of the Havannhah. 


General Amhe:it, having at that time no other 


troops to (pare, was obli; zed to employ chem in 


2 (ervice which would bave required men of the 
t. Onde 2161 Countiit U 100 and Ligour. 

Kos ordets had been given to prepare a 
Convoy ot provitions en the trontiers of Penn! {yl- 
vania, but ſuch were the univerſal terror and 
confleraaticn of the inhabitants, that when Cl. 
Eovq QUET arrived at warlkſe, nothing had vet 
Deen done. : 
ad been plundered and bvrnt by the ſavages; 
nzny of the mils Jeſtroye:l, and the fiij]- ripe 
crops food waving in the feld, ready for the 


ickle, but the leapeis Were not to be ow. 
by 


A zicat number of the plar: ons 
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Tas greateſt part of the county of Cumber - 
land, thro! which the army had to paſs, was de- 
ſerted, and the roads were covered with diftreſi- 
ed families, flying from their ſettlements, and 
deſtitute of all the neceſſaries of life. 

Ix the midſt of that general confuſion, the 
ſapplies neceſſary for the expedition became ve- 
ry preca! iovs, ner was it leſs difficult to procure 
horſes and carriages for the uſe of the troops. 

THE commander found that, inſtead of ex- 
peQing ſuch ſuppiies from a miſerable people, he 


himſelf was called by the voice of humanity to 
beſtow on them ſome ſhare of his own provitions | 


to relieve their preſent exigency. However, k1 
18 days after his arrival at Carliſle, by the pru- 
dent and active meaſures which he purſued, join- 
ed to his knowledge of the country, and the di- 
Ugence of the perſuns he employed, the convoy 
and carriages were procured with the aſſiſtance of 
the interior parts of the country, and the army 


proceeded. 


Tukix march d'd not abate the fears of the 
deſedled inhabitants. They knew the ſtrength 
and ferocity of the enemy. They remembered 
the former defeats even of our beſt troops, and 
were full of diffidence and app chenſions on be- 
holding the ſmall number and ſickly ſtate of the 
reg'sars employed in this expedition. Without 
the leaſt hopes, therefore, of ſucceſs, they ſeem- 
ed only to wait for the fatal event, which they 
J eaded, to abandon all the country beyond the 
Duſquehannah. | „ . 
In ſuch deſpondency of mind, it js not ſur- 
priſing, that tho? their whole was at ſtake, and 
depended intirely upon the fate of this little army, 
none of them offered to aſſiſt in the defence of 
ihe country, by j ining the exped tion; in which 
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they would have been of infinite ſervice, beins 
in general well acquainted with the woods, and 
excellent niarkſmen, 

TIT cannot be conteſted that the defeat of the 


regular troops on this cccaſion, would have let; 
the province of Pennſylvania in particular, expo. 


ed to the moſt imminent danger, from a vidori- 


ous, daring, and barbarous enemy; for (except. 


ing the frontier people of Cumberland county) 
the bulk of its induſtrious inhabitants is compoſcd 
of merchants, tradeſmen and farmers, unaccuſ— 
tomed to arms, and without a militia law, 

Tre legiſlature ordered, indeed, 5 00 men to 
be raiſed for the protection of the frontiers dur- 
ing the harveſt ; but what dependence could be 
placed in raw troops, newly raiſed and undiſcip- 
I'ned ? Under fo many diſcouraging circumſtances, 
the Colonel (deprived of all affiftance from the 
provinces, and having none to expect from the 
General, who had ſent him the laſt man that 
could be removed from the hoſpitals) had nothing 


elſe to truſt to, but about 500 ſoldiers of approv- 


ed courage and reſolution indeed, but infirm, 


- and'intire ſtrangers to the woods, and to this new 


kind of war. A number of them were even ſo 
weak, as not to be able to march, and ſixty 
were carried in waggons to reinforce the garri- 
ſons of the ſmall poſts on the communication. 
MEANWHILE Fort-Ligonier ſituated beyond 
the Allegheney- Mountains, was in the greateſt 
danger of falling into the hands of the enemy, 
before the army could reach it. The ſtockade 
being very bad, and the garriſon extremely weak, 
they had attacked it vigorouſly, but had been re- 
pulſed by the bravery and good conduct of Lieu- 
tenant Blane who commanded there, Tos 
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Tu preſervation of that poſt was of the ut- 
moſt conſequence, on account of its ſituation and 
the quantity of milita:y ſtores it contained, 
which if the enemy could have got poſſeſſion of, 


would have enabled them to continue their attack 


upon Fort-Pitt, and reduced the army to the 
greateſt ſtreights. For an object of that impor» 
tance. every riſk was to be run; and the Colonel 
determined to fend through the woods, with pro- 
per guides, a party of thirty men to join chat 
garriſon. They ſucceeded by forced marches in 
that hazardous attempt, not having been diſco- 
vered by the enemy till they came within ſight of 
the Fort, into which they threw themſelves, at- 


ter receiving ſome running ſhot. 


P&EV1ouUs to that reinforcement of regulars, 
20 voluntiers, all govd woodſmen, had been ſent 


to Fort-Ligonier by Capt. Ourry, who com- 
manded at Fort- Bedford another very conſidera- 
ble magazine of proviſions, and military ſtores, 


the principal and centrical ſtage between Carliſle 
and Fort-Pitt, being about 100 miles diſtance 
from each. This fort was alſo in a ruinous con- 
dition, and very weakly garriſoned, although the 
two ſmall intermediate poſts, at the croſſings of 


the Juniata and of Stony Creek, had been aban- 


doned to ſtrengthen it. 5 
HERE the diftreſled families, ſcattered for 12 


or 15 miles round, fled for protection, leaving 


meſt of their effects prey to the ſavages. 


Ax the neceſſary precautions were taken by. 
the commanding officer, to prevent ſurprize, and 


repel open'fo: ce, as alſo, to render ineffectual the 
enemies fire arrows. He armed all the fighting 
men, who formed two companies of voluntiers, 


and did duty with the garriſon till the arrival of 
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tuo companies of light inſantry, detached as ſoon 
as po ſſible from Colonel Bouquet's little army, 
THESE two magazines being ſecured, the Co- 
Jonel advanced to the remoteſt verge of our ſenie- 
men's, where he could receive no ſort of intelli- 
gence of che number, poſition, or motions of 


the-.cnemv. Not even at Fort-Bedfurd, where 


he arrived with his whole convoy on the 2 5th cf 


; July. for tho' the Indians did not attempt to at- 


rack the fort, they had by this time killed, ſcalp- 
ed, ond taken eighteen perſons in that neivh- 
Fourhocd, and their ſculking parties were bo 
ſpread, that at Jeſt no expreis could etcape them. 
This!“ (want of intelligence) “ is often a ve- 
ry embarraſing circumitance in the conduct of 
2 campaign in America. The Indians had 
better intelligence, and no ſooner weie they 
informed of the mach of our Army, than 
they broke up the ſiege of Fort-Pitt, and took. 
the route by which they knew we were 10 pro- 
cecd, retcived to take the firſt advantageous 
opportunity of an attack on the march. * 

IN this uncertainty of intelligence under which 
the Colonel liboured, he marched from Fort- 
Beeſo:d the 28th Of July, and as ſoon as he 
eached Fort-Ligonier, he determined very pru- 
cently to leave his waggons at that poſt, and to 
; rocecd only with the pack horſes. Thus dil- 
burdened, the army continved their route. Before 
chem lay a dangerous defile at Turtle Creek, ſe- 
veral miles in length, commanded the whole way 
by high and craggy hills. "Chis defile he intend- 
ed to have paſſed the enſuing night, by a double 
or forced march; thereby, if poſſible, to elude 
the vigilance of fo alert an enemy, propoſing on- 
jy to make a ſhort halt in his way, to refreſh the 
Troops, at Buſhy- Run. 3 
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INTRODUCTION. xi 
WHEN they came within half a mile of that 
place, about one in the afternoen, (Auzult 5th, 
17603) after an harrafling march of ſeventeen 
miles, and juſt as they were expecting to relax 
from their fatigue, they were ſuddenly attacked 
by the Indians, on their advanced guard; which 
being ſpeedily and firmly ſupported, the enemy 
was beat off, and even purſued to a conſiderable 
diſtance.. 5 | 
Bur the flight of theſe barbarians muſt 


© often be conſidered as a pait of the engagement, 


« (if we may uſe the expreſſion) rather than a 
© dereliction of the field. The moment the pur- 
* ſuit ended, they returned with renewed vigour 

© to the attack. Several other parties, who had 
been in ambuſh in ſome high grounds which 


© lay along the flanks of the amy, now ſtarted 


* up at once, and falling with a reſolution equal 
* to that of their c-mpanions, galled Cur troops 
© with a moit obſtinate fire. | 

* Ir was neceſſary to make a general charge 
with the whole line to diflodge them from theſe 
* heights, This charge ſucceeded 3 but {tjIl the 
* ſucceſs produced no deciſive advantage; for as 
* ſoon as the ſavages were driven from one poſt, 
* they ſtill appeared on another, till by conſtant 
reinforcements they. were at length able to ſur- 
round the whole detachment, and attack the 
convoy which had been left in the rear. 


4 


+ The above quotation is from the writer alread 
mentioned, and ſeems ſo accurately and elegantly 
orawn up, from the account of this engagement, 
lent to his Majeſty's miniſters, that nothing better 
can be inſerted in its room. There are but one oc 
o ſmall miſtakes in it, which are here corrected. 
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Tuts manceuvre obliged the main body to 
fall back in order to protect it Fae ation, 
which grew every moment hotter and hater, 


no became general. Our troops were attack- 


ed on every fide ; ; the ſavages ſupported their 
ſpirit throughout; but the ſteady behaviour of 
the Englith troops, who wee not chro vn into 
the leaſt confuſion by the very diſcouraging na- 
ture of this ſervice, in the end prevailed ; they 
repulſed the enzmv, and drove them from all 
their poſts with. fixed bayonets. 

© THE engagement ended only with the day, 
having continued from one > without any inter 
miſfion., 


Tu ground, on which the ation ended, 


was not altogether inconvenient {or an encamp- 


ment. The con, oy and the wounded we.e in 


the middle, and the troops, diſpoſed in a circie, 
incompalled the whole. In this manner. and 
Wan little repoſe, they paſſed an anxious night, 


obliged to the ſtricteſt vigilance by an enter- 


prgng enemy who had ſur -ounded the u. 
* THosE who have only experienced the (c- 
verities and dangers of a Campaign in Europe, 


can ſcarcely form an idea of wha: is to be con: 


and endured in an American war. Io actin 
a country cultivated and inhibited, wheie 
toads are made, magaz nes are eſtabliſned, and 
hoſpitals provided; ere there are good towns 
to retreat to in caſe of misfortune; or, at the 


worlt, a generous enemy to yield to, iron 


whom no conſolation, but the honour of vic- 


tory, can be wanting; this may be conſidered 


as the exer-_iſe of a (ſpirited. and a lventurous 
mind, rather than a rigid conteſt Where all Y 
at flake, and mutual deſtruction the objeck: 


and as a contention between rivals for ; oh 
0 
father 
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rather than a real ſtruggle between ſanguinary 
enemies. But in an American campaign every 
thing is terrible; the ſace of the country, the 
climate, the enemy. There is no reireſhment 
for the healthy, nor relief for the ſicx. A vaſt 
unhoſpitable deſart, unſafe and treacherous, 
ſurrounds them, where victories are not deci- 
five, but defeats are ruinous; and ſimple death 
is the leaſt misfortune which can happen to 
them. This forms a ſervice truly critical, in 
which all the firmneſs of the body and mind is 
put to the ſevereſt trial; and all the exertions 
of courage and addreſs are called out. If the 
ations of theſe rude campaigns are of leſs dig- 
nity, the adventures in them are more intereſt- 
ing to the heart, and more amuſing to the 
imagipation, than the events of a regular war, 
Bor to return to the party of Englith, whom 
we left in the woods. At the firſt dawn of 
light the favages began to declare themſelves, 
all about the camp, at the diſtance of about 
500 yards; and by ſhouting and yelling in the 
moſt horrid manner, quite round that exten- 
> * five circumference, endeavoured to ſtrike terror 
by an oftentation of their numbers, and their 
ſſccrociy. | a 
3 45 * AFTER this alarming preparative, they at- 
= * tacked our forces, and, under the favour of an 
= * inceſlant fire, made ſeveral bold efforts to pe- 
| * netrate into the camp. They were repulſed in 
5 Fiery attempt, but by no means ditcouraged 

1 f from new ones. Our troops, continually vic- 
| torious, were continually in danger, They 
were beſides extremely fatigued with a lon 
= march, and with the equally long action, oft 
_—_ - the preceding day; and they were diſtreſſed to 
1 = * the 
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the laſt degree by a total want of water, much 


more intolerable than the enemy's fire, 

LIED to their Convoy, they could not loſe 
cht of it for a moment, without expoſing, 
not only that intereſting object, but: their 
wounded men, to fall a prey to the ſavage 
Who prefied them on every fide. To more 
was impracticable. Many of the horſes were 
loſt, and many of the divers, ſtupefied by 


their tears, hid theinſelves in the buihes, and 


were incapable of hearing or obeying orders 

OE HEIR {1tuation became extremely critical 
and perplexing, having experienced that the 
moſt lively efforts made no impreſſion upen an 


3 who always gave way when preſſedz 


at who, the moment the purſuit was over. 


eee with as much alacrity as ever to the 


attack, Beſieged rather than engaged; attack- 
eil without interruption, and without deciſion; 
able neither to advance nor to cetreat, they 
ſaw before them the moit melancholy proſpect 
of crumbling away by degrees, and entirely 
eriſhing without revenge” or hunvur, in the 
midit of thoſe dreadful defarts. [be fate ot 
Braddock was every moment be:ore their eyes; 
but they were more abl; conducted. 
THE commander was ſenſible that every 
35 depended upon bringing the ſavages ton 
cloſe engagement, and to ſtand their ground 


when attacked. Their audaciouſneſs, Which 
had increaſed with their ſucceſs, ſeeme! la- 


vourable to, this deſign, He endeavou ed, 


theietore, to incicale their confidence as much 


as poſſible. 
Fo that purpoſe he conti iced the lollowirg 
ſtratagem. Our troops were poſted on an emi- 


nence, and formed a circle round their convoy 


from 
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INTRODUCTION. ui 
© from the preceding night, which order they 
« ſtill retained. Col. BouQUET gate die ions, 
© that two companies of his troops, who had 
© been poſted in the moſt advanced ſituations, 


« ſhould fall with:n the circle; the troops n the 


© tight and left immediately opened their files. and 
© filled np the vacant ſpace, that they might 
© ſcem to cover their retreat. Another company 
* of light infantry, with one of grenadiers, Were 
ordered to he in ambuſcade,”” to ſupport 
© the two firit companies oi grenadiers, who 
© moved on the ieigned retreat, and were in— 
© tended to begin the real attack. "The diſpoſiti- 
© ons were well made, and the plan executed 
without the leaſt confuſioͤn. 

Tut ſavages gave entirely into the ſnare, 
* The thin Ine of troops, which took poſſeſſion 
of the ground which the two companies of light 
* foot had leit, being brought in nearer to the 
© center of the citcle, the barbarians miſtook 
© thoſe motions for a retreat, abandoned the 
woods which covered them, hurried headlong 
© on, and advancing with the moit daring intre- 
* pidity, galled the Engliſh troops with their 
* heavy 
certain ot ſucceſs, they thought themſelves 
maſtets of the camp, the two firſt companies 
made a ſudden turn, and ſallying out from a 
part of the hill, which could not be obſerved, 
* fell furiouſly upon their right flank, | 

Ik ſavages, though they found themſelves 
* diſappointed and expoſed, preſerved their re- 
collection, and reſolutely returned the fire 
which they had received. Then it was the ſu- 
periority of combined ſtrength and diſcipline 
; appeared, On the ſecond charge they could 
no longer ſuſtain the irreſiſtible ſhock of the 
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regular troops, who ruſhing upon them, E lled 
many, and put the reſt to flight. 

* AT the inſtant when the ſavages betook 
themſelves to flight, the other two companies, 
which had been ordered to ſupport the firſt, 
roſe “from the ambuſcade,”” marched to the 
enemy, and gave them their full fire. This ac- 
compliſhed their defeat. The four companies 
now united, did not give them time to look be- 
hind them, but purſued the enemy till they 
were totally diſperſed. 5 

* THe other bodies of the ſavages attempted 
nothing. They were kept in awe during the 


engagement by the reſt of the Britiſh troops, 


who were ſo poſted as to be ready to fall on 
them upon the leaſt motion, Having: been wit- 


neſſes to the defeat cf their companions, with- 
out any effort to ſupport or aſſiſt them, they 


at length followed their example and fled, 

© This judicious and ſucceſsful manœuvre reſ- 
cued the patty from the moſt imminent danger. 
The victory ſecured the field, and cleared all 
the adjacent woods. But ſtill the march was 
ſo difficult, and the army had ſuffered fo much, 
and fo many horſes were loſt, that before they 
were able to proceed, they were reluctantly 
obliged to deftroy ſich part of their convoy of 
proviſions as they could not carry with them 
for want of horſes. Being lightened by this ſa- 
crifice, they proceeded to Buſhy-Run, where 
finding water, they encamped.“ 


Tt enemy loſt about ſixty men on this oc- 


caſion, ſome of them their chief warriors ; which 
they reputed a very ſevere ſtroke. I hey had 
likewiſe many wounded in the purſuit. The 


Engliſh loſt about fifty men and had about fixty 
_ Wounded, p | | 
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INTRODUCTION. 
Tas ſavages, thus ſignally defeated in all their 


attempts to cut off this reinforcement upon its 


march, began te retreat with the. utmoſt pre- 
cipitation to their remote ſettlements, wholly giv- 
ing up their deſigns againſt Fort-Pitt ; at which 
place Col. Bouquet arrived ſafe with his convoy, 
four days after the action; receiving no further 


moleſtation on the road, except a few ſcattered _ 


ſhot from a diſheartened and flying enemy. 

Here the Colonel was obliged to put an end 
to the operations of this campaign, not having a 
ſufficient force to purſue the enemy beyond the 
Ohio and take advantage of the victory obtained 


over them; nor having any reaſon to expect a 
timely reinforcement from the provinces in their 


diſtreſſed ſituation. He was therefore forced to 
content bimſelf with ſupplying Fort-Pitt, and o- 
ther places on the communication, with proviſi- 


ons, ammunition, and ſtores ; ſtationing his ſmall 


army to the beſt advantage he could, againſt 
the approach of winter. 


TRE tranſactions of the ſucceeding campaign, 


will be the ſubject of the following work, and 
we ſhall conclude this introduction, by ſhewing 


the ſenſe which his Majeſty was pleaſed to enter- 


tain, of the conduct and bravery of the officers 
and army, on this trying occaſion, 
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HEean-QuARTERS, NEw-YORK, Jan. 5, 1764. 


( 


( 


c 
cc 
40 
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To. Colonel BoUQUET, 
or officer commanding at F ort-Pitt. 


ORDERS. 


= I'S Majeſty has bean oraciouſly pleaſe? 


to ſignify o the commander i in chief, 


his royal approbation of the conduct and bra- 
very of Col. Bovauer, and the officers and 


troops unde: his command, in the two actions 
of the 5th and oth of Auguſt; in which, not- 


withſtanding the many Circ umſtances of dif- 


ficulty and diſtreſs they laboured under, and 
the unuſual ſpirit and reſolution of the Indians, 


they repelled and defeated the repeated attacks 


of the Savages, and conducted their convoy 
lafe to Fort-P.tt. a 


s Signed Moncrier, 
Major of Biigade.” 
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Hiſtorical ACCOUNT 
= 


COLONEL BGOCUQUET's EXPEDITION 
Againſt the OHIO INDIANS ia the Year 1964, 


N the preceding introdu@ion, ſome account 
21 


upon the frontie s of Peunſylvania, Maryland, 


hath been given of the ſudden, treacheious 
and unrrovoked attack, made by the Indians 


and Virginia, foun alter the | ublication of the 


general Peace, at a time when we were but juſt 
beginning to reſpire ſr m our former ca'amities, 
and looked for an approach of quiet on e ery ſide. 
The principal tranſactions of the campaign 1763 
have likewiſe been briefiy recapitulated, and the 
reader in o med by what means the editor became 
pulicfled of the valuable papers, which have en- 
abied him to bring the hiſtory of this Indian war 
0 a concli fin, and furniſhed the materials of 

the foll wing theets. | 
CoLoNEL B-UQUET, as before mentioned, 
not having a ſufficient number of troops to garri- 
ſun the different poſts, under his command, and 
at the ſame time to croſs the Ghio and tæke ad- 
\aniavge of the dejection into which he had thrown 
the enemy, by the deſeat at Buſhy-Run, was ob- 
1 8 8 liged 
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2 Col. BOUQUET?” s Expedition 


liged to reſtrain his operations to the ſupplying the 
forts with proviſions, animunition and other ne- 
ceſlaries. 

In the execution of this ſervice, he received 
no annoyance from the enemy, for they now ſaw 
themſelves not only forced to give up their de- 
ſigns againſt FokT-PITT ; but, retreating be- 
yond the Ohio, they deſerted their former towns, 
and abandoned all the country between Preſque- 
Iſle and Sanduſki ; not thinking themſelves lafe 
till they arrived at Muſkingam. 


HERE they began to form new ſettlements, 


and remained quiet during the winter, But, in 
the mean time, having ſupplied themſelves with 
powder, &c. from the French traders, {and now 
flattering themſelves that the great diſtance of 
their ſettlements would render them inacceſſible 
to our troops) the enſuing ſpring 1764 preſented 
theſe ſavage enemies atreſh on our frontiers; 
zavaging and murdering with their uſual bar- 


harity. 


To chaſtiſe them for their perfidy, General 
Gage reſolved to attack them on two different 
ſides, and to force them from our frontiers; by 


carrying the war into the heart of their own coun- 


try. With this view, he deſtined a corps ot 
troops to proceed under Col. Bradſtreet, to act 
anainſt the Wiandots, Ottawas, Chipwas and 


other nations, living upon or near the lakes; 


while another corps, under the command of Col. 
Bouquet, ſhould attack the Delawares, Shaw- 
aneſe, Mingoes, Mohickons, and other nations, 


betwcen the Ohio and the lakes. 
THESE two corps were to act in concert; 


and as that of Col. Bradſtreet could be ready 
much ſooner than the other, he was to proceed 


to Detroit, Michilimackinac and other 2 20 
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On his return, he was to encamp and remain at 
Sanduſki, to awe, by that poſition, the nume- 
rous tribes of weſtern Indians, ſo as to prevent 


| their ſending any aſſiſtance to the Ohio Indians, 
while Colonel Bouquet ſhould execute his plan 


of attacking them in the heart of their ſettle- 


ments. ; 
Cor. BovqueT's expedition was to proceed 


_ altogether by land, and was on that account at- 


tended with great difficulties. His men were to 
penet:ate through a continued depth of woods, 
and a ſavage unexplored country; without roads, 


without poſts, and without a retreat if they failed 


of ſucceſs. When once engaged in theſe deſerts, 


they had no convoy, nor any kind of aſſiſtance 


to expect. Every thing was to be carried with 


them—their ammunition, baggage, tools, ſtores, 


and proviſions neceſſary for the troops during the 


whole expedition. And beſides, they were liable 


to many embarraſſments, and difficulties which no 


prudence could foreſee, ſcarce any caution pre- 


vent; ſo that, in this account, ſundry things, 
which, in the uſual method of conducting mili- 
tary operations, might not be thought worthy of 
a detail, may nevertheleſs be found highly ſervi- 
ceable to thoſe who may afterwards be employed 
in this ſpecies of war, which is new to Europeans, 
who muſt ſubmit to be inſtructed in it by expe- 


rience, and in many articles even by the ſavages 
themſelves. 0 


PART of the 42d and Goth regiments were or- 
dered on this expedition, and were to be joined 
by two hundred friendly Indians, and the troops 
Tequired of Virginia and Pennſylvania, The In- 
dians never came, and the Virginians pleaded 
their inability to raiſe men, having already in 
pay about 700 militia for the defence of their own 
| 85 Frontier, 
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4 Col. BOUQUE T's Expedition 
frontier. In Pennſylvania, a bill ſor: raiſing 1000 
men was paſſed May Zoch; but, with the utmoſt 
diligence that could be uſed, the n mber could 
nit be compleated till the beginning of Auguſt. 
Ow the scho that month, the men being aſ- 
ſembled at Carlifle, one hundred and eighteen 
miles to the weſtward ot Pailade Iphia, Governor 
Penn, who had accompanied Col. Bouquet to 
that place, acquainted the two Peanſylvania bat- 


tations with the neceſſity we were laid under of 


chaſtiſing the Indians “ for their repeated and 
+ unprovoked barbarities on ihe inhabitants cf 
*© the Province; 2 juſt reſentment of which, 
* added to a remembrance. of the loy alty and 
courage of our provincial troops on former oc- 
© caltons, he did not doubt, would animate 
© them to do honour to their country; and that 
they could not but hope to be crowned with 
© ſucceſs, as they were to be united with the 
„% ſame re aular troops, and under the fame able 


& commander, who had by themſelves, on that 
„very cay, the memorable 5th of Auguſt in 
<< the pieceding, year, ſuſtained the repeated at- 


{+ tai. xs of the ſavages, and obtained a ge 
% vid ory over them.“ He alſo eminded the 

« f the exemplary pun! :{hmen: s that would b 
© 124 ted on the giievous crime of de Hertion, it 
any of theia were capable of ſo far torgetung 
„ their ſolemn oath and duty to Mel. king ad 
„% country, as to berniolved in it. 

Cor. Bouguer then aſſumed the command 
of the regular and provincial troops 3 an the our 
ſollwing days weite ſpent ia the neceflary prepa- 
rations for their are; the Colonel giving the 
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inhabitants. — He, at the ſame time, made the 
moſt prudent regulations for a ſafe and commodi- 
ous carriage of the baggage, taking care to rid 
himſelf of all unneceſſary incumbrances. 

THe i 3th of Auguſt this ſmall army got to 
Fort Loudoun ; but notwithſtanding all the pre- 
cautions taken to prevent deſertion, the Pennſyl- 
vania troops were now reduced to about 700 
men. The Colonel was therefore under a ne- 


ceflity to apply to the government of that province 


to enable him to compleat their number to the 
full complement z which was generouſly granted 
by a reſolve of the Governor and Commiſſioners 


| Auguſt 16th; and the army advancing now be- 


yond the ſettled parts of Pennſylvania, he made 
application to the colony of Virginia, where (un- 
der the countenance of Governor Fauquier the 
men wanted were ſoon raifed, and joined) the 
army at Pittſburgh, about the latter end of Sep- 
tember. : . 
Nor HING material happened in their match 
from Fort Laudoun to Fort Pitt, (formerly 
Fort Du Queſne) on the Ohio, three hundred 
and twenty miles weſt from Philadelphia ; at 
which place Col. Bouquet arrived the 17th of 
deptember. . | 
DurinG this interval, ſeveral large convoys 
were torwarded under ſtrong eſcorts ; and thiugh 
the enemy continued their ravages all chat time 
on the frontiers, they durft not attack any of 
_ convoys, which all arrived fate at Fort 
itt. | | 
. Wm Col. Bouquet was at Fort Loudoun, 
B, OR dt patches by expreſs from Colonel, 
adttreet, dated fiom Prefq.e-Hle Auguſt 4th 
r him that he (Colonel Btadltreei) had 
-oncluded a Poon I Detlawares and Sha. 


waneſe; 
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waneſe; but Colonel Bouquet perceiving clea:ly 
that they were not ſincere in their intentions, as 
they continued their muiders and depredations, he 
determined to proſecute his plan without remiſi- 
on, till he received further inſtructions from Ge- 
by: neral Gage; who, upon the ſame principles, re— 
__— fuſed to ratify the treaty, and renewed his orders 
to both armies to attack the enemy. 


5 ” 
* 7 a 
2 445 
* * 
* 


that your nations had begged for peace, which 
c he had conſented to grant, upon aſſurance chat 
*© you have recalled all your warriors from our 
* frontiers ; and in conſequence thereof, I would 
„ not have proceeded againſt your towns, if I 
* had not heard that, in open violation ot your 
e engagements, you have ſince murdered ſeveral 
"of of our people. | 

* * As ſoon as the reſt of the army joins me, 


lt ABOUT the time of Colonel Bouquet's arrival 
| at Fort Pitt, ten Indians appeared on the north 
| ſide of the Ohio, deſiring a con'erence ; which 
i ſtraragem the ſavages had made uſe of before, to 
8 obtain intelligence of our numbers and intentions. 
14 Three of the party conſented, though with ap— 
„ parent reluctance, to come over to the Fort; 
AF and as they could give no ſatisfactory reaſon for 
1 their viſit, they were detained as ſpies, and their 
[14 allocates fled back to their towns. 

4 O the 20th of September Colonel Bouquet 
ih ſent one of the above three Indians after them 
45 with a meſſage, in ſubſtance as foilows -“ I have 
5 received an account from Colonel Bradſtreet 


1 © which I expect immediately, I was therefore 
#4 e determined to have attacked you, as a Peop'c 
3 Wvhoſe promiſes can no more be relied on. But 
4 '* I will put it once more in ycur power to ſave 
A, . « yourſelves and your families from total deſtruc- 


"1h e tion, by giving us ſatisfaCtion for the hotline 
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ce qoainſt us. And firſt you are to leave the path 
T open for my expreſſes from hence to Detroit; 


& and as 1 am now to ſend two men with diſ- 


paiches to Colonel Bradſtreet who commands 
©« gn the lekes, I deſire to know whether you 
& will ſend two of your people with them to bring 
© them ſale back with an anſwer? And if they 
« rece:ve any injury eicher in going or coming, 
« or if the letters are taken from them, I will 
immediately put the Indians now in my power 
« to death, and will ſhew no mercy for the tu- 
« ture to any of your nations that ſhall fall into 
„% my hands. I allow you ten days to have my 
©« letters delivered at Detroit, and ten days to 
e bring me back an anſwer,” 

He added ** thar he had lately had it in his pow- 
er, while they remained on the other fide of 
„the river, to have put their whole party to 
„ death, which puniſhment they had deſerved 
„ by their former treachery ; and that if they 
did not improve the clemency now offered to 
* them, by returning back as ſoon as poſſible 
is with all their priſoners, they might expect to 
* fee] the full weight of a juſt vengeance and 
* reſentment.''— | 

We have been the more particular in our ac- 
count cf this firſt tranſaction with the Indians; 
becauſe the Colunel's firm and determined con- 
duct in opening the campaign, had happy effects 
in the proſecution cf it, and ſhews by what me- 
chods theſe faichleſs ſavages are to be beſt reduced 
to reaſon... 1 

Ox the 1ſt of October, two of the Six Nation 
tribes, an Onondago and Oncida Indian, came 
to Fort Pitt, and under colour of our ancient 
ilencſhip with them, and their pretenced regard 
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8 Col. BOUQUE T' s Expedition 
to the Engliſh, endeavoured to diſſuade the Co- 
tone] from proceeding with the army, They told 
him that his force was not ſufficient to withſtand 
the power of the numerous nations through whoſe 
countries he was to paſs, and aſſured him that if 
he would wait a little, they would all come and 
make peace with him ; at the ſame time recom- 
mending it particularly to him to ſend back the 
two Indians detained as ſpies. Theſe little arts 
being clearly made uſe of to ſpin out the ſeaſon 
till the approach of winter ſhould render it impo- 
ſſible to proceed, they made but little impreſſion. 
He told them that he could not depend on the 


_ promiſes of the Delawares and Shawaneſe; and 


was determined to proceed to Tuſcarowas, where, 


if they had any thing to fay, he would hear 


them. 5 | „ 
Id the mean time, he was uſing the utmoſt 


diligence to prepare for his march, and was oblig- 


ed to enforce the ſevereſt diſcipline. One woman 


belonging to each corps, and two nurſes for the 


general hoſpital, were all that were permitted to 


follow the army. The other women in the camp, 
and thoſe unneceflary in the garriſon, were or- 


dered immediately down the country into the 
ſettlements. Two ſoldiers were ſhot for deſerti- 
on; an example which became abſolutely neceſſary 
to ſuppreſs a crime which, in ſuch an expediti- 
on, would have been attended with fatal conſe- 
quences, by weakening an army already too 
imall. | | 
CoLontL BovquUErT, having at length, with 


great difficulty, collected his troops, formed his 


magazines, and provided for the ſafety of the poſis 
he was to leave behind him, was ready on the 2d 


of October to proceed from Fort Pitt, with 15 
i: 1 


„‚l•ñĨi.. 8 
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1500 men, including drivers and other neceſſary 
followers of the army. 

Tax Colonel, expreſſing the greateſt confi - 
dence in the bravery of the troops, told them, 
“he did not doubt but this war would ſoon be 
ended, under God, to their own honor, and 
the future ſafety of their country, provided the 
men were ſtrictly obedient to orders, and guard- 
ed againſt the ſurprizes and ſudden attacks of 
a treacherous enemy, who never dared to face 
Britiſh troops in any open fieid ; that the diſ- 
tance of the enemy's towns, and the clearing 
roads to them, muſt neceſſar.ly require a con- 
ſiderable time; that the troops in thoſe deſerts, 
had no other ſupplies to expect but the ammu- 
nition and provitions they carried Wich them; 
and that therefore the utmoſt care and frugality 
would be neceſſary in the uſe of them.“ He 
publiſhed the ſeveral penalties againſt thoſe who 
ſhould be found guilty of ſtealing or embezzling 
any part of them, and ordered his march in the 
following manner. — 85 

A corps of Virginia * volunteers advanced 
before the whole; detaching three ſcouting par- 
ties. One of them, furniſhed with a guide, march- 
& in the center path, which the army was to 
follow. The other two extended themſelves in 
a line a-breaſt, on the right and left of the afore- 
lad party, to reconnoitre the woods. 

-NDER cover of this corps, the ax-men, con- 
g of all the artificers, and two companies of 

18 t infantry, followed in three diviſions, under 
the direction of the chief engineer, to clear three 
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E ny were the men raiſed in Virginia to com- 
I 7 1 e Pennſylyania troops, and were in the pay 
He laſt mentioned province, 
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different paths, in which the troops and the con- 
voy followed, viz.— 

THe front-iace of the ſquare, compoſed of 
part of the 42d regiment, marched in a column, 


two deep, in the center path. 


THE right face of the ſquare, compoſed of the 
remainder of the 4:d and of the 6eth regiment. 
maiched in a fingle file in the right-hand path, 

THz firſt battalion of Pennſylvanians compoſed 
the leſt face, marching in like manner in the path 


to the leit oi the center. 


THE corps de reſerve, compoſed of two pla- 
toons of grenad:ers, followed the right and left 
faces of the ſquare. | : 

THE 2d battalion of Pennſylvanians formed the 
rear face of the ſquare, and fellowed the corps de 
reſerve, each in a ſingle file on the right and leſt. 


hand paths; all theſe troops covering the convoy, 


which moved in the center path. | 
A PARTY of light horſe-men marched behind 
the rear-face of the ſquare, followed by another 
corps of Virginia volunteers, forming the rear- 
guard, 5 | 2 
THe Pennſylvania volunteers, dividing them- 
ſelves equally, and marching in a ſingle file, at a 
proper diſtance, flanked the right and left faces of 
me ſquare; EE Tr, 85 
THis was the general order of march. Nor 
was leſs attention paid to particular matters of a 
ſubordinate nature. The ammunition and tovls 
were placed in the rear of the firſt column, or 
front face of the ſquare, followed by the officers 
baggage, and tents. The oxen and ſheep came 
after the baggage, in ſeparate droves, propels 
guarded, The proviſions came next to the 5 
gage, in four diviſions, or brigades of pack-hor1es, 
each conducted by a horſe maſter. EY 


* 
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Tut troops were ordered to obſerve the moſt ad ; 
profound ſilence, and the men to march at two Ws. 
yards diſtance from one another, When the 1 
line or any part of it halted, the whole were to 
face outwards; and if attacked on their march, 1 
they were to halt immediately, ready to form the 4 
ſquare when ordered. The light horſe were then "0 
to march into the ſquare, with the cattle, provi- 
ſions, ammunition and baggage. Proper diſpolt- 
tions were likewiſe made in caſe of an attack in 
the night; and for encampments, guards, com- 
munications between the centries, ſignals, and the 
nuke 5 . | 
THINGs being thus ſettled, the army decamp- 
ed from Fort-Pitt on Wedneſday October 3d, 
and marched about one mile and an half over 
a rich level country, with ſtately timber, to 
camp No. 2. a ftrong piece of ground, pleaſant- 
ly fituated, with plenty of water and foud for 
cattle, | 5 | 
TryursDay Odrtober 4th, having proceeded 
about two miles, they caine to the Ohio, at the 
beginning of the narrows, and from thence fol- 
lowed the courſe ol the river along a flat gravelly 
beech, about fix miles and a quarter; with two 
iſlands on their left, the lowermoſt about ſix miles 
long, with a riſing ground running acroſs, and 
gently ſloping on both ſides to its banks, which 
are high and upright. At the lower end of this 
Hand, the army left the river, marching through 
good land, broken with ſmall hollows to camp 
| No. 3; this day's march being nine miles and a 
quarter, — 5 
FRI BAY O ober Sth. In this day's march 
the army paſſed through Loggs-towns, ſituated 
ſeventeen miles and an half, flity ſeven perches, 
5 by the path, from Fort-Pitt. This place was 
2 B 4 noted 
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noted before the laſt war for the great trade car” 


ried on there by the Engliſh and French; but its 


inhabitants, the Shawaneſe and Delawares, aban- 
doned it in the year 1750, The lower town ex- 
tended about ſixty perches over a rich bottom to 
the foot of a low ſteep-ridge, on the ſummit of 


which, near the declivity, ſtood the upper town, 


commanding a moſt agreeable proſpe& over the 


lower, and quite acroſs the Ohio, which is about 
500 yards wide here, and by its majeſtic eaſy 


current adds much to the beauty of the place, 
Proceeding beyond Long's-town, through a fine 
country, interſperſed with hills and rich valleys, 
watered by many ivulets, and covered with ſtate- 
ly timber, they came to camp No. 4; on a level 
piece of ground, with a thicket in the rear, a 
ſmall precipice round the front, with a run of 


Water at the foot, and good food for caitle. This 


day's march was nine miles, one half, and fiſty 

three perches. 
SATURDAY Odober 6th, at about three miles 

diſtance from this camp, they came again to the 


Ohio, purſuing its courſe half a mile farther, and 


then turning off, over a ſteep ridge, they croſſed 


Big Beaver-creek, which is twenty perches wide, 


the ford ſtony and pretty deep. It runs through 
a rich vale, with a pretty ſtrong current, its banks 
high, the upland adjoining it very good, the tim- 
ber tall and young.———About a mile below 


its confluence with the Ohio, ſtood formerly a 


large town, on a ſteep bank, built by the French 
of ſquare logs, with ſtone chimneys, for ſome of 
the Shawaneſe, Delaware and Mingo tribes, who 
abandoned it in the year 1758, when the French 
deſerted Fort Du Queſne. Near the fording of 
Beaver-creek alſo ſtood about ſeven houſes, which 


were deſerted and deſtroyed by the Indians, ns 
their 
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their defeat at Buſhy-run, when they forſook all 
their remaining ſettlements in this part of the 
country, as has been mentioned above. | 
ABOUT two miles before the army came to 
Beaver-creek, one of our people who had been 
made priſener by ſix Delawares about a week be- 
fore, near Fort Bedford, having made his eſcape 
from them, came and informed the Colonel that 
theſe Indians had the day before fallen in with the 
army, but kept themſelves concealed, being ſur- 
priſed at our numbers. I' miles beyond Bea- 
ver-creek, by two ſmall ſprings, was ſeen the 
{cull of a child, that had been fixed on a pole by 
the Indians. The Tracts of 15 Indians were this 
day diſcovered. The camp No. 5 is ſeven miles 
one quarter and fifty ſeven perches from big Bea- 
ver-creek ; the whole march of this day being a- 
bout twelve miles. | 
SUNDAY 7th October, paſſing a hich ridge, 
they had a fine proſpect of an extenſive country 
to the right, which in general appeared level, 
with abundance of tall timber. The camp No. 6 
lies at the foot of a ſteep deſcent, in a rich valley, 
on a ſtrong ground, three ſides thereof ſurrounded 
by a hollew, and on the fourth fide a ſmall hill, 
which was occupied by a detached guard. This 
day 's march was fix miles ſixty- ive perth-s. 
MoxpDAay 8th October, the army croſſed little 
Beaver-creek, and one of its branches. This 
creek is eight perches wide, with a good ford, 
the country about it interſperſed with hills, rivu- 
lets and rich valleys, like that deſcribed above. 
Camp No. 7 lies by a ſmall run on the fide of a 
bil, commanding the ground about it, and is 
diſtant eleven miles one quarter and forty nine 
perches from the laſt encampment, 1 555 
| B 5 TukDAr 


. 


rer 


— - 
— — — 


710 


L 
MG 


1 Col. BOUQUET's Expedition 


TogspAY Ottober gth. In this day's march, 
the path divided into two branches, that to the 
ſouthweſt leading to the lower towns upon the 
Muſkingam. In the ſorks of the path ſtand ſeve- 


ral trees painted by the Indians, in a hieroglyphic 


manner, denoting the number of wars in which 
they have been engaged, and the particulars of 
their ſucceſs in priſcners ard ſcalps. The camp 
No. 8. lies on a run, and leu el piece of ground, 
with Yellow-cieeKk cloſe on the left, and a riſing 
ground near the rear of the right face. I'he path 


after the army left the foiks was ſo bruſhy and 
entangled, that they were obliged to cut all the 


way before them, and alſo to lay ſeveral bridges, 
in order to make it paſſable for the horſes; ſo 
that this day they proceeded only five miles, three 
quarters and ſeventy perches. Eel 

WEDNESDAY Ioth. Marched one mile with 


 Yellow-creek on the left at a ſmall diſtance al! 


the way, and croſſed it at a good ford fifty feet 
wide; proceeding through an alternate ſucceſſion 
ef ſmall hil's and rich vales, finely watered with 
rivulets, to camp No. 9. ſeven miles and fixty 
perches in the whole. Tat 

THURSDAY 11th. Croſſed a branch of Muſk- 
ingam river about fifty feet wide, the country 
much the ſame as that deſcribed above, difcover- 
ing a good deal of free ſtone. The camp No. 10. 
had this branch of the river parallel to its leſt 
face, and lies ten miles one quarter and fort) 
perches from the former encampment. 

FRI DAY 12th, Keeping the aforeſaid creek on 
their leſt, they marched through much fine land, 
watered with ſmall rivers and ſprings; proceed. 
ing likewiſe through ſeveral ſavannahs or cleared 
ſpots, which are by nature extremely beautiful; 


the ſecond which they paſſed being, in parents 
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one continued plain of near two miles, with à 


- 


fine riſing. ground forming a ſemicircle round the 


right hand fide, and a pleaſant ſtream of water 


at about a quarter of a mile diſtant on the left. 
he camp No. 11. has the abovementioned 


branch of Muſkingam on the left, and is diſtant 


ten miles and three quarters from the laſt en- 
campment. | 

 SaTURDAY 13th. Croſſed Nemenſhehelas 
creek, about fifty feet wide, a little above where 


it empties itſelf into the aforeſaid branch of Muſæ- 
ingam, having in their way a pleaſant proſpect 
ever a large plain, for near two miles on the left. 


A little further, they came to another ſmall river 
which they croſſed ab ut fifty peiches above 
where it empties into the ſaid branch of Muſk- 
ingam. Here a high ridge on the right, and the 
creek cloſe on the left, form a narrow defile-about 


ſeventy perches long. Paſſing afterwards 'over a 


very tich bottom, they came to the main branch 
o Muſkingam, about ſeventy yards wide, with a 
good ford. A little below and above the forks of 
this river is Tuſcarowas, a place exceedingly 
beautiful by ſituation, the lands rich on both ſides 
of the river ; the country on the north-weſt fide 
being an entire level plain, upwards of five miles 
in circumference: From the ruined houſes ap- 
pearing here, the Indians who inhabited the place 
and are now with the Delawares, are ſuppoſed 
to have had about one hundied and fifty warriors. 


This camp No. 12. is diſtant eight miles nineteen. 


perches from the former, 
SUNDAY 14th. "The army remained in camp ; 


and -o men who had been diſpatched by Colo- 


nel Bouquet from Furt-Pitt, with letters for Co- 
lonel Bradſtreet, returned and rep-rted ? — 


cc had 


That, within a few miles of this. place, they 
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had been made priſoners by the Delawares, 
and carried to one of their towns fixteen miles 
from hence, where they were kept, till the 
** ſavages, knowing of the arrival of the army 
here, ſet them at liberty, ordering them to 
_ © acquaint the Colonel that the head men of the 
«© Delawares and Shawaneſe were coming as ſoon 
as poſſible to treat of peace with them.“ | 
 Monvay 15th. The army moved two miles 
forty perches further down the Muſkingam to 
camp No. 13, ſituated on a very high bank, with 
the river at the foot of it, which is upwards of 
100 yards wide at this place, with a fine level 
country at ſome diſtance from its banks, produc- 
ing ſtately timber, free from underwood, and 
plenty of food for cattle. | e 
TEE day following, ſix Indians came to inform 
the Colonel that all their chiefs were aſſembled a- 
bout eight miles from the camp, and were ready 
to treat with him of peace, which they were ear- 
neſtly defirous of obtaining. He returned for an- 
ſwer that he would meet them the next day in a 
bower at ſome diſtance from the camp. In the 
mean time, he ordered a ſmall ſtockaded fort to 
be built to depoſite proviſions for the uſe of the 
troops on their return; and to lighten the con- 
voy. | 8 
As ſeveral large bodies of Indians were now 
within a few miles of the camp, whoſe former 
inſtances of treachery, although they now de- 
clared they came for peace, made it prudent to 
truſt nothing to their intentions, the ſtricteſt or- 
ders were repeated to prevent a ſurpriſe. 
'W+eDpNESDAY 1jth. The Colonel, with 
moſt of the regular troops, Virginia volunteers 
and light horſe, marched from the camp to ihe 
bower ere &ed forthe congreſs: And ſoon * 


A 
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the troops were ſtationed, ſo as to appear to the 
beſt advantage, the Indians arrived, and were 
condu Red to the bower. Being ſeated, they be- 
gan, in a ſhort time, to ſmoak their pipe or ca- 
lumet, agreeable to their cuſtom. This ceremony 
being over, their ſpeakers laid down their pipes, 
and opened their pouches, wherein were their 
ſtrings and belts of wampum. The Iudians pre- 
{ent were, 


 Seng&As. |DELAWAREs. | SHAWANESE, 
| Kiyathuta, chief Cuſtalogo, chief Keiſſinautchtha, 
BE... ſof the Wolfe- a chief, 
15 wartiors. tribe, Beaver, and 6 warriors. 
+ [chief of the T ur- 
ky-tribe, with 
20 warriors. | 


Kiyaſhuta, Turtle Heart, Cuſtaloga and Beaver, 
were the ſpeakers. 

THe general ſubſtance of what they had te 
offer, conſiſted in excuſes for their late treachery 
and miſconduQ, throwing the blame on the raſh- 
neſs of their young men and the nations living to 
the weſtward of them, ſuing for peace in the 
moſt abject manner, and promiſing ſeverally to 
deliver up all their priſoners. After they had 
concluded, the Colonel promiſed to give them an 
anſwer the next day, and then diſmiſſed them, 
the army returning to the camp. — The badneſs 

of the weather, however, prevented his meeting 
them again till the 20th, when he ſpoke to them 
in ſubſtance as follows, viz. ; 
© THAT their pretences to palliate their guilt 

** by throwing the blame on the weſtern nations, 
and the raſhneſs of their young men, were 
* weak and frivolous,” as it was in our power to 
have 
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have protected them againſt all theſe nations, 
if they had ſolicited our aſſiſtance, and that 


dit was their own duty to have chaſtiſed their 
** young men when they did wrong, and not 
2) 


to ſuffer themſelves to be direted by them.” 

He recapitulated to them many inſtances of 
their former perhdy—** their killing or captivat- 
ing the traders who had been ſent amony them 
* at their own requeſt, and piundering their ef— 
„ fects; — their attacking. Fort-Pitt, which had 
Co 
** murdering four men that had been ſent on a 
public meſſage to them, thereby violating the 
** cuſt:ms held ſacred among all nations, how 


© ever barbarous z — ther attacking che King's 
troops laſt year in the woods, and after being 


% defeated in that attempt, falling upon our fron- 
„tiers, where they had continued to murder 
% Hur people to this day, &c.'*— 


Hx told them how reacheroufly they had vio- 


lated even their late engagements with Colonel 
Braditreet, to whom they had.promiſed to deliver 
up their priſoners by the loch of September laſt, 


and to recall all their warriors from the frontiers, 


which they had been fo far from complying with, 
that the priſoners {till remained in their cuitody, 
and ſome of their people were eren now continu- 
ing their depredations; adding, that theſe things 
which, he had mentioned, were only “ a ſmall 
ce part of their numberleſs murders and breaches 


of faith 3; and that their conduct had always 


c been equally perfidious.- You have, ſaid he, 
« promiſed at every former treaty, as you do 
« now, that you would deliver up all your pri— 
«© ſoners, and have received every time, on chat 


#© account, conſiderable preſents, but have never 


% complied with that or any other e 
. « Tan 


been built with their exprefs conſent ; their 
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am now to tell you, therefore, that we will 
be no longer impoſed upon by your promiſes. 
This army ſhall not leave your country wll 
you have fully complied with every condition 
that is to precede my treaty with you. 

© [HAVE brought with me the relations of 
the people you have maſſacred, or taken pri- 
ſoners. They are imp a ient for revenge; and 


it is with great difficulty that I can protect vou 


againſt their juſt 1eſentment, which 1s only 
reſtrained by the aſſ f rances given them, that 
no peace ſhall ever be concluded till you have 


given us full ſatisfaction.” — 
„ Your former aliies, the Ottawas, Chip- 


was, Wyandots, and others, have made their 
peace with us. The Six Nations have joined 


us againft you. We now ſurround you, hav- 


ing poſſeſſion of all the waters of the Ohio, 
the Miſſiſippi, the Miamis, and the lakes. 
All the French living in thoſe parts are now 
ſubjects to the king of Great-Britain, and dare 
no longer aſſiſt you. It is therefore in our 
power totally to extirpate you from being a 
people — But the Engliſh are a merciful and 
generous nation, averſe to ſhed the blood, even 
of their moſt cruel enemies; and if it was 


poſſible that you could convince us, that you 


ſincerely repent of your paſt perfidy, and that 
we could depend on your good behaviour for 
the future, you might yet hope for mercy and 


peace —— If I find that you faithiully execute 
the following preliminary conditions, I will 
not treat you with the ſeverity you deſerve. 


** I Give you twelve days from this date to 
deliver into my hands at Wakatamake all the 
priſoners in your poſſeſſion, without any ex- 
ception; Engliſhmen, Frenchmen, women 


and 
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28 Col. BOUQUE T's Expedition 
and children; whether adopted in your tribe, 
married, or living amongſt you under any de- 
nomination and pretence whatſoever, together 
with all negroes. And you are to furniſh the 
ſaid priſoners with cloathing, proviſions, and 
horſes, to carry them to Fort Pitt. 


© WHEN you have fully complied with theſe 
£6 


you may obtain the peace you ſue for.“ — 


cc 
I 
60 
cc 
40 


Ca 


TIs ſpeech made an impreſſion on the minds 


of the ſavages, which, it is hoped, will not ſon 
be eradicated. "Ihe firm and determined ſpirit 
with which the Colonel delivered himſelf, their 


conſciouſneſs of the aggravated injuries they bad 


done us, and the view of the ſame commander 
and army that had fo ſeverely chaſtiſed them at 


Buſhy-Run the preceding year, now advanced in- 


to the very heart of their remote ſettlements, af- 
ter penetrating through wilderneſtes which they 
Had deemed impaſſable by regular troops ——all 


theſe things contributed to bend the haughty 


temper of the ſavages to the loweſt degree of 
abaſement; ſo that even their ſpeeches ſeem to 
exhibit but few ſpecimens of that ſtrong and fe- 


rocious eloquence, which their inflexible ſpirit of 


independency has on former occaſions inſpired. 
And though it is not to be doubted, if an oppor- 
tunity had offered, but they would have fallen 


upon our army with their ufual flerceneſs, yet 


when they faw the vigilance and ſpirit of our 
troops were ſuch, that they could neither be at- 
tacked nor furprized with any proſpect of ſuccels, 
their ſpirits ſeemed to revolt ' from the one ex- 
treme of inſolent boldneſs, to the other of abject 
timidity. And happy will it be for them and for 
us, if the inſtances of our humanity and metc), 
which they experienced in chat critical Tees, 


conditions, you ſhall then know on what terms 


Py EY ROS Bot mens 
DS as N 


4 5 - * 7 
3 
7 FEST 


* ä * taint Naa 

A e 3 . 9 ts 1 
3 9 N 5 3 3 5 e ONE. r * 5 
. . ĩ¾ ! ] ̃ , ¾—q½,Äw RAE. + 


n 


0 
LS OREN 
RI 


i 
* 
LH 
+ 
Y 
4 
* 


. ER % þ Fr AE Art WE Fd 


W 


Againſt the OHIO INDIANS, 1764. 21 


ſhall make as laſting impreſſions on their ſavage 


1 diſpoſitions, as it- is believed the inſtances of our 


bravery and power have done; ſo that they may 
come to unite, with their fear of the latter, a 
love of the former ; and have their minds gradu- 


ally opened, by ſuch examples, to the mild dic- 


tates of peace and civility, Tor 
THE reader, it is to be hoped, will readily 


excuſe this digreſlion, if it ſhould be thought one. 


I now reſume our narrative. The two Delaware 
chiefs, at the cloſe of their ſpeech on the 1 7th, 


delivered eighteen white priſoners, and eighty- 


three ſmall ſticks, exprefling the number of other 


priſoners which they had in their poſſeſſion, and 


promiſed to bring in as ſoon as poſſible. None of 


the Shawaneſe Kings appeared at the congreſs, 


and Keiſſinautchtha their deputy declined ſpeak- 
ing until the Colonel had anſwered the Dela- 
wares, and then with a dejected ſullenneſs he 
promiſed, in behalf of his nation, that they would 
ſubmit to the terms preſcribed to the other tribes, 
Tat Colonel, however, determined to march 
farther into their country, knowing that the pre- 
ſence of his army would be the beſt ſecurity for 
the performance of their promiſes z and required 
ſome of each nation to attend him in his march. 
KiYASHUTA addreſſed the ſeveral nations, 


before their departure, “ defiring them to be 


** ſtrong in complying with their engagements, 


that they might wipe away the reproach of 
their former breach of faith, and convince 
their brothers the Engliſh that they could 
ſpeak the truth; adding that he would con- 
duct the army to the place appointed for re- 


| ** ceiving the priſoners.” 


Moxpay Ottober 22d. The army attended 
by the Indian deputies, marched nine miles to 
| camp 


r 


1 — —— — 


a 


18 
5 
5 
5 
72 
4 
2 
7 * 
i 
* 
7 
7 
at 
* 
5 
x 
194 
* 
14 
5 
4 
Wt 
fi 
i 
" 
«4 
N 
[ 
3} 
5 
it 
"i 
4 


— 


2 


5 


2 - — * - * 2 
= g 5 — 4 * * 2 — 2 — > * = = 
- - r n — * a - * 1 = q — — by . — 
/ nd; . = 9 3 > _ IIS INES $ — - 
2 ae A r . . = p — 1 7 + de, 
n 


— 2,95 2% 
— l = 
5 AS ITAT, 
— 7 So 
— 


* 
4 l 
1 i 
7 8 
ey 
if ; 
fl 
& 
þ 1 
7 1 
. 
1 9 
. + 1% 
& i 
„ E 
-, = 
, 35 
1% TH 
' k 3 
þ 
WH, 
? 
1A 
1 
& 4 4 
l 1 
TT { 
b of 
7 14 
ot 
1 
1 4 
5 | F 
138" 8 
W 
* 
AT 
& 
1 
BE : 
"T 74 
TR 4 
347 - 
9 
5 
dt 
* 
. 1 
54 
„% 
4 
i 
TH i 
May d 
40 
f ; 
1 
1, 
" 74 
" 71.8 * 
18 
+ * — 
1975 4: 
, 117248 
f 4 
ws „5 
| ' + 2884 
1 145 
q . 
1 2 * . 
, 2 
i 4 
7 t . 
0 34 
i 
1 19 & 
1 
F 4s F. 
4 
1 
f of : 
„ 
= +8 * 
\, RR 
. » 
3 » 
IN 5 F 
WF 
. 
6277 x 
r 
4 
4.8: 1 
þ 1 75 
1 
1 1 
1 4 
1 1 it - 
= 7645 
' © TT 
„ $5 
* 358 
[4 _—-— + 
7 
| 
jay « re 
# 4 
'F ? 
4. 11 8 
no 
A' FX 
r of 
1 
r 
7 „ . 
i TIM 
1 
„ 
1 +439 
„ 
. 
pl Feb 
» 3% q 
. f * | 
0 
. 
1X86 
1 
i, 1 7 b . 
* $7 
=. 
1 X 
15 % - 
- wi 1 
„ 
1 
14 
. 
15 
13.48 
1 ] 
1 : 
£43 
Web + 
7.90 
i 
1 
1 
1 
ip $1 
4 "rs j 
wr 
4 
' i 
ATE 
1 42 
11. 
1 
= 7 N 
”" i849 S 
17 10 I 
4 
3. 
1:50 
p $i 
id [2 
'T U 1 
L 4 
{5 ? 
: * 
„ 
of 
gi 1 — 
147 
SHAMS - 
* 905 
975 
ry 3.4 
FEW 
3 - 
AS: 
1 
i 
* 
"3% 
T8 4 
: 
8 | 
95 
* 
11 
7 
x] 
: 
£C 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
17 5 
$45 
34.90 * : 
ES 
_—_ 
4 1 
"A. 
a, 4 
n Tk 
: 
* 
4 : 
4 n 


42 Col. BO U QUET's Expedition: 


camp No. 14. croſſing Margaret's creek about 


fifty feet wide — The day following, they pro- 
cecded ſixteen miles one quarter and ſeventy ſe- 
ven perches farther to camp No. 15. and ha ted 
the e one day. NV . 

THurspay 25th. They marched ſix mies, 
one half and ſixteen perches to camp No. 1b. 
ſituated within a mile of the Forks of Muſkingam; 
and this place was fixed upon inſtead of Wakau- 
tamike, as the moſt central and convenient place 
to receive the priſoners; for the principal Indian 
towns now lay round them, diſtant rom ſeven 
to twenty miles; excepting only the lower oha- 
waneſe town ſituated on Scioto river, which was: 
about eighty miles; ſo that from this place the 
army had it in their power to awe all the enemy's 
ſettlements and deſtroy their towns, if they ſhould 
not punctually fulfil the engagements they had 
entered into. Four redoubts - were built here 
oppoſite to the four angles of the camp; the 
ground in the tront was cleared, a ſtore houſe for 
the proviſions erected, and hkewiſe a houſe to re- 
ceive, and treat of peace with, the Indians, when 
they ſhould return. Three houſes with ſeparate 
apartments were alſo raiſed for the reception of 
the captives of the reſpettive provinces, and pro- 
per officers - appointed to take charge of them, 
wich a matron to attend the women and children; 
ſo that with the officers meſs houſes, ovens, Nc, 
this camp had the appearance of a little town in 
which the greateſt order and regularity were ob- 
ſerved. 1 

Ox Saturday 27th. A meſſenger arrived from 
king Cuſtaloga, iniorming that he was on his wa) 
with his priſoners, and alſo a meſſenger from the 
lower Shawaneſe towns of the- like import. The 


Colonel however, having no reaſon to 77 
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the latter nation of backwardneſs, ſent one of 
their own people, deſiring them—** to be punc- 
e tualas to the time fixed; to provide a ſufficient 
% quantity of proviſions to ſubſiſt the priſoners ; 
{© to bring the letters wrote to him laſt winter by 
© the French commandant at Foit Charters, 
„ which ſome of their people had ſtopped ever 
6 fince;” adding that, as their nation had ex- 
e preſſed ſome uneaſineſs at our not ſhaking 
„hands with them, they were to know that 
* the Engliſh never took their enemies by the 
hand, before peace was finally concluded.“ 
THe day following, the Shawaneſe meſſenger 
returned, ſaying that when he had proceeded as 
tar as Wakautamike, the chief of that town un- 
dertook to proceed with the meſſage himſelf, 
and deſired the other to return and acquaint the 
Engliſh that all his priſoners were realy, and he 
was going to the lower towns to haſten theirs, 
OCToBER 28th. Peter the Caughnawaga chief, 
and twenty Indians of that nation arrived from 
Sanduſki, with a letter fom Colonel Bradſtreet, 
in anſwer to one which Colonel Bouquet had ſent 
to him from Fort-Pitt, by two of the Indians who 
ficſt ſpoke to him in favour of the Shawaneſe, as 
hath been already mentioned. The ſubſtance of 
Colonel Bradſtreet's letter was that he had ſet- 
* tled nothing with the Shawaneſe and Dela- 
** wares, nor received any priſoners from them. 
“ — That he had acquainted all the Indian nati- 


** Ons, as far as the Ilinois, the bay, &c. with 


Lag 


the inſtructions he had received from General 


Gage, reſpeCting the peace he had lately made; 
that he had been in Sanduſki-lake and up the 
8 river, as far as navigable for Indian canoes, 
. for near a month ; but that he found it im- 
* Pollidle to ſtay longer in theſe paits; abſolute 
neceſſity 
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** neceſſity obliging him to turn off the other 


«6 way,” &c. | 
CoLontr BRADSTREET, without doubt, 
did all which circumſtances would permit, in his 
department; but his not being able to remain at 
Sanduſki agreeable to the original plan, till mat- 
ters were Bal ſettled with the Ohio Indians, 


would have been / an unfavourable incident, if Co- 


lonel Bouquet had not now had the chiefs of 
ſundry tribes with him, and was ſo far advanced 
into the Indian country, that they thought it ad- 
viſeable to ſubmit to the conditions impoſed upon 


Tux Caughnawagas reported that the Indians 
on the lakes had delivered but few of their priſo- 


ners; that the Ottawas had killed a great part of 


theirs, and the other nations had either done the 
fame, or elſe kept them, 5 0 

FROM this time to November gth, was chiefly 
ſpent in ſending and receiving meſſages to and from 
the Ind an towns, relative to the priſoners, who 
were now coming into the camp one day after a- 
nother in ſmall parties, as the different nations 
arrived in whoſe poſſeſſion they had been, The 


Colonel kept ſo ſtedfaſtly to this article of having 


every priſoner delivered, that. when the Dclaware 
kings, Beaver and Cuftaloga, had brought in all 


theirs except twelve, which they promiſed to 
bring in a few days, he refuſed to ſhake hands or 


have the leaſt talk with them, while a ſingle cap- 
tive remained ameng them, 


By 
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By the qth of November, moſt of the priſo- 
ners were arrived that could be expected this ſea- 


ſon, amounting to 206 * in the whole; beſides 
about 100 more in poſſeſſion of the Shawaneſe, 


which they promiſed to deliver the following 


ſpring. Mr. Smallman, formerly a major in the 
Pennſylvania troops, who had been taken Jaſt 
ſummer near Detroit by the Wyandots, and de- 
livered to the Shawaneſe, was among the number 
of thoſe whom they now brought in, and inform- 
ed the Colonel that the reaſon of their not bring- 
ing the remainder of their priſoners, was that 
many of their principal men, to whom they be- 
longed, were gone to trade with the French, and 
would not return for ſix weeks; but that every 
one of their nation who were at home, had either 
brought or ſent theirs. He further ſaid that, on 
the army's firſt coming into the country, it had 
been reported among the Shawaneſe that our in- 
tention was to deſtroy them all, on which they 
had reſolved to kill their priſoners and fight us; 
that a French trader who was with them, and had 


this reſolution; but that, happily for the poor 
captives, juſt as the Shawaneſe were preparing 
to execute this tragedy, they received the Colo- 
nel's meſſage, informing them that his intentions 
were only to receive the priſoners and to make 


peace with them on the ſame terms he ſhould give 
to the Delawares. „ 


* Virginians . . . . Males, 2 


4. 
Females and Chi'dren, 58 
Pennſylvanians, Males, | 9 


E 4 
Females and Children, 67 
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many barrels of powder and ball, made them a 
preſent of the whole, as ſoon as they had come to 
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ON this inte ligence they ſuſpended their crvel 
purpoſe, and began to collect as many of the pi 
foners as they had power to deliver ; but hearing 
immediately afterwards that one of our ſoldiers 
had been killed near the camp at Muſkinzham, 
and that ſome of their nation were ſuſpected as 
guilty of the murder, they again imayined they 
would fail under our reſentment, and therefore 
determined once more to ſtand out againſt us, 
For which purpoſe, after having brought their 


priſoners as far as Wakautamike, where they 


| heard this news, they collected them all into a 
field, and were going to kill them, when a ſecond 
expreſs providentially arrived fiom Colonel Bou— 
quet, who aſſured them that their nation was not 


even ſuſpected of having any concern in the afore- 


ſaid murder; upon which they proceeded to the 
.camp to deliver up the captives, who had thus 
twice ſo narrowly ef.aped becoming the victims 
of their barbarity. 
On Friday, November gth, the Colonel, a- 
tended by moſt of the principal officets, went to 
the conference-houſe. The Senecas and Delz- 
wWatres were firſt tteated with. Kiyaſhuta and ten 
warrio's repreſented the former. Cuſtaloga and 
twenty warriots the latter. 
 KiyasHUTA ſpoke—** With this ſtring of 
„ wampum, we wipe the tears from your eyts 
„Eve deliver you theſe three priſoners, which 
< arethe laſt of your fleſh and blood that remain- 
% ed among the Senecas and Cuſtaloga's tribe l 
„ Dclavwares, we gather together and bury with 
e this belt + all the hones of the people that have 
+© been killed during this unhappy war, whicl 


+ A belt or ſtring is always delivered when thus 


ment ned, : 
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the Evil Spirit occaſioned among us. We co- 
ver the bones that have been buried, that they 
may be never more remembered— We again 
cover their place with leaves that it may be no 
more ſeen, —As we have been long aftray, and 
the path between you and us ſtopped, we ex- 
tend this belt that it may be again cleared, and 
we may t avel in peace to ſee our brethren as 
our anceſtors formerly did. While you nold 
it faſt by one end, and we by the other, we 
„ ſhall always be able to diſcover any thing that 
„may diſturb our friendſhip.“ — 

THE Colonel anſwered that“ he had heard 
* them with pleaſure; that he received theſe 
three Jaſt priſoners they had to deliver, and 
© joined in biirying the bones of thoſe who had 
fallen in the war, ſo that their place might be 
no more known. "he peace you aſk for, you 
* ſhall now have. The king, my maſter and 
pour father, has appeinted me only to make 
war; but he has other ſervants who are em 
'* ployed in the work of peace. Sir William 
* Johnſon is empowered for that purpoſe. To 
* him you are to apply ; but before I give you 
leave to- go, two things are to be ſettled. 
| | ** As peace cannot be finally concluded here, 
you will deliver me two hoſtapes for the Sene- 

** Cas, and two for Cuſtaloga's tribe, to remain 
iin our hands at Fort Pitt, as a ſecurity, that 
Ft © you ſhall commit no further hoſtilities or vio- 
l lence againſt any of his majeſty's ſubjects; and 


EY © when the peace is concluded theſe hoſtages 


{ ** ſhall be delivered ſafe back to you. 
2. ** HE deputies you are to ſend to Sir 
„William Johnſon, muſt be fully empowered 
o treat for your tribes, and you ſhall engage 
* * toabide by whatever they fipulate. In that 
= | | | * treaty 
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<< treaty, every thing concerning trade and other 
* matters will be ſettled by Sir William, to ren- 


* 


der the peace everlaſting; and the deputies 


you are to ſend to him, as well as the hoſtages 
to be delivered to me, are to be named and 
e preſented to me for my approbation.”—— _ 

THe Colonel, after promiſing to deliver back 


two of their people, Capt. Pipe, and Capt. John, 


whom he had detained at Fort Pitt, took the chiefs 


by the hand for the firſt time, which gave them 


great joy. 5 

TRE next conference was on November 1oth, 
with the Turkey and Turtle tribes of Delawares, 
King Beaver their chief and thirty warriors repre- 
ſenting the former; and Kelappama brother to their 
chief, * with twenty-five warriors the latter. The 


Senecas and Cuſtaloga's tribe of Delawares were 
alſo preſent. Their ſpeech and the anſwer given, 


were much the ſame as above; excepting that the 
Colonel inſiſted on their delivering up an Engliſh- 
man, who had murdered one of our people on the 
frontiers and brought the ſcalp to them; and they 
fhould appoint the ſame number of deputies and 
deliver the ſame number of hoſtages, for each 
of their tribes, as had been ſtipulated for Cuſtalo- 
ga's tribe. | 
NoveMBER 11. King Beaver preſented ſix 


hoftages to remain with Col. Bouquet, and five 


deputies to treat with Sir William Johnſon, who 
were approved of. This day he acquainted ihe 
chiefs preſent that as he had great reaſon to be diſ- 
ſatisfied with the conduct of Nettowhatways, the 
chief of the Turtle tribe who had not appeared, 
he therefore depoſed him; and that tribe were 10 


+ The Chief of the Turtle tribe, for ſome reaſon, 


chole to abſent himſelf, 
1 chuſe 
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chaſe and preſent another ſor his approbation. 
This they did a few days afterwards— Smile not, 
reader, at this tranſaction; for though it may 
not be attended with ſo many ſplendid and flatter- 
ing circumſtances to a commander, as the de- 
rofing an Eaſt Indian Nabob or chief; yet to 
penetrate into the wilderneſſes where thoſe ſtern 
Weſt Indian Chieftains hold their ſway, and to 
frown them from thei: throne, though but com- 
poled of the unhewn log, will be found to fequire 
both reſolmion and firmneſs ; and their ſubmit- 
ing to it clearly ſhews to what degree of humi—- 
liation they were reduced. 

BUT to proceed, The Shawaneſe ſtill remain- 
ed to be treated with, and though this nation ſaw 
themſelves under the neceſſity of yielding to the 
{ame conditions wich the other tribes, yet there 
had appeared a dilatorineſs and ſullen haughtineſs 
in all their conduct, which rendered it very ſuſpi- 
cious. | | 

THE 12th of November was appointed for the 
conference with them ; which was managed on 
their part by Keiſfinautchtha and Nimwha their 
chieſs, with the Red Hawke, Laviſſimo, Ben- 
ſteaſica, Eweecunwee, Keigleighque, and forty 
warriors ; the Caughnawaga, Seneca and Dela- 
ware chiefs, with about fixty warrivts, being alſo 
preſent. | 8 

THE Red Hawke was their ſpeaker, and as he 
delivered himſelf with a ftrange mixture of fierce 
pride, and humble ſubmiſſion, I thall add a paſ- 
lage or two from his ſpeech. 

© BROTHER, | 
* You will liſten to us your younger bro- 


5 cc AE . . . 
chers; and as we diſcover ſomething in your 
BW cc 


eyes that looks diſſutisfation with us, we now 
þ „wipe 
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wipe away every thing bad between us that 
„ you may clearly fee—You have heard many 
dad ſtories of us—We clean your ears that you 
may hear We remove every thing bad from 
«© your heart, that it may be like the heart of 
«© your anceſtors, when they thought of nothing 
„but good. [Here he gave a ftring,] 
BROTHER; when we ſaw you coming this 
© road, you advanced towards us with a toma- 
hawk in your hand; but we your younger bro- 
*© thers take it out of your hands and throw it up 
<© to Ged þ to diſpoſe of as he pleaſes; by which 
«© means we hope never to ſee it more. And 
* now, brother, we beg leave that you who are 
a warrior, will take hold of this chain (giving 
«© a ſtring) of friendſhip, and receive it from us, 
« who are alſo warriors, and let us think no 
« more of war, in pity to our old men, wo- 
„ men and children.“ Intimating, by this laſt 
expreſſion, that it was mere compaſſion to them, 
and not inability to fight, that made their nation 
defire peace. 55 
HE then produced a treary held with the go- 
vernment of Pennſylvania 1701, and three meſla- 
ges or letters from that government of different 
dates; and concluded thus 
Now, Brother, I beg WE who are war- 
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| & riors may forget our diſputes, and renew the | 
% „ friendſhip which appears by theſe papers to | 
5 + Their uſual figure for making peace is burying : 
if the hatchet; but as ſuch hatchets may be dug up : 
i again, perhaps he thought this new expreſſion of N 
« ſending it up to God, or the Good Spirit,” a much 4 


ſtronger emblem of the permanency and ſtedfaſtneſ 
of the peace now to be made. 
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&« have ſubſiſted between our fathers.“ — He pro- 
miſed, in behalf of the reſt of their nation, who 
were gone to a great diſtance to hunt, and could 
not have notice to attend the treaty, that they 
ſhould certainly come to Fort- Pitt in the ſpring, 
and bring the remainder of the priſoners with 
them. ; 

As the ſeaſon was far advanced, and the Colo- 
nel could not ſtay long in theſe remote parts, he 
was obliged to reſt ſatisfied with the priſoners the 
Shawaneſe had brought; taking hoſtages, and 
laying them under the ſtrongeſt obligations, for 


the delivery of the reſt; knowing that no other 


effectual method could at preſent be purſued. 

He expoſtulated with them on account of their 
paſt conduct, and told them“ that the ſpeech 
they had delivered would have been agreeable 


to him, if their actions had correſponded with 
(their words. You have ſpoken, ſaid he, much 


of peace, but have neglected to comply with 
** the only condition, upon which you can ob- 
* tain it. Keiſſinautchtha, one of your chiefs, 
** met me a month ago at Tuſcarawas, and ac- 
cepted the ſame terms of peace for your nation, 
that were preſcribed to the Senecas and Dela- 
** wares; promiſing in ten days from that time 
to meet me here with all your priſoners—After 
waiting for you till now, you are come at laſt, 
only with a part of them, and propoſe putting 
off the delivery of the reſt till the ſpring.— 
What right have you to expect different terms 
from thoſe granted to the Deliwares, &c. 
who have given me entire ſatisfaction by their 
ready ſubmiſſion to every thing required of 
** them ?——But I will cut this matter ſhort 
with you; and before I explain myſelf further, 

| C > I inſiſt 
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I infiſt on your immediate anſwer to the fol. 


1ſt. ** Will you forthwith collect aud deliver 
up all the-priſoneis yet in your poſſeſſion, and 
the French living among you, with all the 
| Negroes you have taken from us in this or any 
other war; and that without any exception or 
„ evaſion whatſoever ?” 4 
2d. WIL I you deliver fix hoſtages into my 
hands as a ſecurity for your punctual perfor- 
mance of the abovearticle, and that your nati- 
ons ſnall commit no farther hoſtilities againſt 
the perſuns or property of his majeſty's ſub- 
"2 Jens 7 

 BENEvV16SICO replied that ** they agreed to 
give the hoſtages required, and ſaid that he 


ce 
cc 


lower towns and collect all our fleſh and blood 
that remained among them, and that we ſhould 
ſce them at Fort-Pitt + as-ſoon as pollible.— 
That, as to the Fiench, they had no power 
over them. They were ſubjeQs to the king 
of England, We might do with them what 
we pleaſed ; though he believed they were 
all retuined before this time to their own coun- 


+ y try.“ — 


TREx then delivered their hoſtages, and the 
Colonel told them e that though he had brought 
a Tomahawk in his hand, yet as they had now 
ſubmitted, he would not let it fall on ther 
heads, but let it drop to the ground, no mure 
to be ſeen, He exhorted them to exerciſe 
kindneſs io the captives, . and look upon them 


4e 
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+ It will appear, by the poſtſcript to this account, 
that the Shawaneſe have fulfilled this engageinent. 
| | «& now 
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c now as brothers and no longer priſoners; add- 


„ing, that he intended to ſend ſome of their re- 


ee Jations along with the Indians, to fee their 
c friends collected and brought to Fort-Pitt, He 
e promiſed to give them letters to Sir William 
“ Johnſon, to facilitate a final peace, and deſired 
* them to be ſtrong in pe forming every thing 
“e ſtipulated. ? | 

TRE Caughnawagas, the Delawares and Se- 
necas, ſeverally addretſed the Shawaneſe, as grand- 


children and nephews, ** to pertorm their pro- 


© miſes, and to be ſtrong in doing god, that 
6 this peace might be everlaſting.“ 

Axp here I am to enter on a ſcene, reſerved 
on purpoſe for this place, that the thread of tho 
foregoing narrative might not be interrupted 
a ſcene, which language indeed can but weakiy 
deſcribe ; and to which the Poet or Painter might 
have repaired to enrich. their higheſt colours of 


the variety of human. paſſions ; the Philoſopher to 


find ample ſubject for his moſt ſerious reflections; 
and the Man to exerciſe all the tender and ſym- 
pathetic feelings of the ſoul. 

Tur ſcene | mean, was the arrival of the pri- 
ſoners in the camp; where were to be ſeen fa- 


thers and mothers recognizing and claſping their 


once-loſt babes; huſbands hanging round the 
necks of their newly-recovered wives; fiſters and 
brothers unexpectedly meeting together after long 
ſeparation, ſcarce able to ſpeak the ſame language, 


or, tor ſome time, to be ſure that they were 


children of the ſame parents! In all theſe inter- 
views, joy and rapture inexpreſſible were ſeen, 
while feelings of a very different nature were 
painted in the looks of others flying from place 
to placg in eager enquiries after relatives not 


C3 found! 
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24 Col. BOUQUET 's Expedition 
found! trembling to receive an anſwer to their 


queſtions! diſtracted with doubts, hopes and fears, 
on obtaining no account of thoſe they ſought for! 


or ſtiffened into living monuments of horror and 


woe, on learning their unhappy fate 

THE Indians too, as if wholly forgetting their 
uſual ſavageneſs, bore a capital part in heichten- 
ing this moſt affecting ſcene. They delivered up 
their beloved captives with the utmoſt reluctance; 
ſhed torrents of tears over them, recommending 


them to the care and protection of the command- 


ing officer, Their regard to them continued all 
the time they remained in camp. They viſited 
them from day to day ; and brought them what 
corn, ſkins, horſes and other matters, they had 
beſtowed on them, while in their families; ac- 
companied with other preſents, and all the marks 
cf the moſt fincere and tender affection. Nay, 
they did not ſtop here, but, when the army 
marched, ſome of the Indians ſolicited and obtain- 
ed leave to accompany their former captives al: the 
way to Fort-Pitt, and employed themſelves in 
hunting and bringing proviſions for them on the 
road, A young Mingo carried this ſtill further, 
and gave an inſtance of love which would make 
a figure even in romance, A young woman of 
Virginia was among the captives, to whom he 
had tormed ſo ſtrong an attachment, as to call her 
his wife, Againſt all remonſtrances of the im- 
minent danger to which he expoſed himſelf by 
approaching to the frontiers, he perſiſted in fol- 
lowing her, at the riſk of being killed by the fur- 
viving 1clations. of many unfortunate perſons, 
who had been captivated or pee by thoſe of 
his nation, 


'T HOSE 
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THrosE qualities in ſavages challenge our juſt PL 
eſteem. They ſhould make us charitably con- 1 
ſider their barbarities as the effects of wrong edu- 
cation, and falſe notions of bravery and heroiſm; 
while we ſhould look on their virtues as ſure 
marks that nature has made them fit ſubjects of 
cultivation as well as us; and that we are called 
by our ſuperior advantages to yield them all the 
helps we can in this way. Cruel and unmerci- 

. ful as they are, by habit and long example, in 

od war, yet whenever they come to give way to the 

1 native dictates of humanity, they exerciſe virtues 

which Chriſtians need not bluſh to imitate. When 
they once determine to give life, they give every 
thing with it, which, in their apprehenſion, be- 
longs to it. From eveiy enquiry that has been 
made, it appears—that no woman thus ſaved is 
preſerved from baſe motives, or need fear the vio- 
lation of her honour, No child is otherwiſe treat- 
ed by the perſons adopting it than the children of 
their own body. The perpetual flavery of thoſe 
captivated in war, is a notion which even their 
barbarity has not yet ſuggeſted to them. Every 
captive whom their affection, their caprice, or 
whatever elſe, leads them to ſave, is ſoon in- 
cor porated with them, and fares alike with them- 
ſelves. nn 
THESE inſtances of Indian tenderneſs and hu- 
Manity were thought worthy of particular notice. 
The like inſtances among our own people will 
not ſeem ſtrange ; and therefore I ſhall only men- 
tion one, out of a multitude that might be given 
on this occaſion. 
. AMONG the captives, a woman was brought 
into the camp at Muſkingam, with a babe about 
three months old at her breaſt. One of the Vir- 
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ginia-volunteers ſoon knew her to be his wife, 
who had been taken by the Indians about fix 
months before. She was immediately delivered to 
her over-joyed huſband. He flew with her to his 
tent, and cloathed her and his child in proper ap- 
parel. But their joy, after the firſt tranſports, 
was fon damped by the reflection that another 
dear child of about two years old, captivated with 
the mother, and ſeparated from her, was {till 
miſſing, altho* many chidten had becn broug}z 
in. 

A FEW days afterwards, a number of other 
piiſoners were brought to the camp, among whom 
were ſeveral more children. Ehe woman was ſent 
for, and one, ſ:ppcfed to be hers, was produced 
to her. At firſt tight the was unceitain, but 
viewing the child u ich great earneſtneſs, ſhe ſoon 
recolieQed its features; and was fo overcome 
with joy, that literally forgetting her ſucking 
child ſhe dropt it from her arms, and catching vp 
the new f und child in an extaſy, preſſed it to het 
breaſt, and buriling into tea:s carried it off, una- 
ble to ſpeak for joy. he father ſeizing up the 
dabe ſhe had let fall, followed her in no leſs trant- 
port and afteCtion. 

 AMoNG the children who had been carried off 
Young, and had long lived with the indians, it is 
not to be expected that any mai ks of joy would 
appear on being reſtored to their parents or rela- 
tives. Having been accuſtomed to look upon the 
Indians as the only connexions they had, having 
been tenderly treated by them, and ſpeaking thei! 
language, it is no wonder that they conſidered 
their new ſtate in the light of a captivity, and 
parted from the ſavages with tears, 


Bor 
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Buer it muſt not be denied that there were even 
ſome grown perſons who ſhewed an unwillingneſs 


to return, The Shawaneſe were obliged to bind 


ſeveral of their priſoners and force them along to 
the camp; and ſome women, who had been de- 
| vered up, afterwards {ound means to eſcape and 
run back to the Indian towns. Some, who could 
not make their eſcape, clung to their ſavage ac- 
cuaintance at parting, and continued many days 
in bitter lamentations, even refuſing ſuſtenance. 

Fon the honour ef humanity, we would ſup— 
poſe thoſe perſons to have been cf the loweſt rank, 
either bred up in ignorance and diſtreſſing penury, 
or who had iived ſo long with the Indians as to 


forget all their former connections. For, eaſy 


and unconſtrained as the ſavagy life is, certainly it 
could never be put in competition with the bleſ— 
ſings of improved life and the light - of religion, 
by any perſons who have had the happineſs of en- 
joying, and the capacity of. diſcerning, them. 
EVERY thing being now ſettled with the In- 
dans, the army decamped cn Sunday 18th No- 
vember, and marched for Fort Pitt, where it ar- 
rived on the:28th.: 'I he regular troops were im- 
mediate!y ſent to garriſon the different poſts on 
dhe communication, and the provincial troops, 
wich the captives, to their ſeveral provinces. 
lere ended this expedition, in which it is re- 
markable that, notwithſtanding the many difficul- 


lies auending it, the troops were never in want of 


any neceſſaries; continuing perfectly healthy dur- 
ing the whole campaign; in which no life was 
bot, except the man mentioned to have been 


, 


| killed at Muſkingam. 


: IN the beginning of January 1765, Colonel 
wt 294 vct arrived at Philadelphia, receiving where- 
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ever- he came, every poſſible mark of gratitude 
and eſteem from the people in general; and par- 
ticularly from the overjoyed relations of the cap- 


tives, whom he, had ſo, happily, and without 
bloodſhed, reſtored to ther country and friends. 


Nor was the legiſlative part of the provinces leſs 
ſenſible of his important ſervices. The aſſembly 
of Pennſylvania, at their firſt ſitting, unanimouſly 


| voted him the following addreſs, 


In ASSEMBLY, January 15, 1765, A. M. 
To the Honourable HENRY BOUQUET, Ii 


Commander in. Chief of His MAJESTY's For- 
ces in the Southern Department of AMERICA, 


The Addreſs of the Repreſentatives of the Free- 
men of the Province of Pennſylvania, in Ge- 
neral Aſſembly met. 


81 R, : | | 
T* HE repreſentatives of the freemen of the 
province of Pennſylvania, in general aſ- 
ſembly met, being informed that you intend 
ſhortly to embark for England, and moved with 
a due ſenſe of the important ſervices you have 
rendered to. his majeſty, his northern colonies 
in general, and to this province in particular, 
during our late wars with the French and bar- 
barous Indians, in the remarkable- victory oer 
the ſavage enemy, united to oppoſe you, near 
Buſhy-Run, in Auguſt 190;, when on you 
march for the relief of Pittſburgh, owing, un, 
der God, to your intrepidity and ſuperior ſcil 


in command, together with the bravery of your 
6 officers 
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officers and little army ; as alſo in your late 
march to the country of the ſavage nations, 
with the troops under your direction; ; thereby 
ſtriking terror through the numerous Indian 
| tribes around you; laying a foundation for a 
laſting as well as honourable peace with them; 
and reſcuing, from ſavage captivity, upwards 
of two hundred of our chriſtian brethren, pri- 
ſoners among them : theſe eminent ſervices, 
and your conſtant attention to the civil rights 
of his majeſty's ſubjects in this province, de- 
mand, Sir, the grateful tribute of thanks from 
all good men; and therefore we, the repreſen- 

* tatives of the freemen of Pennſylvania, unani- 
moufly for ourſelves, and in behalf of all the 
people of this province, do return you our moſt 
ſincere and hearty thanks for theſe your great 
ſervices, wiſhing you a ſafe and pleaſant voy- 
age to England, with a kind and gracious re- 
ception from his majeſty. 


« Signed, by lis of the Houſe, 
6 JOSEPH FOR, SPEAKER, 


The 
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The Colonel's Anſwer was as follows, \iz, 


| To the honourable the RRPRESENTATIVESs of 
the F& EEMEN of the province of Pennſylvania, 
in General Aſſembly met. P 


© GTNTLEMEN, 


C V IT H a heart impreſſed with the moft, 

Fo live'y ſenſ2 of gratitude, I return you, 
* my humble and fincere thanks, for the honour. 

© you have done me in your polite addreſs of the 
* 15th of January, tranſmitted me to New-York. 
5 by your ſpeaker. „ 

* NExrT to the approbation of His Sacred Ma- 
jeſty, and my ſuperiour officers, nothing could. 
afford me higher pleaſure than your favourable. 
opinion of my conduct, in the diſcharge of thoſe 
military commands with which I have been in- 
«truſted. - 

* GRATITUDE as well as juſtice demand of 
© me to acknowledge, that the aids granted by 
the legiſlature of this province, and the con- 
© ſtant affiſtance and ſupport afforded me by the 
© honourable the Governor and Commiſſioners in 
the late expedition, have enabled me to recover 
© ſo many of his Majeſty's ſubjects from a cruel! 
© captivity, and be the happy inſtrument of re- 
© ſtoring them to freedom and liberty: To you 
© therefore, gentlemen, is the greater ſhare of that 
© merit due, which you are generouſly pleaſed 
on this occaſion to impute to my ſervices. 


$ Yousn. 
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«© Your kind teſtimony of my conſtant atten- 
< tion to the civil rights of his majeſty's ſubjects 


© in this Province, does me ſingular honour, and 


© calls for the return of my wa:mett acknowledg- 
« PERMIT me to take this public opportunity 
of doing juſtice to the officers of the regular and 
„ provincial troops, and the volunteers, who have 
* ſerved with me, by declaring. that, under Di- 
vine Providence, the repeated ſucceſſes of his 
« Majeſty's arms avainlt a ſavage enemy, are prin- 


| © cipally to be aſcribed to their courage and reſo- 


© lution, and to their perſeverance. under the ſe- 
+ vereſt hardſhips and fatigue. 

© I SINCERELY, wiſh proſperity and happineſs 
„to the province, and have the honour to. be, 


with the greatelt reſped, Gemlemen, 


6 Vour moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, 
HENRY BOUQUET- 
February 4, 1705. 


SOON afterwards the Colonel received a very 
polite and affectionate letter from Governor Fau- 
quier, dated 25th of December, incloſing reſolves 
of the honourable members of his Majeſty's Coun- 
cil, and of the houſe of Burgeſſes, for the colony 
and dominion of Virginia, 5 


THosE 
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TRos E reſpectable bodies unanimouſly return- 
ed their thanks to him for the activity, ſpirit and 
zeal, with which he had reduced the Indians to 
terms of peace, and compelled thoſe ſavages to 
deliver up ſo many of his Majeſty's ſubjects whom 

they had in captivity. They further requeſted 
the Governor to recommend him to his Majeſty's 
miniſters, as an officer ot diſtinguiſned merit, in 
this and every former ſervice in which he had 
been engaged. 
_ Tre Colonel, in his anſwer, acknowledged 
the ready aſſiſtance and countenance which he had 
always received from the Governor and colony 
of Virginia in carrying on the King's ſervice; and 
mentioned his particular obligations to Col. LE- 
WIS, for his zeal and good conduct during the 
campaign. 5 fy ; 

THE honours thus beſtowed on him, his own E 
modeſty made him deſirous of transferring to te 
officers and army under his command; and indeed 
the mutual confidence and harmony ſubſiſting 
between him and them, highly. redound to the 
reputation of both. He has taken every occaſion 
of doing juſtice to the particular merit of Colonel 
REin who was ſecond in command; and a ſo to 
all the officers who ſerved in the expedition, re- 
gulars as well as provincials F. | 

TE reader will obſerve that the public bodies 
who preſented theſe addreſſes to the Colonel, not 
only wiſhed'to expreſs cheir own. gratitude, but 
likewiſe to be inſtrumental in recommending him 
to the advancemeat his ſervices meriied. And 


+ The Pennſylvania troops | were commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Francis, and Lientenant Colonel 
Clayton, 


ſurely 
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ſurely it is a happy circumſtance to obtain promo- 
tion, not only unenvied, but even with the gene- 
ral approbation and good wiſhes of the public. It 
ought, however, to be mentioned, that on the 
| firſt account his Majeſty received of this e xpediti- 
on, and long before thoſe teſtimonies could reach 
England, he was graciouſly pleaſed of his own 
royal goodneſs and as a reward of the Colonel's 
merit, to promote him to the rank of BRIGADI- 
ER GENERAL, and to the command of the ſou- 
thern diſtrict of America, And as he is rendered 
as dear, by his private virtues, to thoſe who have 
the honour of his more intimate acquaintance, as 
he is by his military ſervices to the public, it is 
hoped he may long continue among us; where 
his experienced abilities will enable him, and his 
love of the Engliſh conſtitution entitle him, to 
fill any future truſt to which his Majeſty may be 
pleaſed to call him. | | 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


a part of their priſoners with them to Col. 
Bouquet at Mꝛiuſkingam, in November laſt; and 
that, as the ſeaſon was far advanced, he was ob- 


liged to reſt ſatisfied with taking h ſtages for the 


delivery of the remainder at Fort-Pitt, in the en- 


ſuing ſpring. 


THe eſcape of thoſe hoſtages ſoon afterwards, 
as well as che former equivocal cond:'& of their 
nation, had given reaſon to doubt the ſincerity of 


their intentions with reſpect to the performance 


of their promiſes. But we have the ſatisfaction 
to find that they punctually have fulfilled them. 
Ten of their chie:s, and about fifty of their war- 
riors, attended with many of their women and 
children, met GEORGE CROGHAN, Eſq; depu- 
ty agent to Sir WILLIAM JOHNSON, at Fort- 
Pitt, the 9th of laſt May; together with a large 


body of Delawares, Senecas, Sanduſky and Munſy 


Indians; where they delivered the remainder of 
their priſoners, brightened the chain of friendihip, 
and gave every aſſurance of their firm intentions 


to preſerve the peace invio/able for ever. 


THERE 


T was mentioned in the 31ſt page of this 
account, that the Shawaneſe braucht only. 
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THERE is ſomething remarkable in the appella- 
tion they gave to the Ergliſh on this occation ; 
calling them Fathers inttead of Brethren. 

LawAUGHQUA, the Shawaneſe ſpeaker, de- 
livered himſelf in the following terms. — — 
„ FATHERSs, for ſo we will call you hence- 
« forward; liſten to what we are going to ſay 
* to you. 5 | 
© ]T gave us great pleaſure yeſterday to be 
called the children of the great King of Eng- 
land; and coniinces us your intentions to— 
wards us are upright, as we know a Father 
will be tender of his children, and they are 


2 
00 
40 
40 
0 


e fore we hope our Father will now take better 


care of his children, than has heretofore been 
done. — Rds | 
© You put us in mind of our promiſe to Col. 
Bouquet; which was to bring your fleſh and 
blood to be delivered at this place. FATHER, 
you have not ſpoke in vain-—you ſee we have 
brought them with us, — except a few that 
were out with our hunting parties, which will 
be brought here as ſoon as they return. 
** THEY have been all united to us by adop- 
tion; and altho' we now delive them up to 
you, we will always look upon them as our 
relations, whenever the Great Spirit is pleaſed 
that we may viſit them. * 
** FATHER, We have taken as much care of 
them, as if they were our own fleſh and blood, 
hey are now become unacquainted with your 
4 cuſtoms and manners; and the:efore, we re- 
+ queſt you will uſe them tenderly and kindly, 


which will induce them to live. contentedly 
with you, 
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more ready to obey him than a Brother. J here- 
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46 P.OS/TS-CKILPT, 
© HERE is a belt with the figure of our Fa- 


ether the King of Great-Britain at one end, and 


the Chief of our nation at the other. It repre- 
<6 ſents them holding the chain of friendſhip; and 


© we hope neither fide will ſlip their hands from 


< 1t, ſo long as the Sun and Moon give light.” 
Tx reader will further remember that one of 
the engagements which the different Indian Tribes 
entered into with Colonel Bouquet, was to ſend 
deputies to conclude a peace with Sir WILLIAu 
Joh NSsoN. This has alſo been punctually fulkil- 
ed; and we are aſſured that Sir WILLIAM has 
5 finiſhed his congreſs greatly to his ſatisfaction, 
£ and even beyond his expectations.“ Thus e- 
very good conſequence has enſued from this im- 
portant expedition, which our fondeſt wiſhes could 
have induced us to expect from the known valour 


and ſpirit of the able commander who had the 


conduct of it; and we now have the pleaſure once 
more to behold the temple of Janus ſhut, in 
this weſtern world 
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WAR WITH THE SAVA GES 


3 


NOR TH-AMERICA. 


ans on the frontiers of the Britiſh colonies 
in America, and the fatal overthrows which 


3 H E long continued ravages of the Indi- 


they have ſometimes given our beſt diſciplined 


troops, eſpecially in the beginning of the late war, 
have rendered them an object of our conſideration, 
even in their military capacity. And as but few 
officers, who may be employed againſt them, can 
have opportunities to obſerve the true cauſes of 
their advantages over European troops in the 
Woods, it is with the utmoſt pleaſure that I now 

„ proceed 
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43 REFLECTIONS ontie VAR 


proceed to lay before the publig the following va- 
liable papers, which I mentioned + to ha e been 


communicated to me by an officer of creat abili— 
ties and long experience, in our wars with the 
Indians. 
As ſcarce any thinz has vet been publich don 

a ſubject now become of the higheſt importance 
§ to our colonies, theſe papers will und: ute 

e an acceptable preſent to the reader, and che 
remarks c ntained in them may be more an more 
improved by the future care and atteniion of able 
men, till perhaps 4 compleat ſyſtem is at leng b 


formed for the conduct of chis particular ſpecic3 
of war, 


SECTION 1. 


OF TUE TEMPER AND GENIUS OF THE Ix- 
DIANS. ; 


Tur love of liberty is innate in the ſavage ; 
and ſeems the ruling paſſion of the ſtate of nature. 
His deſires and wants, being iew, are cahily gra- 
tified, and leave him much time to ſpare, which 
he would | ſpend in idleneſs, if hunger did not force 
him to hunt. That exerciſe makes him ſtrong, 
active and bold, raiſes his conrage, and fits him 
for war, in which he uſes the ſame ſtratagems 
25 cruelty as againſt the wild beaſts; making 

| + . | 

I See the introduction. 

$ It will appear by the account of Indian tribes 
and towns annexed to theſe papers, that the enemies 
we have to deal with are neither Conte, vptible in 
numbers or ſtrength. 5 

no: 


Wich the Savages of NCRTH-AMERICA. 49 


no ſcruple to employ treachery and perfidy to van- 
quiſh his enemy. 3 
 JeaLovs of his independency and of his pro- 
perty, he will not ſuſter the leaſt encroachment 
on either; and upon the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion, fired 
with reſentment, he becomes an 1mplacable ene- 
mu, and flies to arms -to-vindicate his right, or 
1e\enge an injury. SLE | | 
TRE adventages of theſe ſavages over civilized 
rations are both natural and 2cquired, They are 
tall and well limbed, remarkable for their activi— 
ty, and have a piercing eye and quick ear, 
which ate of great ſeivice to them in the woods, 
LIKE beaſts of prey, they are patient, and de- 
ceitful, and rendered by habit almcft inſenſible 
to the common feelings of humanity, T heir bar- 
barous cuſtoin of ſcalping their enemies, in the 
heat of addion; the exquilite tormen's vſten in— 
hicted by them on thoſe reſerved for a more de- 
liberate fate; their general ferocity of manners, 
and the ſucceſſes wherewith they have oſten been 
fivſhed, have conſpired to fer der their name ter- 
rible, and ſome times to ſtrike a pannic even in- 
to our braveſt and beſt diiciplincd troops. 
IREIR acquired advantages are, that they 
have been inured to bear the extremes of heat and 
cold; and from their infancy, in winter and ſum- 
mer, to plunge themſclves in cold ſtreams, and 
to go almoſt niked, expoſed to the ſcorching ſun 
or nipping froſts, till they ariive to the ſtate of 
manhood. Scme of them deftroy the ſenſation of 
the ſkin by ſcraiching it with the ſhort and ſharp. 
teeth of ſome animal, diſpoſed in the ſerm ofa 
curry-comb, which makes them regardleſs of 
briars and thorns in running thro” thickets. Ri- 
Vers are no obſtacles to them in their wild excur- 


ſions. 
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50 REFLECTIONSon the WAR 


ſions. They either ſwim over, or croſs them on 
rafts or canoes, of an eaſy and ready conſtruction. 
Ix their expeditions they live chiefly by hunting, 
or on wild fruits and roots with which the woods 
ſupply them almoſt every where. 

THEY can bear hunger and thirſt for ſeveral 
days, without ſlackening, on that account, their 
perſeverance in any propoſed enterprize. 

By conſtant praQtice in hunting, they learn to 
ſhoot with great ſkill, either with bows, or fire- 
arms; and to ſteal unperceived upon their prey, 


purſuing the trads of men and beaſts, which 


would be imperceptible to an European. They 
can run for a whole day without halting, when 
flying from an enemy, or when ſent on a meſſage. 
They fteer, as if by inſtinct, thro' trackleſs 


woods, and with aſtoniſhing patience can lie whole 


days motionleſs in ambuſh to ſurprize an enemy, 
eſteeming no labour or perſeverance too painful to 
obtain their ends. 

THEy beſmear their bodies with bear's greaſe, 
which defends them againſt rains and damps, as 
well as againſt the ſtings of Muſkitoes and Gnats, 
It likewiſe ſupples their limbs, and makes them 
ſlippery as the ancient gladiators, who could not 


be held faſt when ſeized in fight. _ 
PLAIN food, conſtant exerciſe, and living 


in the open air, preſerve them healthy and vigo- 


rous. 
'L' HEY are powerfully excited to war by the 


cuſtom eſtabliſhed among them, of paying diſtin- 
guiſhed honours to warriors. | 

THEy fight only when they think to have the 
advantage, but cannot be forced to it, being jure 
by their ſpeed to elude the moſt eager purſuits 


THEIR 
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THEIR dreſs conſiſts of the ſkins of ſome 
wild beaſt, or a blanket, a ſhirt either of linen, 
or of dreſſed ſkins, a breech clout, leggins, reach - 
ing half way up the thigh, and faſtened to a belt, 


with mokawſons on their feet. They uſe no li- 


gatures that might obſtru® the circulation of their 
blood, or agility of their limbs. They ſhave their 
head, reſerving only a ſmall tuft of hair on the 


top; and flit the outer part of the ears, to which, 


by weights, they give a circular form, extending 
it down to thei: ſhoulders. l 
THEY adorn themſelves with ear and noſe 


rings, bracelets of filver and wampum, and paint 


their faces with various cclours, When they pre- 


pare for an engagement they paint themſelves 
black, and fight naked. 


 THe1R arms are a fuſil, or rifle, a powder 


horn, a ſhot pouch, a tomahawk, and a ſcalping 


knife hanging to their neck. 

WHEN they aie in want of fire-arms, they 
ſupply them by a bow, a ſpear, or a death ham- 
mer, which is a ſhort club made of hard wood. 

THEIR uſual utenſils are a kettle, a ſpoon, a 
looking glaſs, an awl, a ſteel to ſtrike fire, ſome 


paint, a pipe and tobacco pouch. For want of 
tobacco, they ſmoke ſome partic ular leaves, or 
the bark of a willow ; which is almoſt their con- 


tinual occupation. 
Trvs lightly equipped do the ſavages Iie in 

walt to attack, at ſome difficult paſs, the Euro- 

pean ſoldiers, heavily accoutred, harraſſed by a 


tedious march, and encumbered with an unwiel- 
dy convoy. 


ExPRRI- 
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 ExPERIENCE has convinced us that it is not 
our intereſt to be at war with them ; but if, after 


| having tried all means to avoid it, they force us 


toit, (which in a'l probabilty will often happen) 
we ſhould endeavour to fizht them upon more 
equal terms, and regulate our manceuvres upon 
thoſe of the enemy we are to engage, and the na- 
ture of the country we are to act in. 


IT does not appear from our accounts of Indi- 


an.wars, that the favages were as brave formerly 
25 we have found them of late ; which muſt be 
imputed to their unexpected ſucceſles againſt our 
troops on ſome occations, particularly in 1755; 
and from the little reſiſtance they have ſince met 
with from de:encelefs inhabitants. | | 

Ixis certain that even at this day, they ſeldom 
expoſe their perſons to danger, and depend entire- 
ly upon their dexterity in concealing themſelves 
during an engagement, never appearing openly, 


unleſs they have {t: uck their enemies with terror, 


and have thereby rendered them incapable of de- 
fence —— From whence it may be inferred that, 
if they were beat two or three times, they would 
loſe that confidence inſpired by ſucceſs, and be 
leſs inclined to engage in wars which might end 
fatally for them. But this cannot reaſonably be 
expected, till we have troops trained to fight them 
in their own way, wich the additional advantage 
of European courage and d ſcipline. | 
ANY deviation from our eſtabliſhed military ſyſ- 
tem would be needleſs, it valour, zeal, order and 
good condud, were ſufficient to ſubdue this Jight- 
footed enemy. "Theſe qualities are conſpicuous 
in our troops; but they are too heavy, and in- 
deed too valuable, to be employed alone in a deſ- 


tructive ſervice for which they were never in 
(d. 
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ed. They require the aſſiſtance of lighter corps, 
whoſe dreſs, arms and exerciſes, ſhould be adapt- 
ed to this new kind of war. „„ 1 

THis opinion is ſupported by the example of * 
many warlike nations, of which I beg leave to 1 
mention the following. . wt 

THE learned Jeſuit F who has obliged the WW 
world with a treatiſe cn the military affairs of the 1 
ancient Romans, tells us, from Salluſt §, that 
this wiſe nation, our maſters in the art of war, 
were never hindered even by the pride of empire, "KN 
from imitating any foreign maxim or inſtitution, my 
provided it was good; and that they carefully a- N 
dopted into their own practice whatever they found 4 
uſeful in that of their allies or enemies; ſo that "oh 
by receiving ſome thing from one, and ſome from N 
another, they gręatly improved a ſyſtem even ori- 
ginally excellent. 1 

TRE defeat of Antony and Craſſus by the Par- 
thians, of Curio by the Numidians, and many 
other inſtances, convinced the Romans that their 
legions, who had conquered ſo many nations, 
were not fit to engage light- troops, which, har- 
raſſing them continually, evaded all their endea- 
vours to bring them to a cloſe engagement; and 
It is probable that if Julius Cæſar had not been 
alfaſſinated, when he was preparing to march a- 


T Vid Joannis Antenii Valtrini Liv. de re milit. 
Vet. Rom. 

LNeque enim Romanis ſuperbia ußquam obſtitit, 
quo minus aliena inſtituta, fi modo proba fuiſſent, 
| mitarentur z-et quod ubique apud ſocios vel helles 
oneum vilum eflet, cum ſtudio dont exſequecrentur, 
| —Aliaque ab aliis accepta, ipſi longe tacere mel101a 
qu quidem digna ſtatuiſſent. 


D gainſt 
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. gainſt the ſame Parthians, to wipe off the reproach 
of the former defeats, he would have.2dded to hig 
legions a greater number cf light troops, formed 
upon the principles and method of that nation, 
and have Je't us uſeful leſſons for the conduct of 
a war againſt our ſavages, 
THAT he did net think the attack of irren;l:r 
tracps con'emptible, appears clearly in ſeveral 
parts of his commentaries, and particularly in the 
African war. Ihe various embarraſſments he met 
with from the enemy he had then to deal with, 
neceſſarily call to our mind many ſimilar circum- 
ſlances in the cc uiſe of our wars with the Indians; 
and the pains he took to inſtruct his ſoldiers to 
ſtand and repel the ſkirmiſhes of the nimble Afri- 


cans, may furniſh inſtruction to vs in our miii- 
tary operations againſt the ſavage Americans. ; 
Wk are told that while Cæſar was en his 
march to Scipio's * quarters, the enemys 
TX 5 „ horſe ] 
* Labienus, Afraniuſque cum omni equitatu, lei- 
cue arryatura, ex inſidiis adorti agmini Cæſaris extre- I q 
mo ſe offerunt, atque ex collibus primis exſiſtunt- 
Primo impein legionum equitatus, levis armatu's WR < 
hoſtum pullo negotio loco pulta et dejecta eſt co re 
celle. Quum jam Cæſar exiſtimaſſet hoftes rultos 2 
dete itoſque finem laceſſendi facturos, et iter cæf- WP 2) 
tum pergere capiſſct ; iterum celeriter ex pfio x an 
collibus erumpunt ; atque in Cæſaris legionari0s m. Qui 
petum faciunt Numidæ, leviſque Arimaturz, mit 7) 
velocitate præditi; qui inter equites pugnavers k. et 
una pariterque cum equitibus accurrere et refugeie tem 


conſueverant. Hoc ſæpius facerent. Le- Cf W's 
autem non amplius tres, aut quatuor mil. es e f 0 Weg 
fi ſe convertiſſent, ei pila viribus contorta un Nami 9 
infeſtos conjeciſſent, amplius duorum milllum rute N 


N 

81 1 

ad unum terga vertebant; ac rurſus ad 25197 e 
. * . . con El 
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„ horſe ard light-armed infantry, riſing all at 
<6 once from an ambuſcade, appeared upon the 
hills, and attacked his rear. His legions form- 
* ing themſelves, {oon beat the enemy from the 
&* higher ground. And now thinking all late, he 
* begins to purſue his march. But immediately 
ce the enemy break forth from the neighbouring 
hills; and the Nuridians, with their lisht- 
© armed foot, who are wonderfully nimble, al- 
* ways mixing and keeping equal pace with the 
„ cavalry in charging or reti ing, fall afreſh on 
* the Roman foot. Thus they frequently re- 
| © newed the charge, and ſtill retired when he 
| * endeavoured to bring them to cloſe engage- 
e ment, If but two or three of his veterans 
„ faced abcut and caſt their piles with vigour, 
* two thouſand of the enemy would fly, then re- 
turning rally again, making it their buſineſs to 
* harraſs his march, and to preſs upon his rear, 
following at ſome diſtance, and throwing thcic 
darts at the legions. 


quebantur, et jacula in Legionarios conjicicbart. 

CR Coutia ejuſmodi hoſtium gerera copias 
W fuas, non ut imperator exercitum veteranum, victo- 
= 7<2que maximis rebus geſtis, fed. ut lavitia tirones 
= g/adiatores condocefacere : quo pede fefs reciperent 
b hoſte, c. —Mirifice enim bottiuw lev's armatuia 
ix um exe:citum ejus atque ſollicitum habebat : 
aua et equites deterrebat prieetium inite, piopter 
orum intertitum; quod eos jaculis inteficiebat; 
e legionarium militeim deſatigabat, propter velocita- 
en. Gravis enim arnatura anjles final atque ab his 
ö cckatus conititerat, in eofuue impetum fecerat, ill 
f C10 curſu facile periculum vitzbant, | 


D 2 „ CESAR 


f 


Converts equis, ſe colligebant, atque in ſpatio conſe- | 
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* CAXSAR, having ſo ſubtil an enemy to deal 
with, inſtructed his ſoldiers, not like a genera 
** who had been victorious in the moſt arduous 
-*© exploits, but as a fencing-maſter + would in- 
ſtruct his ſcholars; teaching them with what 
face to retreat from the enemy, and how to 
return to the charge; how far to advance, and 
*© how far to retire; and likewiſe in what place 
and manner to caſt their piles. For their 
light armed infantry gave him the greateſt un- 
s eafineſs, deterring his troopers from meeting 
© them, by killing their horſes with their jave- 
“ lins, and wearying his legions by their ſwiſt- 
© neſs. For whenever his heavy-armed foot 
© faced about, and endeavoured to return their 
«© charge, they quickly avoided the danger by 
„ | 
Bor without goin g back to the ancients, we 
Have ſeen this maxim adopted in our days. Mar- 
ſhal de Saxe finding the French army harraſſed by 
the Huſſars and other Auſtrian light troops, form- 
ed alſo ſeveral corps of them of different kinds; 
and the king of Pruſſia in his firſt war introducec 
them into his army, and has augmented and em- 
ployed them ever ſince with ſucceſs. We have 
ourſelves made uſe of them in the two laſt wars in 
Europe: But the light troops wanted in America 
muſt be trained upon different principles. The 
enemies we have to deal with, are infinitely more 
active and dangerous than the Huſſars and Pan- 
dours; or even the Africans above-mentiones 
For the American ſavages, after their rapid in. 
curſions, retreat to their towns, at a great l 


+ Laniſta, in Latin, is an inſtructor of gladiat9 
* which in Engl.ſh can only be tranſlated a Fencing 


«© maſter.” 
ban tance 
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tance from our ſettlements, through thickety 
woods almoſt impenetrable to our heavy and un- 
wieldy corps, compoſed of ſoldiers loaded with 
_ doaths, baggage and proviſions, who, when fa- 
tizued by a long march, muſt be a very unequal 
match to engage the nimble ſavage in woods, 
which are his native element. . | 
ANOTHER unavoidable incumbrance, in our- 


expeditions, ariſes from the proviſions and baggage 


of the army, for which a road muſt be opened, 
and bridges thrown over rivers and ſwamps. This 
creates great labour, retards and weakens the line 
of march, and keeps the troops tied to a convoy 
which they cannot loſe ſi aht of, without expoting. 
it to become a prey to à vigilant enemy, continu- 
ally hovering about to ſeize every advantage. ü 
AN European, to be a proper judge of this Kind 


of war, muſt have lived ſome time in the vaſt 


foreſts of America; otherwiſe he will hardly be 
able to conceive a continuity of woods without” 
end. [Dp ſpite of his endeavours, his imagination 
will betray him into an expectation of open and- 


clear grounds, and he will be apt to calculate his 


manceuvres accordingly, too much upon the 
princip.es of war in Europe. | 
Ler us ſuppoſe a perſon, who is entirely un- 
acquainted with the nature of this ſervice, to be 
put at the head of an expedition in America. We 
will further ſuppoſe that he has made the diſpo- 
ſitions uſual in Europe for a march, or to receive 
an enemy; and that he is then attacked by the ſa- 
vages. He cannot diſcover them, tho' from e- 
very tree, log or buſh, he receives an inceſſant 
hre, and obſerves that few of their ſhot are loſt. 
He will not heſitate to charge thoſe inviſible ene- 
Ries, but he will charge in vain, For they are 
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2s cautious to avoid a cl ſe engagement, as in- 
defatigable in harraſſing his troops; and notwith. 
ſtanding all his endeavours, he will ſtill find bim. 
ſelf ſurrounded by a circle of fire, which, like 
an artificial horizon, follows him every where, 
UNABLE to rid himſelf of an enemy who ne- 
ver ſtands his attacks, and flies when preſſed, on- 
Ty to return upon him again with equal agility and 
V120ur ; he will ſee the courage of his heavy 
troops droop, and their ſtrength at Jaft fail them 
by repeated and ineffe qual efforts. 2 
HE muſt therefo.e think of a retreat, unleſs he 
can force his way thro' the enemy. But how is 
this to be effected? his baggage and proviſions 


a e unloaded and ſcattered, part of his horſes and 
drivers kil ed, others diſperſed by fear, and his 


Woutded to be carried by ſoldiers already fainting 
under the fatigue of a long ation. The enemy, 
enco aged by his diſtreſs, will not fail to en- 


creaſe the diſorder, by preſſing upon him on e- 


very fide, with redoubled fury and favage how» 
lin,'s. 
Hr will probably form a circle or a ſ;uare, to 


keep off ſo daring an enemy, ready at the leaſt 


cpening to fall up;n him with the deſtructive to- 
iahawk : but theſe d.ſpoſitiens, tho' a tolerable 
ſhift for defence, are neither proper for an attack, 
nor a march thro' the woods. 

THis is not an imaginary ſuppoſition, but the 
true ſtate of an engagement with the Indians, ex- 
perienced by the trocps who have fought againk 
them. Neither is there any thing new or extra- 
ordinary in this way of fighting, which ſeems to 
have been common to moſt Barbarians f. 


+ Vid. Cf, Comm. lib. V. de bello Gallico, © 
m l. de bello ci il. 
War 
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War is then to be done to extricate our 


little army from impending deſtruction? 


THis is a problem which L do not pretend to 
reſolve, But as every man would, in fimilar cir- 
cum{tances, determine himfeif fome way or other, 


1] will propoſe my own ſeatiments, founded upon 


ſome obſervations which I believe 1nvariab.e in 


all engagemeats with ſavages. 


Tas firſt, that their general maxim is to ſur- 


round their enemy, 


Fre ſecond, that they fieht ſcattered, and 


ne er in a compact body. | 

TE thi. d, that they never ſtand their ground 

when attacked, but immediately give way, to 

return to the charge. 
THESE principles being admitted, it follows — 


1ſk, THAT the troops deſtined to engage In- 


dians, muſt be lightly cloathed, armed, and ac- 
coutred. 

2d. THAT having no reſiſtance to encounter 
in the attack or defence, they are nut to be drawn 


up in cloſe order, which would only expoſe them 


without neceſſity to a greater loſs. „„ 

AND, laſtly, that all their evolutions muſt be 
performed with great rap:dity ; and the men en- 
avled by exerciſe to purſue the enemy cloſely, 


when put to flight, and not give them time to 


rally. 
THESE remarks will explain the reaſons of the 
alterations propoſed in the formation of a corps of 


troops, for the ſervice of the woods. It is not, 


however, to be expected that this method will re- 
move all obſtacles, or that thoſe light tioops can 


equal the ſavages in patience, and activity; bat, 


wich diſcipline and pia dice, they may in a great 
WS nraſure 
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meaſure ſupply the want of theſe advantages, and 
by keeping the enemy at a diſtance afford great 
relief and ſecurity to the main body. | 


SECTION I. 


GENERAL IBEA OF AN ESTABLISHMENT OF 


LIGHT TROOPs, FOR THE SERVICE OF 


IsSEAII only venture a few notions ſuggeſted 
by experience upon this ſubject, chiefly with a 
view to recommend it to the conſideration of per- 


ſons capable of propoſing a proper method of 


forming ſuch an eſtabliſhment : and, in order to 
be better underſtcod, I will ſuppoſe a corps of 
5 oo men to be raiſed and diſciplined for the woods, 
beſides two troops of light horſe, to which a com- 


pany of artificers might be added. The fitteſt 


men for that ſervice would be the natives of Ame- 


rica bred upon the frontiers, and inliſted between 


the age of 15 and 20 years, to be diſcharged be- 
tween 30 and 35. 


CLOATHING. 


Tur cloathing of a ſoldier for the campaign 
might conſiſt of a ſhort coat of brown cloth, lap- 
peiled, and without plaits ; a ſtrong tanned ſhirt, 
ſhort trowſers, leggins, mokawſons or ſhoe packs, 
a ſailor's hat, a blanket, a knapſack for provilt- 


ons, and an oiled ſurtout + againſt the rain. 3 
this 


T The following Watch-coat was contrived by an 


cficer, whoſe name 1 do not remember. But inflead 
„ ö ö | 6. 


4 
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this might be added, in winter quarters or time 
of peace, three white ſhirts and ſtocks, with a 


flannel waiſtcoat. Dy 
| 2-4: A R M 8. 


of the oiled linen to be put under the hat, a cap 
might Nerbap⸗ anſwer better. He writes as follows,. 
vis. 
As the Indian war will require frequent i incur- 
« ſions into a wild country, where a man ſick or, 
wounded, is in ſeveral retpects more detrimental 
« to the ſervice than a man killed, every thing that 
« may contribute to the health of the men is of mo- 
“ ment. N 


— 
— 


In this view, I propoſe a ſort of ſurtout, to pre- 


Lan) 
Py 


ſerve men, in a great meaſure, both from wet and 
cold. 

« Take a large checked ſhirt, of about half a 
« crown ſterling per yard, for it ſhould be pretty, 
© fine; cut off the wriit-bands, and continue the 
" opening of the breaſt down to the bottom; few up 


gathers in the fore parts of the collar as far as the 
* ſhoulder ſtraps, and refew it plain to the collar. 
„The ſhirt will then become a ſort of watch- 
coat like a bed-gown, with veiy wide ſleeves. 
Take a quantity of linſeed oil, and boil it gently 
till one half is diminiſhed, to which put a ſmall 
quantity of litharge of gold, and when it is well 
* Incorporated with the oil, lay it on with a bruſh 
upon the watch-coat, ſo that it ſhall be every, 
* where equally wet. 
* I ſuppoſe the watck-coat, hung in a garret, or 
other covered place, and ſo ſuſpended by crooked, 
pins and packthreads in the extremities of the 
„ lleeves and edges of the collar, that one part ſhall 
not touch another. In a ſhort time, if the wea- 
* ther is good, it will be Cry ; when a ſecond mix- 
ture of the ſame kind faould be laid on with a 
«© bruſh 
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the ſides from the guſſets downwards ; rip out the 
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© oo KNEES: 


THEIR arms, the beſt that could be made, 
ſhould be ſhort fuſils and ſome rifles, with Day - 
onets in the form of a dirk, to ſerve for a knife; 

with powder horns and ſhot pouches, final! 
Hatchets and leathern bottles for water. 


<&- bruſh as before. When the ſecond coat of paint- 
ing is dry, the greiſe will not come of, and the 

& ſu:tout is an effectual preſervative from rain; it is 

very light to carry, and being pretty full on the 

back, will not only keep the man dry, but alſo 

his pack and ammuni:10n. 

„ 'The ſleeves are left long and wide to receive 
ce the butt: end of a firelock (ſecured) and to cover 
© it below the lock. The coat is double breaſted 
„to be lapped over, according to which fide the 
« rain drives. A man will be kept dry by one of 
«+ theſe ſurtouts as far as the knees. If, from the 
«« vicinity of the enemy, it is improper to make fires 
ce at night, he may place his pack on a ſtone, and, 
« fitting upon it, change his ſhoes and leggins, and,. 
<« if he pleaſes, wrap his blanket round his legs and 
« feet, then drawing the watch-coat cloſe to his 
« body, it will keep him warm, as no air can pals 
„ through it, ane, leaning againſt the t:unk of a 
«« tree, he may paſs a tolerable night, both warm 

and dry. 5 . 
It would be of ſervice to have a ſmall piece of 
« the ſame oiled linen to put under the hat or cap 
«© to carry the rain down to the watchcoat or ſurtout, 
© otherwiſe whatever wet ſoaks through the hat or 
« cap, will run dewn the neck, and thereby, in 
« ſore meaſure, defeat the deſign of the watch- 
„* cat. | | 
4 Perhaps it might be uſeful to mix ſome dark or 
greeniſh colour with the oil of the ſecond coating, 
« to make the watch-Coat leſs remarkable in the 
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EXERCISES. 


Tx foldiers being raifed, cloathed, and form- 
ed into companies under proper officers, muſt, 
before they are armed, be taught to keep th-m- 
ſelves clean, and to dreſs in a ſoldier-like manner. 
This will raiſe in them a becoming ſpirit, give 
them a favourable opinion of their profeſſion, and 
preſer ve their health. The firſt thing they are to 
learn is to Walk well, afterwards to Run; and, 
in order to excite emulation, ſmall premiums 
might fiom: time to time be given to thoſe who 
diſtinguiſh'themſfelves. They muſt then run in 
ranks, with open files, and wheel in that order, 
at firſt ſlowly, and by degrees increaſe their ſpeed : 
this evolution is difficult, but of the u:moſt con- 
ſequence to fall unexpectedly upon the flank of 
the enemy. They are to dilpeiſe. and rally at 
given ſignals; - and particular colours ſhould: be 
given to each company, for them to rally by; 
the men muſt be uſed to leap Þ over logs and 
ditches, and to carry burthens proportioned to 
their ſtrength. - 8 


WRAr 


+ Vegetius gives an account of many ſimilar ex- 
erciſes, which the Romans found neceffary to eſta- 
bliſh among their military, Miles ſylvam cædebat, 
zltivis temporibus natabat, ad palum dimicabat, fal- - 
tabat, currebart. Exempla hujus exercitationis crebra- 


ſint apud Livium. Sic ille de Scipione Africano, 
17  W . . 0 , C * 
l iy 3 decad. lib. VI. os Primo die legiones in arnus IV 88 


** millium ſpatio decurrerunt. Secundo die arma 
= Curare, ter gere ante tentoria julſit. Tertio die 
e « ſudibug - 
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WHEN the young ſoldiers are perfect in theſe 
Exerciſes, they may receive their arms, with 
which they are to perform the former evolutions 
in all forts of grounds. They will next be taught 
to handle their arms with dexterity ; and, with- 
eut loſing time upon trifles, to load and fre very 
quick, ſtanding, kneeling, or lying on the ground. 
They are to fire at a mark without a reſt, and 
rot ſuffered to be too long in taking aim. Hunt- 
ing and ſmall premiums will ſoon make them ex- 
pert markſmen. 

THEY ouzhrt to learn to ſwim, puſhing at the 


Tame time their cloaths, arms, and ammunition 


before them, on a ſmall raft; and to make uſe of 


ſnow ſhoes. They muſt then be ſet to work, and 


be taught to throw up an intrenchment, open a 
trench, make faſcines, clays and gabions; like- 
Wiſe to fall trees, ſquare logs, ſaw planks, make 
canoes, carts, ploughs, hand and wheel barrows, 
ſhingles and clap-boards, caſks, batteaus and 
bridges, and to build log houſes, ovens, c. 

By example and practice, the moſt ingenious 
among them will ſoon become tolerable good car- 
penters, joyners, wheelwrights, coopers, ar- 
mourers, ſmiths, maſons, brickmakers, ſaddlers, 


_ taylors, butchers, bakers, ſhoemakers, curriers, 


&C. 


« ſudibus inter ſe in modum juſtæ pugnæ concur- 
terent, præpilatiſque miſſilibus jaculati ſunt. 


„ Quarto die quies data. Quinto iterum in armis 


« decurſum eft.” —Quibus porro modis obyiam eatut 
elephantis, Veget. lib, III. cap. 24. 


LIGHT 
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LIGHT HORSE and DOGS. 


1 sA1ID that, to compleat this eſtabliſhment, 
they ſhould have two troops ot light horſe, ſup- 
poſed of 50 men each, officers included. Ihe 
men are to perform the ſame exerciſes as the foot, 
and afterwards be taught to ride, and particularly 
to be very alert at mounting and diſmounting 
with their arms in their hands, to gallop through 
the woods up and down hills, and leap over logs 
and ditches. : | 

THE horſes ought to be bought up on the 
frontiers, where they are bred and uſed to feed in 
the woods, and are ſtrong and hardy. They are 
to be thoroughly broke, made to ſtand fire, to 
ſwim over rivers, &c. their ſaddles and accoutre- 
ments very ſimple, ſtrong and light. The num- 
ber of horſes might be reduced to one half, in 
time of peace, tho' they would be of little ex- 
pence, as they might be bred and mantained with- 
out charge in the military ſettlement. This corps 
ſhould be equipped as the foot, having only a 
ſhort rifle in lieu of a fuſil, and a battle ax with a 
long handle, the only ſort of arms they ſhould 
make uſe of in the charge. e 7 

EvkRx light horſe man ought to be provided 
with a Blood-hound, which would be uſeful to 
{ind out the enemies ambuſhes, and to follow their 
tracts; they would ſeize the naked ſavages, or at 
leaſt give time to the horſe men to come up with 
them; they would add to the ſafety of the camp 
at night by diſcovering any attempt to ſurprize 
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ARTIFICERS. 


TAE company of artifi-ers ſhould be compoſ- 
ed of the moſt uſeful tradeſmen, and 'ought to be 
maintained at all times for the inſtruction of the 
ſoldiers, the uſe of the ſettlement, or the ſervice 
of the army, during the campaign. It will now 


be time to deaw forth this military colony and re- 


move them to the ground laid out for that uſe in 
the woods, and at a good diſtance from the in- 
habitants. The nature of this ſettlement will 


hereafter be more particularly deſcribed. 


NEcEssITY.creating induſtry, our young ſol- 
diers will ſoon provide themfelves with the moſt 
uſeful articles; and in a couple of years be able to 
raiſe proviſions for themſelves. - 

WIi'IE the greateſt part would be employed 


in clearing the ground, fenciag, ploughing, ſow- 
ing, planting, building and making utenſils and 


houſhold furniture, others might hunt with their 
officers, and remain a-. fortnight or-a month out 
of the camp, without other proviſions: than a 
little lour, and what they could procure by hun- 
ting and fiſhing: then to be relieved, and the 
whole trained up in that way. | 5 
THE military exerciſes muſt ſtill be kept up 
and pracliſed, and great care taken to inculcate 
and preſerve purity of manners, obedience, order 
and decency among the men, which will be 
found much eaſier in the woods than in the 
neighbourhood of towns. _ 
* In order to make this military eſtabliſhment 
more generally uſeful; I would propoſe that the 
ſoldiers ſhould only receive a very ſmall put es 
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their pay; leaving the remainder in the military 
cheſt. ET: 

THE1R accounts ſhould be ſettled every year, 
and when their ſervices ſhould intitle them to their 
diſcharge, I could wiſh that each of them had 

200 acres of land given him, in a diſtrict appro- 
_ priated for that purpoſe ; and receiving then the 
| Whole ballance of pay due to them, they would 
be enabled to compleat their ſettlement. I his 
inſtitution appears not only practicable, but cafy, 


if attended to with patience, . afſiduity and firm- 


neſs. The plan I would propele is as follows. 


Method of forming fuch S&TTLEMENTS upon 
the Frontiers, as might ſupport themſelves dur- 


ing an INDIAN WAX. 


Luer us ſuppoſe a ſettlement to be formed for 
one hundred families, compoſed of five perſons 
each, upon an average. 

Lay. out upon a river, or creck, if it can be 
found conveniently, a SQUARE of one thouſand 


' ſeven hundred and ſixty yards, or a mile for each 


ſide. 8 
THAT Square will contain - — 640 acres 
Allowing for ſtreets and public uſes 40 
To half an acre for every houſe - 50 (5 
To one hundred lots at five and half 640 acres 
aer e 3550 


TRE four ſides of the ſquare meaſure 7040 | 
yards, which gives to each houſe about 70 yards 


front to ſtockade, and the ground allowed for 

building will be 210 feet front, and about 100 

feet deep. 

A acre of ground will produce at leaſt 30 

buſhels of Indian corn, Therefore, two acres are 
ſufficient 
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ſufficient to ſupply five perſons, at the rate of 
twelve buſhels each perſon. 'T'wo other acres 
will be a paſture for cows and ſheep, another acre 
for hay, to be ſown with red clover, The re- 
maining half acre may be laid out for a garden, 
RouNnD the town are the commons, of three 
miles ſquare, containing, exclulive of the lots a- 
| bove-mentioned, 5120 acres. On three ſides of 
the town, five other Squares will be laid out of 
three ſquare miles, containing 5760 acres each, 
one of which is reſerved for wood for the uſe of 
the Settlement ; the other four to be divided into 
25 out-lots or plantations, of about 230 acres 
each, ſo that in the four Squares there will be 
one hundred ſuch plantations, for the 100 fami- 
lies. 
AxorRER townſhip may be laid out joining 
this, upon the ſame plan, and as many more as 
you pleaſe upon the ſame line, without loſing any 
ground. 


i Tarvs 


8 THe following is a rough ſketch of the whole. 

<L 2 EE be . i | | ; 

S Townſhip A. — Townſhip B. Townſhip C. _ Townſhip D. 
ET F 
— 1 3 2 N „ 3 + 4 
— 

= — CR — — — — 5 — — — 8 5 
2. | 5760 acres 2 Ons) = on COR © | | | o CS © on CR o 5 8 
&S wood forthe] 8 8 4 8 4 5 T2 2 Wood for Wood for | 5 908 8165 5 . S | Wood for 
3 Town =C Ss ws the Town || the Town * J =|1 =; DY =| the Town 
Io A S& E © 258 B . 3 5 S | SY 95 D vi 
= _— v3 {|= SSL S Yo:y 2 ||” Sn | 

= 125 lotrof- |: | | 5 5 * | 

S 230 IR | *& | 2 ? 2 | 25 3 4 + 
cc _1_-: - 


e SG 6 » x = 
E „ 5 
C 


Toe EI 2+ = 3 2 W ook W. ee et REC Me DE Y 


70 REFLECTIONsð on the WAR 
THvus the town, A, has its commons, its 
woodland, and its 4 ſquares marked Ny. . each 
containing 25 plantations of 230 acres, as pro- 
poſed above. In like manner, the other towns, 
B, C, D, have their appurtenances reſpectively 
marked. | bs | 

Le us now fuppoſe this plan accompliſhed, 
and ſuch corps as theſe fully ſettled, trained and 
Ciſciplined, in the manner above-mentioned; I 
would aſk whether any officer, entruſted with an 
_ expediuion againſt the ſavages, would not chuſe 
to have them in bs army? I may ſafely anſwer 
for all thoſe who have been employed in that ſer- 
vice, that they would prefer them to double the 
number of the bet European troops. And when 
they had ſerved the time limited, namely from 
their 15th to their 35th year, what vaſt ſatisfacti- 
on would it be to pay over to them their ſhare of 
ſavings from the public cheſt; and, as a reward 
of their faithful toils, to veſt them and their heirs 
with their ſeveral plantations, which they would 
now be enabled to cultivate as their own? This 
proſpect would engage many people to enter their 
ſons, in ſuch corps; and thoſe veterans, when 
thus diſcharged, would not oaly be the means of 
forming and animating others: by their example, 
but in caſe of a war would ſtill bravely maintain 
the property they had ſo honourably acquired, and 
be the greateſt ſecurity of the frontier where they) 
are ſettled. 212 85 


PRE 
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PREPARATIONS FOR AN EXPEDITION IN 
THE WUuO0DS AGAINST SAVAGES. 


Ir is not practicabie to employ la ge bodies of 
troops againſt Indians; the convoys neceila:y for 
their ſupport would be too cumberf..me, and 
could neicher be moved with eaſe, nor p. oteCted. 
It would be better to fit out ſeveral ſmall expe- 
ditions, than one too unwieldy : I will therefore 
ſuppoſe that a corps intended to act offenſively 

ſhall not exceed the following proportions. 
Two regiments of foot - - - 900 
One battalion of hunters = - - - $500 
Two troops of light hoſe - <- = 1009 
One company of artificers -- 20 
Drivers aad neceſſary fo:lowers 280 
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Tux firſt article to provide is the proviſions, 
and next the carriages. 

THe daily ration of a Cldier in the woods 
ſhould” conſiſt of one pound and a half of meat 
(which requires no carriage) and one pound of 
flour, with a gill of ſalt per week. 

Upon that allowance 
1800 men will require for ſix 327,600 lb. Flour. 
months or 182 days = = 

ALLOWING one fourth for 
accident” =o ot fm 81,900 
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For ſx months 409, 500 lb, Flour. 
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Mear for the ſame time : 
with a fourth part more al 
accidents, or 2048 beeves | 
at zoo lb. each 

Salt for 20 weeks - - 182 Buſhels. 
ITE above quantity would ſerve the whole 
campaign, but one half would be ſufficient to 
penetrate from the laſt depoſite into the heart of 
the enemy's country : therefore we ſhall compute 
the carriages for this laſt quantity only. 

EvERY horſe carries about 150 lb. neat weight, 
therefore, to carry flour for three months or 
204, 750 lb. will require 1365 horſes. 


614, 400 lb. Meat. 


HonksEs for flour — — 1355 
For gr buſhels of ſalt 40 
Ammunition - - = <= = = 50 
J its. 50 
Tools %%% 
Hoſpital J nar 20. 


Officers baggage and ſtaff - = = 150 
| 1731 
To reduce this exorbitant number of horſes, 
and the great expence attending it, I would pro- 
poſe, for ſuch parts of the country as would admit 
of it, to make uſe of carts, drawn each by four 
oxen, and carrying about 1300 lb or fix barrels 
of flour. The above quantity of 204,750 lb. will 
then be carried by 160 carts drawn by 640 oxen 
Spare oxen with the army = -= 384 


—— —ä— 


The number of oxen wanted - 1024 
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T nis method would not be as expeditious as 
the carriage by horſes, and would require more 
time and attention in cutting the road, and bridg- 
ing the ſwampy places, &c. but, on the other 
hand, what an expence would be ſaved ! and by 
killing the oxen in proportion as the flour is uſed, 
and abandoning the carts, the convoy is daily re- 
duced, and the graſs near the encampment will 
not be ſo ſoon conſumed, which 1s not the caſe 
with horſes, which muſt equally be fed though 


unloaded, This is an object of conſequence, par- 


ticularly near the end of the campaign, when the 
ſcarcity of fodder obliges to move the camps every 
day, and to place them | in low and diſadvantage- 
, 0us- grounds. 

I wouLD therefore incline for the uſe of carts, 
and they could be made before hand by the hunters 
and their artificers. 

THe oxen ſhould be bought i in the provinces 
where the farmers make uſe of them in their 
works. One or two ſoldiers would drive the cart 


and take charge of the four oxen. 


THERE are few rivers in North-America deep 
in ſummer, and which thele carts with high and 
broad wheels, could not ford; but it the contrary 
ſhould happen, the carts, proviſions and baggage, 
may be rafied over, or a bridge built. In a coun- 
try full of timber, and with troops accuſtomed to 
work, no river will ſtop an army for a long 
time. 

By the above method, 3 or 400 horſes would 
be ſufficient to carry the basgage, ammunition, 
nts, tools, &c. 
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EXPLANATION or THF FOUR PLANS, 
PLATE II. 


Repreſenting the different peſitions of our army 
5 in the woods. | 


ENCAMPMENT. 


Tu camp (Fig. 1) forms a parallellocram, 
of one thouſand by fix hundred feet. Eight hun- 
dred men of the regular troops (1) encamp on the 
four ſides, which gives twenty-four feet to each 
tent, containing fix men. The ligh:-herſe (3) 
ercamp within the parallelogram. The reſcrve 
(7) in the center. „„ 

THE proviſiors, ammunition, tocls and ſtorcs 
(8) and the cattle (9) are placed between the two 


troops of light horſe and the referve. Ihe hunt- 


ers (2) encamp on the outſide diagcnally at the 


four angles, being covered by redoubts (5) ferm— 


ed with kegs and bags cf flour or faſcines, Be- 
ſides theſe tour redoubts, another is placed to the 
front, one to the rear, and two befcre each of 
the long faces of the camp, making in all ten ad- 
vanced guards of 22 men each, and 7 centries, 
covered it poſſible by breaſt works of faſcines or 


proviſions. Before the army lay down their arms, 


the ground is to be reconnoitred, ard the guards 


poſted, who wiil immediately cpen a communt- 


cation from one to the other, to relieve the cen- 
tries, and facilitate the paſſage of rounds. 
. « © | fs 

THe centries upon the ammunition, prov.4- 


ens, head quarters, and all others in the inſide af 


the 
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4he camp are furniſhed ſrom the reſerve. The 

_  ficers, except the ſtaff and commanders of corps, 
encamp cn ihe line with their men. | 

THE fires are made between the guards and 

cemp, and put out in caſe of an attack in the 

night. | . 


LINE of MARCH, Plate II. Fig. H. 


Pa RT of the hunters (2) in three diviſions de- 
: txching ſmall parties (5, 6) to their front and to 
their tigbt and left, to {earch the «woods and diſ- 
cover the enemy. = 

TRE ariifhcers and axe-men (4) to cut a road 
for the corvey, and wo paths on the right and 
leſt for the troops. V 

ONE hundred ard fifty of the regular trocps 
(I) in two files, Who are to ferm ite front of 
the ſquare, theſe: march an the center cad. 

7T wo hunered and fifty regulars (1) in cre file 


by the right hard-path; ard 50 (1) by the leſt 


hard rath, are to form the lor g faces. | 
THESE ore follewed by 150 regulers (1) in 
two files, who are to ferm ihe rear of the ſquare, 
THe reſetve (7) compoſed of 100 regulars in 
:two hles, ' 
InꝝꝭQù reſt of the hunters (2) in two files. 
' The light horſe (3.) 


The rear guard (5) ccmpe ſed of hunters, fol- 
Jows the com cy at ſome diſtarce ard cloſes the 


march. The ſcouting parties (6) who flank the 
line of march, are taken from the hunters and 


light horſe, ard peſted as in plan (Fig. 2) ſome 
orderly light borſerren, atterd the General and 


Held effcers who-ccemmard the gtand diviſions, 
| | to 
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to carry their orders. Two guards of light horſe 

take charge of the cattle (9) 
THE convoy (8), proceeds in the ſollowing 

order. : 

IT xE tools and ammunition following the front 

column. | 

THE baggage. 

THE cattle. 

THE proviſions, . 

THE whole divided into Brigades, and the 

horſes two a breaſt, 


'DEFILES. 


In caſe of a defile, the whole halt until the 
ground is reconnoitred, and the hunters have ta- 
ken poſſeſſion of the heights, The center column 
then enters into the defile, followed by the right 
face; after them the convoy; then the left and 
rear face, with the reſerve, the light hotſe, and 
the rear guard, | 

THE whole to form again as ſoon as the 
ground permits. 8 


DisposITION To RECEIVE THE ENEMY, 


Fig. (3) 


THE whole halt to form the ſquare or pa- 
rallellogram, which is done thus. Ihe two hilt 
men of the center column ſtand faſt at two yards 
diſtance. The two men following them, ficp_ 
forward and poſt themſelves at two yards on the 
right and left. The others come to the front in 
the ſame manner, till the two files have formed a 
rank, which is the front of the ſquare. 


THE 


6 


With the Savages of NORTH-AMERICA. 2) 
TRE rear face is formed by the two file-leaders 


turning to the center road, where having placed 
themſelves at two yards diſtance, they face out- 


Wards, and are followed by their files, each man 
poſting himſelf on their right or left, and facing 
towards the enemy the moment he comes to his 
poſt. 5 
As ſoon as the front and rear are extended and 
formed, the two long faces, who have in the 
mean time faced outwards, join now the extremi- 
ties of the two tronts, and cloſe the ſquare F. 

To REDUCE THE SQUARE. 

; | . 1 5 
Tux right and left of the front, face to the 
center, where the two center men ſtand faſt. 


Upon the word march”” theſe ſtep forward and 


are replaced by the two next, who follow them, 
and ſo on; by which means, that front becomes 
again a column. The rear goes to the right a- 
bout, and each of the two center men leads again 
to the ſide paths followed by the reit. 


Wir x the troops form, the light horſe and 
each diviſion of the convoy take the ground aſ- 
ſigned to them within the ſquare, as if they were 


to encamp; and the horſes being unloaded, two 
parallel lines will be formed, with the bags and 


kegs of proviſions, to cover the wounded and the 


men unfit for adion. The hunters take poſt on 
the moſt advantageous ground on the out fide, 
and ſkirmiſh with the enemy, till the ſquare is 
formed; when, upon receiving ther orders, the 


retire. within the ſquare, where they take their 
polt as in Fig. (3) 7 pu | FOI 


+ Theſe 
Celerity, 


evolutions muſt be performed with 
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756 REFLECTIONS on the WAR 
to carry their orders. Two guards of light horſe 
take charge of the cattle (9) 

THE convoy (8), proceeds in the following 
order. „„ 
THE tools and ammunition following the front 
column. 

THE baggage. 

THe cattle, 

THE proviſions. . 

THE whole divided into Brigades, and the 
horſes two a breaſt, 


DEFILES. 


In caſe of a defile, the whole halt until the 
ground is reconnoitred, and the hunters have ta- 
ken poſſeſſion cf the heights. The center column 
then enters into the defile, followed by the right 
face; after them the convoy; then the left and 
rear face, with the reſerve, the light hoiſe, and 
the rear guard. 

THE whole to form again as ſoon as the 
ground permits. 


DisposITION TO RECEIVE THE ENEMY, 


Fig. (3) 


THE whole halt to form the ſquare or pa. 
rallellogram, which is done thus. Ihe two tult 
men of the center cclumn ſtand faſt at two yards 
| diſtance. The two men following them, ficp 
forward and poſt themſelves at two yards on the 
right and left. The others come to the front in 
the ſame manner, till the two files have formed a 
rank, which is the front of the ſquare, 


THE 


With the Savages of NORTH-AMERICA. 17 | 


TE rear face is formed by the two file-leaders 


turning to the center road, where having placed 
themſelves at two yards diftance, they face out- 
wards, and are followed by their files, each man 
poſting himſelf on their right or left, and facing 
towards the enemy the moment he comes to his 
„„ 3 

As ſoon as the front and rear are extended and 
formed, the two long faces, who have in the 


mean time faced outwards, join now the extremi- 


ties of the two fronts, and cloſe the ſquare F. 


To REDUCE THE SQUARE. | 
Tux right and left of the front, face to the 
center, where the two center men ſtand faſt. 


Upon the word “ march'' theſe ſtep forward and 


are replaced by the two next, who follow them, 
and ſo on; by which means, that front becomes 


again a column. The rear goes to the right a- 
bout, and each of the two center men leads again 


to the ſide paths followed by the reit. 

WHILE the troops form, the light horſe and 
- each diviſion of the convoy take the ground aſ- 
ſigned io them within the ſquare, as if they were 
to encamp ; and the horſes being unloaded, two 
parallel lines will be formed, with the bags and 
kegs of proviſions, to cover the wounded and the 


men unfit for ad ion. The hunters take poſt on 


the moſt advantageous ground on the out fide, 
and ſkirmiſh with the enemy, till che ſquare is 
formed; when, upon receiving thcir orders, they 


retire within the ſquare, where che) take their 


polt as in Fig. (3) 


9 evolutions | muſt be performed with 
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Tux ſmall paxwies of rangers (5) who have 
flanked the line of march, remain on the outſide, 
to keep off the enemy and obſerve their motions. 
WIEN the firing begins the troops will have 
orders to fall on their knees, to be leſs expoſed 
till it is thought proper to attack. 

Tis four faces, formed by the regular troops, 


are divided into platoons chequered. One half, 


compoſed of the beſt and moſt active ſoldiers, is 
called the firſt Firing, and the other half the ſe- 
cond Firing. N | 

THe eight platoons at the angles are of the ſe- 
cond Firing, in order to preſerve the form of the 
ſquare during the attack. 7p 

IT is evident that, by this diſpoſition, the con- 
voy is well covered, and the light troops, deſtin- 
ed for the charge, remain concealed ; and as all 
unexpected events during an engagement are apt 
to ſtrike terror, and create contuſion, among the 
enemy, it is natural to expect that the ſavages 
Will be greatly diſconcerted at the ſudden and un- 
foreſeen eruption, that will ſoon pour upon them 
from the inſide of the ſquare; and that, being 
vigorouſly attacked in front and flank ar the ſame 
time, they will neither be able to reſiſt, nor, 
when once broke, have time to rally, ſo as to 
make another ſtand. This may be effected in the 
following manner, 


GENERAL ATTACK, Fig. IV. 


Tur Regulars (1) Rand faſt. 

'THE hunters (2) ſally out, in four columns, 
thro? the intervals of the front and rear of the 
ſquare, followed by the light horſe (3) with their 
bloodhounds, The intervals of the two * 

| | who 
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who attack in the front, and of thoſe who attack 
in the rear, will be cloſed by the little parties of 
rangers (5) poſted at the angles of the ſquare, 
each attack forming in that manner, three ſides 
of a parallelogram. In that order they run to the 


enemy (X) and having forced their way through 


their circle, fall upon thetr flanks; by wheeling 
to their right and left, and charging with impe- 
tuoſity. The moment they take the eneiny in 
flank, the Firſt Firing of the regular troops march 
cut briſkly and attack the enemy in front. The 
platoons detached in that manner from the two 
ſhort faces, proceed only about one hundred yards 
to their front, where they halt to cover the ſquare, 
while the reſt of the troops who have attacked 
putſue the enemy, till they are totally diſperſed, 
not giving them time to 1ecover themſelves, 


THE fick and wounded, unable to march or 


ride, are tranſported in litters made of flour bags, 
through which two long poles are paſled, and 
kept aſunder by two ſticks, tied acroſs beyond the 


head and feet to ſtretch the bag. Each litter is 


carried by two bor ſes —— Ds 

Tusk remarks might have been extended to 
many other caſes that may occur in the courſe of 
a campaign or of an engagement, - but it is hoped 
this ſketch will be ſufficient to evince the ne- 
ceſſity of ſome alteration in our ordinary me- 
thod of proceeding in an Indian war. 
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APPENDIX I. 


CONSTRUCTION 


oF 


FORT 5 
AGAINST INDIANS, 


I S we have not to guard here againſt can- 


non, the ſyſtem of European fortification 
may be laid aſide, as expenſive, and not 
anſwering the purpoſe. Forts againſt Indians, be- 
ing commonly remote from our ſettlements, re- 
quire a great deal of room to lodge a ſufficient 
quantity of ſtores and proviſions, and at the ſame 
time ought to be defenſible with one half of their 


compleat garriſons, in caſe of detachments or con- 
vos. 


E 3 IAM 


82 . 

JAM therefore of opinicn that a ſquare or en- 
tagon; with a block houſe of brick or ſtore & at 
every an; le, joined by a wall flanked by the bleck- 
houſes, would be the beſt defence apainſt ſuch e- 
nemies. A ditch from ſeven to eight feet deep 
might be added, with loop holes in the cellars of 
the block-houſes ſix feet from the ground, to de- 
fend the ditich. 1 
Alox the inſide of the curtains the traders 
might build houſes and ſtores, covered as weil 
as the 'block-houſes with tiles, or ſlate, to guard 
againſt fire arrows. hefe will rema n a ſpecious 
area for free air and uſe, in which as well as in 
the ditch, gardens might be made and well dug. 

THE powder mazazines might be placed in 
the center of the area, keeping only a ſmail 
quantity of cartridges in each block-houſe for pre- 
ſei uſe E 

THe garriſcns of ſuch forts would be free from 
ſurprizes, even it they had no centries, for nothing 
can get at them, while the doors are well. bolted. 
and barred, | 


* Experience has demonſtrated that: fortifcations 
made of w6od decay very ſobn, and ate on that ac- 
count of conſiderable expence. 


SOME 
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SOME REASONS FOR KEEPING PossE SS- 


ON OF OUR LARGE FORTS IN THE IN- 
DIAN COUNTRY. 


As theſe forts have been one of the cauſes of 
the laſt war and are a great eye-fore to the fava- 


ges, they have bent their chief efforts againſt 


them ; and therefore, while thus emp'oyed, they 
Have been leſs able to diſtreſs our ſettlements. Our 
forts keep the Indian towns at a great diſtance 
from us. Fort-Pitt has effectually driven them, 
beyond the Ohio, and made them remove their 
| ſettlements at leaſt 5 m les further weſtward, Was 
it not for theſe forts, they would ſettle cloſe on 
our borders, and in time of war infeſt us every 
day in ſuch numbers as would over-power the 
thin inhabitants ſcattered on our extenſive frontier. 


The farmer unable to ſow or reap would ſoon fall 


back on our chief towns, or quit the country for 
want of bread. In either caſe, what would be the 
fate of the large towns burthened with the whole 


country, and deprived of ſubſiſtance and of the 
materials of trade and export: | 


THe deſtruction of theſe forts being, in time 


of war, the chief aim of the ſavages, they gather 
above them to diſtreſs the garriſons, and to attack 
the convoy ; thereby giving us an opportunity to 
fight them in a body, and to ſtrike a heavy blow, 
which otherwiſe they would never put in our pow- 
er, as their advantage lies in ſurprizes, which are 
belt effected by ſmall numbers. Experience has 
convinced them that it is not in their power to 
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break thoſe ſhackles, and therefore it is not pro- 
bable that they will continue a check upon them, 
and ſave the difficulty and expence of taking poſt 
again in their country. Our forts are likewiſe the 
proper places for trade, which being cloſely in- 
ſpected, it will be eaſy for us to limit their ſup- 
plies, to ſuch commodities as they cannot turn a- 
gainſt us, and to put a ſpeedy ſtop to all juſt 
cauſes of complaints, by giving immediate re- 
dreſs, . 

A Few forts, with ſtrong garriſons, I ſhould 
judge to be of more ſervice than a greater num- 
ber weakly guarded, In the laſt war we loſt all 
our ſmall poſts; but our more conſiderable ones, 
Detroit and Fort-Pitt, reſiſted all the efforts of the 
ſavages, by the ſtrength of their garriſons, 
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APPENDIX I. 


F- H E following Paper was written by an 


Officer well acquainted with the places he 
deſcribes; and is thought worthy ot a place 


here, as every thing is mate ial which can encreaſe 


our knowledge of the vaſt countries ceded to us, 
and of the various nations that inhabit them. 


AccounT of the FRENCH FORTS ceded to 
GREAT BRITAIN in LuViSIANA, 


THe ſettlement of the Illinois being in 40 de- 
grees of latitude, is 500 leagues from New-Q. leans 
by water and 50 by land. 

THE moſt proper time of the year for going 
there, is the beginning cf February, The wateis 
of the M ſſiſſippi are then high, and the country 
being overflowed, there is leſs to fear from the 
ſavages, who are hunting in that ſeaſon, 


1 The 


i, 
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TRE encamp ments ſhould be on the left of the 
river, as the enemies ate on the right, and cannot 
have a ſufficient number of crafts to croſs if their 
party is large. 
I uk generally at 


ack at day- break, or at the 


THe inhabitants might bring proviſions half © 


way, if they were allowed good pay. 


TRE Delawares and Shawaneſe lie near Fort 


Du Queſne, which is about 500 leagues from 


the Illinois. The Wiandots and ottawas, (who 
are at the Detroit) are about 250 leagues from the 
illinois by land. And the Miamis about 200 by 


land. | 


NEVERTHELESS as intelligence is carried very 
fait by the Savages, and as all the nations with 
whom we are at war, can come by the Ohio, t 
we muſt be vigilant to prevent a ſurprize. 


+ So the French formerly called what is now Fort 
Pitt. : 
1 Part of the navigation of the Ohio, from Fort- 


Pitt is deſcribed as follows, viz. 


That the difficult part of the river is from Fort- 
Pitt about 50 or 60 miles downwards. There ate 
52 iſlands between Fort-Pitt and the lower Shawa- 
neſe town on Scioto; and none of them difficult to 


. paſs in the night, but one at the mouth of Muſking- 


ham, occaſioned by a number of trees lying in the 
channel. From the lower Shawaneſe- Town to the 
falls, there are but 8 or 9 iſlands. At the falls, the 
river is very broad, with only one paſſage on the eaſt 
fide, in which there is water enough at all ſeaſons of 
the year to paſs without difficulty, Below the falls, 
the navigation is every way clear, down to the Miſſi- 


ſ ppi. 
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Tux mouth ef the Ohio, in the Miſſiſippi, is 
3s leagues from the Illinois. Eh: 
TulkrEEN leagues from the Miſſiſippi, on 
the left of the Ohio, is Fort Maſſiac, or Aſſump- 
tion, built in 1757, a little below the mouth of 
the river Cherokee Þ. It is only a ſtockade, with 
four baſtions and eight pieces of cannon. It may 
contain loo men. In four days one may go by 
land, from this fort to the Illinois. Es 
IT is of conſequence for the Engliſh to preſerve 
it, as it ſecures the communication between the 
Illinois and Fort-Pitt. : | 
ForT Vincennes, which is the laſt poſt belong- 
ing to Louiſiana, is upon the river Ovabache , 
60 leagues from its conflux with the Ohio. It is 
a ſmall ſtockade fort, in which there may be a- 
bout 20 ſoldiers. There are alſo a few inhabitants. 
The ſoil is extremely fertile, and produces plenty 
of corn and tobacco, 
Tx diſtance from this fort to the Illinois, is 
155 leagues by water. And it may be travelled 
by land in ſix dayͤs. £ 
TE pation of ſavages living at this poſt is call- 
ed Pianquicha, It can furniſh 60 warriors  _ 
ALTHO? we do not occupy Fort Vincennes at 
preſent, yet it would be of the utmoſt conſequence 


+ River Cherokee falls into the Ohio about 800 
miles below Fort Pitt. This river is in general wide 
and ſhoal up to the ſouth mountain, paſſable only with 
bark canoes, after which it grows very ſmall. 

1 Ouabache or Wabaſh empties itſelf int) the Ohio 
about 60 miles above the Cherokee river, on the op- 
poſite ot weſt ſide. | 


for 
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for us to ſettle it, as there is a communication 
from it with Canada, by going up the Ouaba- 
che. Es. | 5 

FRoM this poſt to the Ouachtanons is 60 
leagues, and from thence to the Mamis (ſtill go- 
ing up the Ouabache) is 60 leagues further; then 
there is a portage of fix leagues to the river Mia- 
mis, and you go down that river 24 leagues to 
Lake Erie. 

Mr. DAuBRx went by that rout in 1759 from 
the Illinois to Venango ||, with above 400 men, 
and two hundred thouſand weight of flour. 


| By the above paper the rout is given up the Miſ- 
ſiſippi, part of the Ohio, and up the Ouabache to 
Foit Vincennes, and likewiſe to the Illinois. Again 
from Vincennes and the Ouachtanons by water, on the 
weſterly communication to the Miamis portage, then 
h by water down that tiver by the eaſterly rout into the 
3 Lake Erie, proceeding as far as Preſqu' Ifle, then by the 
| 15 m. portage into Buffalo or Beef river, lately called 
French creek, then down the ſame to Venango on the 
Ohio. In order therefore, to carry this rout ſtill fur- 
ther, we ſhall continue it from Venango to the wouth 
of Juniata in Suſquehagnah, which brings it within 
the ſettied parts of Pennlylvania, viz. 

From Venango to Licking creek, io miles To 
Toby's creek, 13. To a ſmall creek, 1 To the part- 
ing ofthe road, 5. To a large run, 3: To Leycaumey- 
honing, 9. To Pine creek, 7. To Chuckcaughting, 8 
To Weeling creek, 4. To the croſſing of ditto, 4. 
To a miry twamp, 8. To the bead of Suſquehanna, 

10 To Meytauning creek, 18 To Clear Field creek, 
6. To the top of Allegheny, 1. To the other ſide, 
ditto, 6. To Beaver dams, 5. To Franks Town, 5. 
To the Canoe plice, 6. To the mouth of Juniatta, 
110. Total 239 miles, 
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THIRTY-FIVE leagues from the mouth of the 
Ohio, in going up the Miſſiſippi, on the right, is 
the river Kaſkaſquias. Two leagues up this river, 

on the left, is the ſettlement of the Kaſkaſquias, 
which is the moſt conſide able of the Illinois. 


THERE is a fort built upon the height on the 
other ſide of the river, over againſt Kaſkaſquias; 


which, as the river 1s narrow, commands and 
protects the town. | „ ö 
_ 1 ron'T know how many guns there may be, 
nor how many men it may contain. There may 
be about 400 inhabitants. | 
Tre Illinois Indians, called Kaſkaſquias, are 
ſettled half a league from the town; and are able 
to turn out 100 Warriors. They are very lazy 
and great drunkards. 


Six leagues from Kaſkaſquias, on the bank of 


the Miſſiſippi, is Fort Chartres, built of ſtone, 


and can contain 300 ſoldiers. There may be 20 
cannon at moſt, and about 100 inhabitants round 


Chartres. 7 . 
TRE Illinois Indians at that place, who are 
called Metchis, can furniſh 40 warriors. 
BETWEEN the Kaſkaſquias, and Fort Chartres, 
is a ſmall village, called La prairie du Rocher (the 
Rock Meadow) containing about 50 white inha- 
bitants; but there is neither fort nor ſavages, 
VNEAR Fort Chartres is a little village, in which 
is about a ſcore of inhabitants. Here are neither 
| ſavages nor fort. | 
FirTFEN leagues from Fort Chartres, going 
up the Mithſippi, is the village of the Caſquiars. 
There is a ſmall ſtockade fort; I don't know if 


there 1s any cannon. There may be about 100 
_ inhabitants, 1 


Tu 
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TEE Illinois Indians living near this village are 
called Caſquiars, and can turn out 60 warriors, 

I coMPpUTE there are about 300 Negroes at 
the Illinois. 

T country of the fie is fertile, producing 
good wheat and corn. All kinds of European 
fruits ſucceed there ſurprizingly well, and they 
have wild grapes with which they make tolerable 

wine. Their beer is pretty good. _ 

THERE are mines of lead, and ſome alt, 
They make ſugar of maple,. and there are ſtone 
Quarries, 
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APPENDIX III. 


ROU T from PHIL ADELITHIA to FokT-PiTT: 


Miles 18. Per. 
to Lancaſter 66 o 38 
< | to Carliſle 140+ © ©:06: 
to Shippenſburgh "22 000 
to Fort Loudoun o 
15 
a | to Fort Littleton 173 | oo 
< | to the croflingof the Juniataa 18 
— 3 | 00 
to Fort Bedford 14 | 3 | oo 
to the croſling of er 29 | o 39 
= creek 28 3 
8 43 
to Fort Ligonier 000 
to Fort Pitt — —.— 
1324: 2 140, 


12 


S.. ($0 
Deren e a tie! 
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APPENDIX IV. 


8 of INDIAN Towns, 1 on and 
near the Ohio River, and its branches, with 
their diſtances from Fort Pitt, and the diſtances 
of the principal branches from each other at 
their conflux with the Ohio, 


— 


Diſtance | Diſtance 


| I from one] from 
5 os another Fort- bitt. 
FIRST ROUT about] ——— | —— 
NN. N. W. Miles | Miles 
| | to Kuſhkuſkies Town| 
| on Big Beaver- Creek | 45 
L | up the eaſt branch of 
= | Beaver Creek to Shan-| 
AR | ingo 11 50 
* up ditto to Pematuning 12 | 72 
© | to Mohoning on the 
| Weſt b anch of Bea-| 
E | ver Creek 32104 
E | upthe branch to Salt Lic 10 114 
to Cayahoga River 32 140 
| to Ottawas town on 2-4 
{ Cayahoga 40 156 


From Fox r Pirr 


From FoRr Err 


1 


0 —_— 
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Szcoxp ROUT W.N.W. 


| to the mouth of Big Bak 


ver- Creek 


to Tuſcara was 
to Mohickon John's 


Town 
to Junundat or Wyandot 
town 


to Fort Sanduſky 


to Junqueindundeh 


THirD ROUT about W. 8. W. 


to the Forks of the 
| Muſkingam 


Muſkingam 
to Waukatamike 
to King Beaver's Town 


ocking 
tothe lower Shawaneſe 
' Town on Sioto river 
to the Salt Lick town 
on the heads ot Sioto 


to the Miamis fort 


to Bullet's Town on| 


on the heads of Hoch- | 


Diſtance | Diſtance 
from one] from 
another. Fort-Pitt, 
Miles | Miles 
25 
91 116 
50 166 
46 2712 
4 216 
24 240 
128 
6 | 134 
10 144 
a7 171 
40 211 
25 236 
| 190 | 4.20 


FovkTH 


_Þy _ from Fox P:itT 


_ ” 
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Diſtance 


rom one 
another 


FouRTH ROUT down the 
Ohio; general courſe about | 


S. W. 


| 


to the mouth of Big 


Beaver Creek 


to the mouth of Little 


Beaver Creek 


Creek . 
to the two Creeks 
to Weeling 


to Pi pe Hill 


to: be long Reach 


ingam river 
to the little Canhawa ri ver 


to the mouth of Letort's 
creek: | 
to Kiſkeminetas Y: 


| to the mouth of big Can- 


9 


| hawaor new river 


creek 


| to the mouth of Sioto 


river 


| to the mouth of big Salt 


Lick river 


to the Iſland 


to the mouth of Yellow | 


to the ſoot of the Reach | 
to the mouth of Muſk- 


to the mouth of Hock-| 
| hocking river | 


to the mouth of big Sandy | 


Miles 


Diſtance- 


from 
Fort-Pitt, 


— 


Miles 


27 


ow” 
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Diſtance Diſtance 
from one] from 

5 | another |Fort-Pict. 
to the mouth of little] ——— | ——— 


3 Mineamie or Miammee] Miles | Miles 
fa | + river 55 | 454 
- | to big Miammee or 
= Rocky river 3 484 
= |to the Big Bones 4 20- 304 
S | to Kentucky River „„ $59 1 
to the Falls of the Ohio 50 609 
2 | to the Wabaſh, or Oua- „5 
E bache . 
Sto Cherokee River 5 DO 800 
to the Miſſiſippi [-: 49 | 840 


N. B. Tak places mentioned in the firſt three 
Routs are deliticated in the foregoing map, by an 
officer who has an aQual knowledge of moſt of 
them, and has long ſerved againſt the Indians, 
The fourth Rout down the Chio was given by 
an Indian trader, who has often paſſed from Fort- 
Pitt to the Falls; and the diſtances he gives of 
the mouths of the ſeveral rivers that fall into the 
Ohio may be pretty certainly depended on. Our 

maps hitherto pub:iſed are very erroneous ia 
placing ſome of thoſe rivers. 


+ Theſe fivets, called Little and Great Mineamie 
or Miammee, fall into the Ohio between Sioto and 
the Ouabache, and are different from the Miamis 
river, which runs into the weſt end of lake E:ie, 
below the Miamis fort. 

1 So called from Elephant's bones ſaid to be 
found there. 
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APPENDIX V. 


NAMES of Affe ent INDIAN NATIONS in 


Nor AMERICA, with the Numbers of 
their Fighting Men; referred to in the Note, 


page 48. 
: French trader, a perſon of conſiderable. 
note, who has reſided many years among 

the Indians, and till continues at Det:oit, having 
taken the oaths of allegiance to the King of Great 
Britain. His account may be depended on, ſo 
far as matters of this kind can be brought near 
the truth; a great part of it being delivered from 
his own perſonal knowledge _= 


H E following liſt was drawn up by a 


Warriors 
Conawaghrunas, near the falls of St. Louis 200 
Abenaquis, Y | 350 
3 > St. Lawrence Indians = | 

89 | | 

* Chalas, ” 130 

Nipiſſins, | living towards the heads of 400 

Algonquins, the Ottawa river 300 
Les Tetes de Boule, or Round Heads, near 

( ͤ 2000 


dix 
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'Six Nations, on the frontiers of New-York, 


&c. - - - 35 1550 
Wiandots, near lake Erie 300 
Chipwas, W near the Lakes Superior and 5000 
Ottawas, ; Michigan 900 


Meſſeſagues, or River Indians, being wan- 
dering tribes, on the Jakes Huron and Su- 


Perl, 2000 
Powtewatamis, near 8. Joſeph's and Detroit 350 
Les Puans, near Puans 700 
Folle avoine, or Wild-Oat Indians ; bay 350 
* Mechecouakis, 250 
8 ö South of Puans bay 400 
Maſcoutents, „ 500 
Ouiſconſins, on a river of that name, fall- 
ing into Miſhſi ppi on the eaſt-ſide 550 
8 ( far north, near the hes 3000 
Af all of the ſame name 1500 
ini OA 8 :- e | | 
Blancs '+ Baibus, or White Indians with | 
Beards - —— - I 500 
Sioux, of the ee towards the heads 2500 
Sioux, of the woods of Miſſiſippi 1800 
Miſſouri, on tie river of that name "2000." 
Grandes Eaux - — 1000 
Oſages, 4 | 600 
Canſes, . 1600 
Panis blancs. > ſouth oi Miſſouri 20 
Panis piques, 1700 
Padoucas, 500 
Ajoues, north of the ſame - 1100 


Arkanſes, on the river that bears their pame, 
falling into Miſſiſippi on the weſt fide 2000 


+ They live to the north-weſt, and the French, 
when they firit ſaw them, took them for Spaniurds. 


Alibam dus, 
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Alibamous, a tribe of the Creeks - boo 
* Ouanakina ) 5 5 30⁰ 
* Chiakaneſſou | Unknown, unleſs the au- 350 
Machecous thor has put them for $00 


* Caoitas | tribes of the Creeks 5700 
* Souikilas | 3 200 
Miamis, upon the river of that name, falling 
into Lake Erie 350 
Delawares (les Loups) on the Ohio 600 
Shawaneſe on Sioto = = = 500 
Kickapoos | "= oye 
Halters, on the Ouabache — 400 
Peanquichas 9 250 
Kaſkaſquias, or Illinois in general, on the 
Illinois river — — 600 
* Pianria FC 500 
 Catawhas, on the frontiers of North-Carolina 150 
Cherokees, behind South-Carolina = 2500 
Chickaſaws Ak, — 730 
Natchez | Mobile and Miſſiſippi 150 
Chactaws 1 Pe 4500 
56,500 


Tur above liſt conſiſts chiefly of ſuch Indians 
as the French were conne ed with in Canada and 
Louiftana, Wherever we knew the names by 


| which the different nations are diſtinguiſhed, by 


the Engliſh, we have inſerted them. But the 
orthography is yet very unſettled, and the ſeveral 
nations marked with an * aſteriſm are unknown 
to us, and therefore they are leſt as they ſtand in 
the original lift, ZN | | 
So large a number of fighting men may ſtartle 
us at firſt fight ; but the account ſeems no where 


exaggerated, excepting only that the 1 
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nation is now almoſt extinct. In ſome nations 
which we are acquainted with, the account falls 
even ſhort of their numbers; and ſome others do 
not appear to be mentioned at all, or at leaſt not 
by any name known to us, 

Suck, for inſtance, are the Lower Creeks, of 
whom we have a liſt according to their towns. In 
this liſt their warriors or gunſmen are 1180, and 
their inhabitants about 6000. I hus a compara- 
tive judgment may be formed of the nations above- 
mentioned ; the number of whoſe inhabitants will 


(in this proportion to their Warriors, VIZ. 5 to 1) 
be avout 28 os 


